The University of
Rochester  hosted
Pathways to a Sus-
tainable World: A Con-
ference for Change April
13th and 14th. The confer-
ence was largely organized by
Judith Hook from the Program in
Movement and Dance, which pro-
vided percussion and world dancing
by dance students during breaks. The
conference also gained sponsorship from
the Center for Entrepreneurship, Dining
Services, Roundtable on Sustainability, Stu-
dents Association, the Undergraduate Anthro-
pology Council, and various other undergraduate
student groups. Many community businesses also
provided co ee and local food during breaks, such as
Co ee Connection, Organic Alley, Freshwise Catering,
Cornhill Creamery, Fingerlakes Farmstead Cheese, and
more. The rst day of the conference hosted workshops,
lectures, and panels surrounding the theme, Local Economy,
Local Food: Community Building. The conference hosted ple-
nary speakers, such as David Abram, and David Orr, and regional
speakers such as Carlos Carballada, the Commissioner of Economic
Development and Doug Rice, creator of Artwalk. Professor Foster was
also part of a panel on revitalizing local food production.
The second day of the conference focused around, Education, Spirit,
and Action. David Orr, Distinguished professor of Environmental Stud-
ies at Oberlin, presented, Rumors of Unfathomable Things: Climate
Change and Changing Climate of U.S. Policies. He highlighted
that the most important aspect to focus on is solving our
energy problem and increasing energy e ciency.
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The remainder of the talks successfully
worked to raise spirit and garner action.
Environmental Activist, Lois Gibbs, cre-
ator “Superfund,” legislation to clean up
environmental waste, exempliyed the
power of grassroots organizing. Both
Christopher Uhl, a professor of Biology at
Penn State, and David Abram, an ecolo-
gist, anthropologist, and philosopher,
made deeper connections to what sustain-
ability means for our psychological, spiri-
tual, and emotional well-beings. LaDonna
Redmond, community food security activ-
ist from Chicago, pointed out “all com-
munities must be at the table for creating
sustainability.” Most successfully, the con-
ference was able to bridge the somewhat
abstract notions of sustainability with con-
crete changes that can be made to develop
healthy communities.
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World Social Forum

| am a curious student and an activist
who attended the World Social Forum (WSF) in
Nairobi, Kenya in January 2007. The WSF loomed
large in my mind as a Petri dish for political
discourse and struggle for an equitable world.
While | anticipated the collision of academic
discourse and hands-on activism at the WSF, the
realities of the WSF surpassed my conceptions of
the event.

It was an amazing and frustrating process
to be apart of the WSF. The conference is now in
its seventh year of existence and is experienc-
ing growing pains as the Forum nds its voice.
| witnessed enormous energy, listened to pow-
erful stories and made connections with other
activists, intellectuals and artists from around
the world. However, the event continued to be
plagued by logistical errors: uninformed volun-
teers, last-minute room changes, inadequate
translators and equipment. Expensive travel
kept many from attending. Additionally, there
were few formalized connections between the
conference and the city of Nairobi. The event
brought together thousands of people to re-
make the world, and yet, the local environment
we inhabited occupied a sideline role.

Despite this haze of nebulous logistics
and my skepticism about the organization, |
learned a lot at the WSF. | observed, thought and
talked about what protest means, what struggle
is, and how to set tangible goals in order to fa-
cilitate change. | also felt the awesome power of
the collective - perhaps the social justice equiva-

-lent of Durkheims e ervescence. Cheers at the
opening ceremony captured an earnest cry for
overcoming hardship by working with one an-
other. For me, a powerful part of the week was
listening to people speak passionately about
their individual experiences and local strug-
gles. These dialogues colored my understand-
ing of what the struggle for reproductive rights
in Latin America looks like and what the Killer
Coke campaign is all about. Perhaps the most
important thing | learned was that making
change in the world does not happen through
one particular method or means, but instead is
a process in need of patience and diligence to
be fought on many fronts.

Conversations are great and | believe creating
an open space for democracy is a necessary
goal that the WSF ful lls. After attending the
eventand nding the experiences bene cial
on a personal level,  am wondering how and

if the WSF will move from a space for dialogue
to a place for organizing action. The Forum has
emerged from its honeymoon stage and is soul
searching. The seeds were planted, and | am
anxious to see the e ects of fully blossomed
ideas on the shape and scope of the WSF.

- Madeline Cutrona
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Sue Jean Yi (ANT/AAS 2007) presented at The 2007 Frederick Douglass Institute Undergraduate Symposium a
paper entitled Seo Taiji and Drunken Tiger: The Appropriation of the Black Hip-Hop Male in Korea.

