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KEY MESSAGES 
 

Rochester  Scholars Jr . 
- Non-credit Academic Program for Middle School Students - 

 
1. Rochester Scholars Jr. is the University of Rochester’s pre-college academic program for 

exceptional middle school students. It is offered three times a year with classes held at the 
UR River Campus and Medical Center. Students attend the commuter program during the 
Monroe County School District winter, spring, and summer breaks; and have a unique 
opportunity to become college students for one week. 

• Rochester Scholars Jr. (grades 6-8) provides an exciting academic experience for 
students to explore the sciences, humanities, social sciences, and engineering, in 
classes designed specifically for them. 

• The fun, eye-opening and challenging courses that reflect the many courses of 
study at the UR include medicine, philosophy, engineering, art, writing, physics, 
astronomy, microbiology, psychology, and more. 

• Students actively participate in workshops, class discussions, group projects, 
experiments, and labs, supplemented in many classes with field trips and guest 
speakers. They put this knowledge to use in independent, creative ways such as 
building functional robots; writing, editing, and designing publications; or 
participating in mock trials. 

• Rochester Scholars Jr. students will participate in on-campus supervised activities 
and games during the lunch hour including team-building exercises, races, and 
other recreational events. 

• Rochester Scholars Jr. is a great self-esteem and self-confidence booster. 
 

2. Rochester Scholars Jr. is a proven academic program: 
• Over 30 courses are offered each session. Renowned UR faculty, graduate 

students, and top local educators teach the courses. 
• With just 12-20 students to a class, the instructors have the opportunity to truly 

engage each and every student and provide them with a very unique, collaborative 
learning experience.  

• 98 percent of students surveyed said they would participate in the program again.  
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3. The registration deadlines vary and are published on our website and in the Rochester 

Scholars and Rochester Scholars Jr. course brochures.  
• To register, call the University of Rochester’s Office of Special Programs at  

(585) 275-2344 or register online at www.rochester.edu/osp. 
• Rochester Scholars Jr. classes are full-day courses meeting from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., 

Monday to Friday. Supervised student drop-off as early as 8 a.m. and pick-up as 
late as 5 p.m. is provided for Rochester Scholars Jr. students. 

• The tuition cost includes books, supplies, and lunch. Please check our website and 
current course brochure for the most up-to-date tuition information. 

• Discount rates are available to children and grandchildren of UR faculty, staff, 
and alumni. 

 
4. The UR Office of Special Programs and Part-Time Studies takes a special interest in the 

education of Upstate New York’s young people. 
• Our multiple youth programs help students expand their minds, take educational 

adventures, and learn in a challenging and fun environment. 
• Beyond our youth-oriented programs, our office also offers myriad credit and 

non-credit classes and thought-provoking seminars for adults, senior citizens, 
professionals, and educators. 
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