GOG Officers’ Meeting:

November 10, 2006

1) Start of Meeting: 12:15pm--
a. Cynthia called the meeting to order.

b. There were 6 officers in attendance: Cynthia, Carlos, Kuldeepsinh, John, Maia and Gilbert.

c. Jill Thorson sat in for the Social Committee Chairs Neil Bardhan and Jing Cheng.
d. Absent: Neil, Jing and Aviva.

2) GOG Committees:
a. Forum Committee:

i. GOG Conference Fund-

1. Cynthia proposed a fund be created to help support graduate students’ requests for funding when presenting at conferences.
2. Application Criteria and Regulations-
a. Application-
i. Students will need to demonstrate a need not already covered by their department and describe how the conference will enhance their academic experience.
ii. Provide your name and title of the paper to be posted on the GOG Website (GOG will maintain a list of past conferences and students it has funded).
b. Funding-
i. Past funding by the Forum Committee generally supplies $500 to departments holding conferences of potential benefit to all graduate students.
ii. Vote of supplying up to $300 per individual interested in presenting at a conference: Motion passed unanimously.
c. Deadlines and Restrictions-
i. There will be cut-off dates for Spring and Fall requests (yet to be determined).
ii. No more than two people per department per year will be provided funding.
iii. Only 10 individual requests for funding will be granted per year.
iv. Students must present at their chosen conferences in order to receive funding.
d. Should we expand coverage and funding?
i. GOG will fund only conferences for now in order to test the system and then review its progress after one year.
ii. All of the officers present were in favor of implementing these ideas, but anything regarding the Forum Committee will need to be reviewed by the Forum Committee Chair before any decisions can be finalized. 
b. Advocacy Committee:

i. Nothing yet to report.
c. Social Activities Committee:
i. Activities-
1. Wine and Cheese Party-
a. Date: December 7, 2006
b. Time: 6-9pm
c. Location: Yet to be determined.
2. Possible collaboration with the Warner School and Medical Center-
a. Active student groups from these schools are interested in participating in GOG events and gaining funds.
b. Current Events proposed by the Med Center students -
i. Dodge-ball and Hockey games, Thanksgiving Charity Events, a Wegman’s Run and Tapas-Night.

c. Joint GOG & URMC Events-

i. Hold a Graduate Student Gala or Formal?

ii. Wine & Cheese.

iii. Hold many small events mixed with a few large events per semester (to be discussed by Jill and URMC presidents).

iv. All want more active participation from different organizations and students.

3. Funding and Attendance-
a. Obtain requisition forms from the Treasurer in order to finance events when organized through University-approved vendors (not all vendors accept blue requisition forms).
i. Both the Speaker and Treasurer need to sign requisition forms.
ii. Keep all receipts and the Treasurer will reimburse funds.
iii. Emphasis for the need to keep a list of attendees at ALL GOG events and meetings in order to be reimbursed (the university will not reimburse us if we don’t have sign-in sheets. The Secretary will create a template for sign-in sheets).  
3) GOG Officers:

a. Speaker-
i. Carlos Gomez Gallo will take over for Cynthia Foo as Speaker in December since she is no longer in residence.

b. Secretary-

i. New Duties-

1. Card-Reader Access for the GOG Lounge-

a. Contact Security Office with requests for either adding or removing students from the access list 

b. Correct access problems should they arise.

2. Graduate Email List-

a. Keep and updated list of students.

i. Should be handled by I.T. and the Registrar as an automatic list—this isn’t the case.

ii. Keep in contact with the Director of Communication, Bill Murphy, concerning communication problems. 

b. Distribute important information to students.

c. Treasurer-

i. New Duties-

1. In charge of all requests for funding and refunds.

2. GOG Activity Fee Deadlines and Regulations-
a. All students will now have until the 30th of September to request a refund in the Fall Semester and until February 15th to request a refund in the Spring Semester.

b. All of those who request a refund for their GOG Activity fee will not be able to use the GOG Lounge. 

ii. Updates-

1. GOG will not be able to use a P-Card for their purchases and thus will continue purchasing the necessary items and request reimbursement from the Treasurer. 

d. Webmaster-

i. The Online Forum-

1. Little progress has been made in adding GOG to an online, public forum that is difficult to navigate, has a cumbersome application process and is of questionable reliability.

2. GOG has decided to pay $100 a year for an outside forum account which will take approximately one month to create: Unanimously approved.
e. Forum Chair-

i. No change.

f. Advocacy Chair-

i. No change.

g. Social Activities Co-Chairs-

i. Jill Thorson will replace Neil Bardhan and join Jing Cheng as Co-Chair of the Social Activities Committee (to be confirmed by Carlos Gallo).
4) GOG Office and Lounge:

a. Office Supplies:
i. GOG needs labels and a new laser printer.
1. Use the university’s discount for office supplies.

2. Officers will need to submit a list of necessary items to the Speaker and Treasurer for approval.

ii. Whiteboard and Lock-Box-
1. Maia will contact University Facilities to install two whiteboards in the GOG Lounge and nail the Lock-Box to the wall.

2. There will be only one key to the Lock-Box and only GOG Officers will know the code.
5) Future GOG Meetings:

a. GOG Officers will meet once a month at 1pm on Fridays in the GOG Lounge.
b. General GOG Meetings should be held at least once a month.

6) Meeting adjourned at 1:30pm.
Secretary: Gilbert Kirton
