UR Reacts to King’s Assassination

Students March

UR students are marching this
morning to a memorial service
for Dr, Martin Luther King, assas-
inated black leader, in downtown
Rochester. A community-wide
memorial service for the late civil
rights leader is scheduled for noon
at the Civic Center plaza.

In connection with the planned
march, W. Allen Wallis, president
of the university, issued a state-
ment late yesterday concerning
student participation in the mem-
orial activities. He said, *I sym-
pathize with and encourage the
desires of many students to part-
icipate in Tuesday’s services for
Martin Luther King. Under our
regulations, nodisciplinary conse-
guences arise from missing class-
es.

I am urging the faculty to see
that no educational consequences
arise from missing classes to
attend the serveies, and I am
confident that students can count
on the full support and cooper-
ation of the faculty.”

It is expected that many classes
will be cancelled today.

The march was scheduled to
leave Eastman quadrangle at a-

round 10:30 a,m. Participants were
to proceed along River boulevard,
on to Mount Hope avenue, to South
Clinton, and finally on Broad, past
the offices of the Gamnett press,
past Midtown plaza, past the War

(Continued on page 7)

BERNARD GIFFORD of FIGHT addresses the audience atthe Memorial
for King Service as UR student, Jackson Collins, looks on,

Black Students Organize, Hold Teach-In

The formation of the new Ro-
chester Black Students union was
made public this weekend on the
wake of the slaying of black leader
Martin Luther King in addition to
quite a few activities on campus
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concerning civil rights.

Some of the goals and plans of the
union were officially announced at
a teach-in on racism Sunday even-
ing in the FDB.

The union has not yet determined
an organizational structure; it is
still developing a constitution, part
of the process in receivingachar-
ter from the SA. The group is also
seeking funds from the SA Finance
board. According to one member,
individual members of the union
have varying ideas on what the
organization should be and what
goals it should have.

At the teach-in, Karl Baker, a
UR senior and member of the union,

 outlined a few possibilities for the

group. The organization should
first insist that the university
admit more black students. To
encourage blacks to come to the
UR, a scholarship fund directed at
aiding the underprivileged might
also be established.

TEACH NEGRO HISTORY

Baker suggested thatthe univer-
sity teach Negro history as a
special course, and that a profes-
sor be chosen by the Black Students
union to teach it. He urged thatthe
campus news media cover news
throughout the country that
“racist® newspapers in every city
in the couniry refuse to cover.

Finally, Baker pointed to in-
stances in which the university has
been a direct participant in foster-
ing unjust conditions. For instance,
Strong Memorial hospital has re-

Among the other speakers were
Bernard Gifford, a representative
of the Rochester civil rights group
FIGHT, Dan Walkowitz, a history
graduate student, Mr. Bragan Tho-
mas, a biochemist at Strong Mem-
orial hospital, and Professor
Loren Baritz of the history depart-
ment.

Professor Baritz addressed the
audience of around 150 people last,
before a discussion of the Negro
problem began. Baritz noted, in
what observers felt to be a brooding
bitterness, that he was amazed at
the agility of the American langu-
age to produce those euphemisms
for telling the truth which he had
heard from the earlier speakers.

The problem, he pointed out, is
not racism, but rather the Ameri-
can system of capitalism.

Racism is built into the fabric of
American capitalism, because
American capitalism depends on a
proletariat that is victimized,
Baritz declared. “Investment for
private profit® is *the name of the
game.” Consequently, investments
must be protected at any cost. The
slum is the foundation of the sub-
urb, he believes,

PRIVATE RESPONSE

The whole basis ot the American
economy encourages private re-
sponses to problems, Such re-
sponses are exemplified by segre-
gation, prejudice, and looting,
because the segregationists, the
prejudiced, and the looters have
only private interests in mind,
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Memorial, to the Civic Center.
The march was scheduled to coin-
cide with the funeral for Dr. King
in Atlanta.

Other marchers, from the black
ghettos of the inner city, will
converge on the Civic Center for
the services. “Your Neighbors?®,
an informal group, is sponsoring
the march in the black wards.

According to the Democrat and
Chronicle, the group’s spokesman,
Anthony Brown, has said, “This
march is set up to involve the
black people of the street who are
never called on to participate in
anything.” He also said that his
group has urged the black commun-
ity to observe “Black Tuesday”
by staying home from work or
school, closing area businesses
~and marching,

- The student march has been
organized by the UR Students’
association.