Nisha Puntambekar (ANT 2007) presented her Honor s Thesis entitled, Health Care in India: An Exploration of
the Inequalities Facing the Poor and the Challenges Confronting Doctors in Contemporary Pune, Maharashtra
on May 3, 2007.
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Mariana Bojaca (ANT /International Relations 2007) received The Fannie Bigelow Prize from The Susan B. Antho-
ny Center for Womens Leadership and the UR Womens Club. The Silver Tray is awarded to an undergraduate
uppclassman chosen on the basis of her individuality, her ability to form and express fearlessly, with conviction
and sound judgment, her opinions on vital topics. She shall demonstrate that she participates in extra-curricu-
lar activities because she sincerely believes in their value to the college community beyond their purely social
worth.

Colette Carmouche (ANT/AAS 2008) received The Susan B. Anthony Scholarship Award The Susan B. Anthony
Center for Womens Leadership and the UR Womens Club in February 2007. This award is given to a woman in
her junior year who has demonstrated leadership, academic excellence and commitment to her fellow students
and community.

Mollie Foust (ANT 2008) received the Simeon Cheatham Award. This award was established in the 1970s by the
O ce of the Dean of Students to recognize outstanding University of Rochester students. The award is given
to a student who has outstanding qualities in devotion to community service and to growth and development
of children.

Emily Bango (ANT/AAS Take 5 2008) received the Award for Athletic Leadership. This award recognizes the
positive contributions athletes make to the campus community. It is awarded to a student athlete who has
demonstrated leadership within their club or varsity sport while also making signi cant contributions to other
aspects of campus life.

755<755= Zsijwlwfizfyj Fsymwtutgtl~ Htzshn

President: Devin Opotzner (09)
Vice-President: Sharyce Chen ( 09)
Secretary: Nancy Olsen (09)

Buisness Manager: Brie Spinetto ( 09)
Partcipant Observer Editor: Colette Carmouche ) 08)




The Participant Observer

SPOTLIGHTON:
Brooks

Coming back to school this past fall
(2006) students may have noticed some orange
fences and piles of dirt across the bridge in the
neighborhood known as the 19th ward. These
piles of dirt were the resultofthe o  cial ground-
breaking ceremony, presided over by President
Seligman, for the Brooks Landing development
project. Over the past 20 years, di erent plans
have been laid on the table for the Brooks Land-
ing Project in Rochesters 19th ward at di er-
ent times by di erent organizations and now, it
seems, some movement is actually being made
onit. That fall I personally didn t think too much
about these changes until afew monthsinto the
semester when | was assigned a group archival
ethnography assignment (meaning we had to
choose a historical event, do archival research
and write an ethnographic analysis of it) in my
Anthropology 291 course. In our group (Jesse
Bia, Devin Opotzner and Kirk Simpson) meet-
ing, Kirk Simpson, student and Rochester resi-
dent, suggested we look into the Brooks Land-
ing project since it was once again back in the
headlines. At Kirks recommendation and after
reading a couple articles that barely scratched
the surface of this whole history of this project,
our interest in the area was su ciently piqued.
Ultimately we became interested in speci cally
answering why, over the years, the develop-
ment uctuated from being very prominent in
university and community discourse and then
completely dropped from discussion at other
times, and what roles each major player (the
19th ward community, the UR and the City of
Rochester) have taken. The following is a sum-
mary of our ndings:

Although the 19th ward has a long, rich his-
tory, in terms of this project the most important
events in its history were the 1964 summer race
riots that took place in the 3rd and 7th wards of
Rochester. After these riots, peoples fears about
their safety were capitalized upon by realtors in-
terested in selling new suburban developments
and the 19th ward was changed from one of
the most desirable neighborhoods which had a
strong, close knit community into a low-income
undeveloped neighborhood, which, due to a
presence of more renters than homeowners and
a sudden vacuum of families followed by busi-
nesses, lost the community aspect it previously
had. In addition, due to illegal redlining tech-
niques used by many realtors, the race demo-
graphics were changed as certain houses were
only shown to black or white families, depending
on where the house was, and the neighborhood
changed from a primarily white neighborhood
to a primarily black neighborhood. As Jesse,
who focused on the neighborhood, concluded,
the important outcome of these changes was
the disintegration of the business bloc and com-
munity of this neighborhood. Fast forward to
1985 when the rst proposal was approved for
the Brooks Landing project - as time went on the
project has been painted in many di erent mo-
tivations, sometimes its been about revitalizing
the 19th ward, sometimes its been about pro-
viding a more desirable o campus retreat for
UR students and to nally extend the URs reach
across the river, and sometimes its been about
being part of a riverfront revitalization project
spanning the whole of the Genesee, and as part
of a national trend in cities to revitalize natural
resources. Now 20 years the later the project
is nally moving and Kirk, who focused on the
development companies and the city, came to
the conclusion that this comes from the fact that
each player was nally working together URs
interests were recognized (one of the included
buildings is a hotel), the community s through
the inclusion of Urban Brew co ee shop which
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(continued from page 4) the inclusion of Urban
Brew co ee shop which is intended to be com-
munity run, and nally the city s through devel-
oping this along the riverfront, improving the
city s aesthetics and business. When the focus
became more about an integration of communi-
ty with the UR rather than a supplanting of the UR
in the community, it moved forward much more
e ectively. In my own focus on the URs role in
this, | came to the conclusion that ultimately the
University sinterestin this projectcame rstfrom
an interest in developing the status, traditional
image, and marketability of the University, and
secondly in response to student expectations;
integrating into the community was never a real
University objective until the developments the
UR wanted for its campus became contingent
upon community involvement, and even at that

