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The Martin Luther King Jr. Commemorative Address was instituted in 2001 to promote issues of diversity, 
freedom, civil rights, and social injustice. www.rochester.edu/diversity/celebrations/blackhistory

Sponsored by the College Diversity Roundtable and the Office of the President

Martin  Luther King Jr.  Commemorative Address

• �One of the nation’s most influential 
and renowned public intellectuals

• �Professor, author, radio host,  
and television personality 

• �MSNBC commentator and host of 
NPR’s The Michael Eric Dyson Show

• �NAACP Image Award for Outstanding  
Literary Work – Nonfiction winner 
(2004, 2006, 2007)

• �Dr. Dyson “is reshaping what it 
means to be a public intellectual  
by becoming the most visible  
black academic of his time”  
(The Philadelphia Weekly)

• �His best-selling book, Martin Luther 
King Jr.’s Death and How It Changed 
America, is “an excellent sociological 
primer on institutionalized racism in 
America” (The Washington Post)

• �With his rhetorical gifts, he “can  
rock classroom and chapel alike” 
(The Chronicle of Higher Education)

• �“One of the most graceful and lucid 
intellectuals writing on race and  
politics today” (Vanity Fair Magazine)
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Anyone requiring special accommodations should contact the Office of Minority Student Affairs at 585.275.0651 at least 5 business days in advance of the event.


