MA Reading List

English Renaissance

Thomas More: 

Selections from Utopia

Thomas Wyatt: 

“The Long Love that in my Thought Doth Harbor”  

“Whoso List to Hunt”

Edmund Spenser: 

The Faerie Queene, Book 1 and Book 2, Canto 12

Philip Sidney: 

The Defense of Poetry  

selections from Astrophil and Stella

Christopher Marlowe: 

Doctor Faustus
William Shakespeare: 

Sonnets and at least 4 plays (one history, one comedy, one tragedy, 

one romance)

John Donne: 

“The Flea” 

“The Canonization” 

“The Bait” 

“A Valediction: Forbidding Mourning” 

“The Relic” 

“Death, be not proud, though some have called thee” 

“Batter my heart, three-personed God; for you” 

“Oh, to vex me, contraries meet in one”

Aemilia Lanyer: 

“The Description of Cookham”

Ben Jonson: 

“To My Book” 

“To John Donne” 

“On My First Son”

 “Inviting a Friend to Supper” 

“To Penshurst” 

“To the Memory of My Beloved, The Author, Mr. William Shakespeare” 

and at least 1 of his comedies.

John Webster: 

The Duchess of Malfi

Francis Bacon: 

selections from Essays

George Herbert: 

“The Altar” 

“Easter” 

“Affliction (1)” 

“Prayer (1)” 

“Time” 

“Death” 

“Love”

Andrew Marvell: 

“The Garden” 

“To a Drop of Dew” 

“To His Coy Mistress”

John Milton: 

“How Soon Hath Time” 

“When I Consider How My Light is Spent” 

Comus

Paradise Lost 