was avoided if at all possible for many years. In at-
tempting to maintain good relations with both the
community and the student body, both of whom
tended to have di ering views on this project, the
University was often presenting multiple images
and opinions of this project, which complicated
its reception by students. Student expectations
only became important when their concern was
voiced loud enough to become an issue in attract-
ing students. However, rather than point ngers
to the past, we can hopefully look forward to a fu-
ture with the 19th ward developing back into the

ne community it historically has been, with UR
students becoming a part of that, not supplanting
it. If interested in original project, please contact
Devin Opotzner.
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God Bless You, Mr. Vonnegut

Kurt Vonnegut was not a successful an-
thropology student. In the late 1940s, Vonnegut
studied for a Masters degree at the University of
Chicago, but left after two years when his mas-
ters thesis was rejected. He would later receive
his degree when the department accepted Cats
Cradle in place of his thesis. Still, his numerous
books and shortstoriesre ected his background
as and anthropology student. The American An-
thropological Associations (AAA) Code of Ethics
identi es moral obligations to the scholarly
discipline, to the wider society and culture, and
to the human species, other species, and the en-
vironment.

Vonnegut deals with these moral obliga-
tions in books like God Bless You Mr. Rosewater,
Slaughterhouse Five, and Cats Cradle. Time and
time again, Vonnegut returned to essential an-
thropological discussions of identity, kinship,
and social mores. In Slapstick, he explores a
world where new family structures foster broad-
er interdependence. Mother Night tells the
story of a former Nazi propagandist whose past
emerges in contemporary America, destroying
the world he made for himself. In Fates Worse
than Death, he illustrates his fantasy of people
returning to folk societies. From science ction
to absurd realism, Vonnegut hashes out societ-
ies most pressing issues, like war, economics,
education, and the collapse of American social
interconnectedness.

Vonnegut critically analyzes what we
know to be real and validates perspectival
knowledge through his characters and narrative
monologues. While Margaret Mead compared
ethnographic ndings in Papua New Guinea
with American customs and practices around
adolescence and psychosexual development,
Vonnegut uses ction to attain a similar analytic
goal.

Both subtly and explicitly, he creates
situations and new worlds from which we are
to draw questions about they way we live our
lives. Through his portrayal of society with
many exaggerations and science- ction twists,
he challenges the reader to become more con-
scious of his or her religious and political ideals,
notions of community, consumption patterns,
concepts of happiness, and other perspectives
that he or she takes for granted.

Arent asking these questions a key
part in the ethnographic method? One must
be conscious of his or her own subjectivity in
order to fairly represent adi erent community.
The discipline has arrived at a respect for con-
textual knowledge and di ering perspective.
Respecting another s world-view is an intrinsic
part of ful lling the aforementioned moral ob-
ligations toward the human species. This is not
to say Vonnegut was a moral relativist. On the
contrary, it was his respect for human beings
that shaped his rm stances about Reagan-era
economic policies, US foreign policy, racism,
and other social issues. In an interview in 2002
for FoxNews.com, Vonnegut stated: One of
the great American tragedies is to have partici-
pated in a just war. It s been possible for politi-
cians and movie-makers to encourage us were
always good guys. The Second World War abso-
lutely had to be fought. | wouldn t have missed
it for the world. But we never talk about the
people we Kill. This is never spoken of. Chal-
lenging his readers to open up their minds to
alternative perspectives was a key element of
his work. Reading Vonneguts ction compli-
mented the ethnographic literature | read for
class in the development of my own set of val-
ues about respecting humanity.

