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“This book is much more than a memoir – it’s a superb history of television news, the women’s movement, and the U.S. space program…but it’s also a memoir—funny, smart, sad and telling.”










- Cokie Roberts
Outside the Box

A Memoir

By Lynn Sherr

A generation ago, television network news anchors and reporters were all male, all the time. Breaking through the gender-barrier and covering top stories from convention-floor politics to the space race, Lynn Sherr was one of the smart and savvy women who helped open new career paths for gifted young females in every profession. At a time when “we were reality TV,” Sherr became the first female to anchor a primetime TV network news series, covered Geraldine Ferraro’s campaign to become our nation’s inaugural female vice president, created a pioneering report on a ground-breaking treatment for anorexia, and was very nearly the earliest journalist in space. 

Now, in Outside the Box: A Memoir (Rodale, hardcover, $25.95), Lynn Sherr shares rich stories and memories—her experiences behind the scenes and “inside the box” as one of our most respected television news journalists, as well as her “outside the box” life with family and friends.  From her early forays into print journalism—as an admirer of Brenda Starr and as one of the winners of the 

legendary Mademoiselle Magazine Guest Editor Competition (also won by Sylvia Plath and Joan Didion)—to her midnight report from Mumbai, India, as part of the ABCNEWS Millennium Special, which received numerous awards.

OUTSIDE THE BOX is also a love story. Sherr writes movingly about her passion for telling a good story and telling it first, and her deep affection for her parents, her husband and her stepsons. Taking on the tougher topics, as well, she relates for the first time in print the painful loss of her husband, Larry, to lymphoma and her own battle with colon cancer. 


An engaging and spirited voice for our times, Sherr deftly weaves her personal insights, triumphs, and challenges into the panorama of our country’s social shifts and growing pains. Providing the telling details that place us on the scene, she discusses, among other major stories of the day:

· Her father’s stardom as a pioneering basketball player, with the dominant Jewish leagues and with the original Philadelphia Warriors;

· Growing up in Philadelphia in the 1950s, where she honed her love of public speaking and made her initial TV appearance—on “American Bandstand;”

· Her role in the “second” American Revolution—the feminist movement, as women successfully took on “men-only” careers;
· Perceptions from her more than 40 years on-site and in front of the camera as a news journalist;
· Her coverage of the ground-breaking vice presidential campaign of Geraldine Ferraro; the polarizing antiabortion debates that erupted and remain a wedge in our country’s political scene;
· Nabbing an interview with Frank Sinatra on the convention floor, the first interview with accused murderer Claus von Bulow during his Newport trial, plus Sharon Stone, Cher, and Gary Larson, and many others;
· Her critique on the critical state of TV news today, and her concerns regarding over-hyped and misleading news coverage;
· Surviving an “attack” by a wild giraffe and her ongoing connection to these other “tall blondes.”
Warm, witty, and wise, in OUTSIDE THE BOX Lynn Sherr has given us a thoughtful and thoroughly entertaining memoir full of the qualities that are the hallmarks of her award-winning career: honesty, insight, humor, and the gift of being adept at telling a really good story.
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