Berlin Program

Student To Do List

· As soon as possible: Apply for passport and a visa, if necessary (not necessary for US citizens).

· February: (non-US citizens only) Contact the ISO (International Services Office) to make sure that all of your immigration documents are in order*

· February: Meet with a counselor in the Financial Aid Office if you plan to receive financial aid. Discuss how study abroad affects current and future benefits. 
· March: Purchase an international student identity card

· March: Purchase plane ticket

· March 15: $300 deposit due.

· March/April: Attend pre-departure organizational meetings

· April 2: 1st half of remaining program fee due ($2500)

· April 26: final installment of program fee due ($2210 minus any fellowship funding)

· May: Attend pre-departure discussions

*ISO Location, Hours, & Contact Info

International Services Office

209 Morey Hall

Phone: (585) 275-2866 Fax: (585) 244-4503

Email: questions@iso.rochester.edu 

HOURS OF OPERATION:

Mon./Tues./Thurs./Fri.: 9:00 AM – 12:00 PM & 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

Wed.: 1:00 PM – 4:00 PM

http://www.iso.rochester.edu/travel.htm


Program Fees
The 2010 program cost is $5010. This includes UR tuition and fees, 80 hours of intensive language instruction and 20 additional small-group grammar/phoenetics lessons, placement and final exams, on-site orientation, host family accommodation with 2 meals/day, various weekend and weekday excursions, cell phone rental, public transportation pass, access to computers and internet through the Studienforum Berlin e.V. The program cost does not include airfare.
Passports
Begin the application process as soon as you can. It may take three months or more to get your passport, even if you're just renewing an existing passport. Please visit
http://travel.state.gov/passport/passport_1738.html to download, fill out and print an application (DO NOT sign the application); to locate nearby acceptance facilities (choose one with photo options on site); and to find answers to other questions you may have about applying for or renewing your passport.

When contacting the acceptance facility, be sure to ask:

· if you can get your photo taken on site,

· what the total cost of the application will be,

· what forms of payment are accepted, and

· whether you should/can schedule an appointment

To apply, you will need:

· complete passport application, unsigned.

· proof of U.S. citizenship: 

· a certified copy of birth certificate bearing: raised seal file date within a year of birth name correctly spelled

· naturalization papers

· old passport

· two recent photos, 2" x 2", on paper with a white background. (these can be taken at Medical Center Photography Center (ext. 5-5731), and at some passport acceptance facilities – check the above website or call ahead first.) 

· payment in the form of check, money order, or credit card – depending on the acceptance facility. The fee typically ranges from  $65.00-$145.00 - There may be an execution fee (in Monroe County, it is $30.00).

· identification such as a driver's license or current student ID card.  Police IDs are not valid.

· social security number
Burton Fellowships
These scholarships are awarded in an annual competition to undergraduate students to allow them to complete an approved course of summer language study in a country where that language is spoken. The competition is open to all undergraduates who will have completed at least one year of foreign language study at UR and graduate students in the Department of Modern Languages and Cultures. Awards are determined on the basis of merit and need. Decisions will be available by late February.

International Student Identity Card (ISIC)
The ISIC will enable you to receive discounts on airfare, hotels, transportation, computer services, foreign currency exchange, phone calls and most major attractions (museum, movie, theater and concert tickets, etc.)  Most important, the ISIC provides the following insurance coverage for international travelers: sickness hospital benefit, accident medical expense, accidental death and dismemberment, emergency medical evacuation, and repatriation of remains as well as a 24 hour emergency help line. ISIC’s website currently lists the following local application facility:

Park Avenue Travel Inc

Phone: 585 256-3080

25 Buckingham Street

Rochester, NY 14607

You can find more information at: http://www.isic.org/sisp/index.htm
Transatlantic Travel
You may wish to look for on-line fares, use a travel agent or work directly with an airline to make your travel arrangements. Whatever plans you make, please arrive in Berlin by May 28. You may arrive early and/or stay longer than the program dates, but you will only be able to stay with your host family from May 28 – June 26. Some online travel agencies that offer discounted airfare are:

http://www.statravel.com/
http://www.studentuniverse.com/
http://www.orbitz.com
http://www.expedia.com 

Some hostels in the center of Berlin include:

http://www.circus-berlin.de/
http://www.baxpax.de/mittes-backpacker/en/home/?

http://www.pegasushostel.de/en/