- David Ladon




Faculty News

This year Professor Ernestine McHugh presented two papers at conferences,
Epistemologies of Su ering and the (Re)Constitution of Self for a panel in honor of Gananath Obeye-
sekere, a former Morgan lecturer, at the Annual Conference on South Asia at the University of Wiscon-
sin; and another entitled God is in your heart : Re-imagining self and the sacred in the Himalaya for

the meetings of the Society for Psychological Anthropology.
She is teaching a seminar on Women and Religion in the Fall (ANT 240), and
anthropology majors who want to come over to Eastman are welcome to join that!

Alumni Updates... What are UR Grads Doing...”?

Rob McKee (PhD, 1995) and Weng Naiqun
(PhD, 1993) at the intercongress of the Inter-
national Union of Anthropological and Ethno-
logical Sciences, Cape Town, South Africa, 3-7
December 2006. The theme was Transcending
postcolonial conditions: Toward alternative
modernities ; Jean and John Comaro were the
keynote speakers. Naiqun, a professor with the
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences Institute
of Ethnology and Anthropology, is on the orga-
nizing committee for the IUAES s 2008 congress
to be held in Kunming, China. Rob is with SIL
International as a consultant, based in Nairobi,
Kenya. SIL is to publish a revised version of his
dissertation later this year or sometime next.

Last spring Anna Barnes (BA 2004) had the op-
portunity to be the o cial notetaker for

the Participatory Action Research Workshops,
facilitated by the Center

for Cultural Understanding and Change at the
Field Museum. About three months ago, she be-
gan working at CLOCC- the Consortium to Low-
er Obesity in Chicago Children (a liated with
Childrens Memorial Hospital). Barnes is in the
process of writing a curriculum to train a group
of teens to become community health ambassa-
dors. These students, the Go Team,

will travel around the city visiting after-school
programs and community-based organizations
to educate younger children on healthy eating
and tness. The team of teens will becomprised
of student from six di erent communities, plac-
ing a large emphasis on learning about cultural
di erences and notions of health. Their hope is
that these students will also become advocates
for healthy lifestyles in their neighborhoods.

Something new to
report?

please contact us...

Department of Anthropology
University of Rochester
Rochester, NY 14627

www.rochester.edu/College/ANT

or
anthro@mail.rochester.edu
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The most recent additions to the Anthropology

Department and their course o erings:

DANIEL REICHMAN received his MA and PhD in socio-
cultural anthropology from Cornell University. Before
coming to Rochester, he taught at Brandeis
University. His research focuses on cultural responses
to economic change, and he has carried out eld re-
search in Honduras since 2001. His current book
project, Broken Idols: Globalization as Alienation in
Rural Honduras, focuses on the relationship between
emigration to the United States, a recent boom in
evangelical religion, and changesin co ee production
in a small Honduran town.

ANT 224: Anthropology of Development What is
progress? Are universal theories of development
possible? This course introduces students to major
trends in the anthropological study of international
development through ethnographic case studies.
Topics include: indigenous people and development,
the debate over sweatshops, and the role of culture
in economic life.

ELEANA KIM is a cultural anthropologist (Ph.D., NYU)
and currently a postdoctoral fellow at the Center for
Korean Studies at UCLA. Her research interests include
nationalism, kinship, citizenship, transnational social
movements, and media. Her ethnographic work on
transnational adoption focused on the emergence
of a transnational movement of adult Korean adopt-
ees and involved in-depth eldwork in the U.S. and in
South Korea. Her current projects include a study of
a global network of Korean adoptee artists and the
transnational circulation of their work in the context
of dominant artistic scenes and aesthetic canons. She
Is also developing a second ethnographic project that
examines the transnational religious imaginaries of
South Korean missionaries in Asia. Her research has
been supported by grants from the Social Science
Research Council and the Fulbright Commission, and
her writing has appeared in Social Text, Visual Anthro-
pology Review and a number of collected volumes.

ANT 225: The Social Uses of Media: Anthropo-
logical Perspectives on Media in Global and Local
Contexts
This course introduces students to the study of me-
dia from an anthropological perspective. We will
examine constructions of media as objects of so-
cial scienti c analysis, as both textual artifacts and
social practice. Questions that guide the course
are, What is the media ? How have recent trans-
formations in global capital and communications
technology altered how we consume, analyze and
produce media? What can the study of media tell
us about social life and the imagination? We will
seek to understand the medias role in producing
national and transnational public spheres, focusing
on arange of media formations, from multinational
corporate structures to indigenous and diasporic
productions, to question medias power to shape
subjectivities and conceptions of cultural di er-
ence. We will examine print journalism, television,
Im, radio, advertising, and visual art in both local
and global contexts. Students will be encouraged
incorporate media analysis and media production
in their own ethnographic projects.




