
OFFICE OF SPECIAL PROGRAMS 
 AND PART-TIME STUDIES 

 

127 Lattimore Hall 
P.O. Box 270358 
Rochester, New York 14627-0358 
(585) 275-2344 phone 
(585) 461-5901 fax 
www.rochester.edu/osp 
 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
FORMER BIZ KID$ STUDENTS AWARDED SCHOLARSHIPS  

TO ATTEND UNIQUE ENTREPRENEURSHIP PROGRAM 
- City of Rochester Youth Attend The Young Entrepreneurs Academy - 

 
 
ROCHESTER, N.Y., October 26, 2007 Ð Four City of Rochester students were awarded full  

scholarships to attend the Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) at the University of Rochester. Trey 

Burgess, seventh grade, Genesee Community Charter School; Miaya Fountain-Williams, seventh grade, 

Nazareth Hall Middle School; Akyla Tomlinson, tenth grade, Nazareth Academy; and Niambe 

Tomlinson, ninth grade, Our Lady of Mercy High School, were accepted into the YEA! class of 2007-

2008. The Academy is a nine-month-long program that guides middle and high school students through 

the process of starting and running their own real businesses. 

 

ÒBiz Kid$ provides students with a great introduction to entrepreneurship. The Young Entrepreneurs 

Academy further challenges these graduates by giving them the opportunity to engage inÑ and teaching 

the theory behindÑ each step in the business development process,Ó said Gayle Jagel, founder and 

executive director of the Young Entrepreneurs Academy at the University of Rochester. 

 

As a prerequisite for scholarship consideration, each recipient had to participate in the Biz Kid$ program, 

a weeklong camp run by the City of Rochester Bureau of Parks and Recreation. This is the second year 

that the City of Rochester has provided Biz Kid$ Scholarships for their graduates to attend the Young 

Entrepreneurs Academy. 

 

ÒBiz Kid$ opens a whole new world for young people to discover the concept of being an entrepreneur.  

The youth realize they can take a passion or a talent and put it to work for their future. YEA! gives our  
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budding entrepreneurs the chance to take their ideas to the next level,Ó said Nancy Johns-Price, program 

development specialist for the City of RochesterÕs Recreation Bureau. ÒOur partnership with the Young 

Entrepreneurs Academy is a great fi t.Ó 

 

About the Young Entrepreneurs Academy  

The Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) is a groundbreaking nine-month program that guides 

students in grades 6-12 through the process of starting a real business, including business plan 

development, pitching an investor panel, obtaining funding, launching the venture, managing media 

campaigns, e-commerce and web development, sales events, and trade shows. Entrepreneur guest 

speakers, business mentors, and visits to local companies anchor the instruction around real-world 

applications and experiences. The end result of the YEA! program, unlike other simulation models, is a 

fully formed and functioning business, which is carried on by students after graduation. Launched in 

2004, the program focuses on themes of driving innovation, viewing the world in new ways, recognizing 

opportunities, valuing risk taking, networking, providing solutions and creating value. Students (ages 12 

to 17) are taught to recognize the power of their ideas, and to develop the skills necessary to turn those 

ideas into meaningful enterprises. All of the learning at the Young Entrepreneurs Academy is real, 

experiential, and fun. The program is offered in New York State at the University of Rochester with the 

support of a grant from the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation and at the State University of New York 

at Geneseo with support from the Finger Lakes WIRED initiative. For more information about the Young 

Entrepreneurs Academy, please call 585.275.6902 or visit www.rochester.edu/osp. 

  

About Biz Kid$ 

Biz Kid$ is a weeklong camp run by the City of Rochester Bureau of Parks and Recreation that helps 

youth, ages 10 to 18, start their very own real businesses. Biz Kid$ camp is free to attend for City of 

Rochester residents. For more information, contact Melanie Killian at 585.428.7371 or visit 

http://www.ci.rochester.ny.us/prhs/humanservices/bizkids/index.cfm. 
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