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A degree with distinction in research is an 
honor that recognizes a student for 
outstanding accomplishments in research. 
Students majoring in the Undergraduate 
Program in Biology and Medicine (UPBM) 
with research of exceptional quality and a 
minimum BIO GPA of 2.7 may apply for 
candidacy during their senior year. 
Candidates must have developed a novel 
body of work that includes publication 
quality data from which to generate a 
senior thesis. In addition, candidates must 

successfully present and defend their 
senior thesis before a faculty examination 
committee.

Planning of a senor thesis generally begins 
before or at the beginning of the senior 
year. Students should consult both their 
major/track coordinator and research 
advisor beforehand. Students may use 
research obtained through Independent 
Research (395) courses, fellowships, 
internships, and voluntary work to 

Obtaining a Degree with Distinction in Research
Application for Candidacy Due Thursday, March 1st, 2012

Invitation to Senior UPBM Majors
BA BIO, BS BBC, BS BEB, BS BCD, BS BMB & BS BMG Majors 
The Biology Department would like to 
invite you to meet with one of our faculty 
to have a friendly discussion about how 
you are doing, what your plans are, what 
aspects of your biology education at UR 
has been good or bad, and if there is  any 
advice we might be able to provide.  
Please note that this is voluntary and you 

may choose to meet with any Biology 
faculty member you feel comfortable with.  
If you would like to meet with a Biology 
faculty member, please respond by e-mail 
to Marianne Arcoraci with the names of 
one or two faculty members you would 
like to meet with at your earliest 
convenience. 

Happy New Year




