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Why Take Attendance

 Encourage students to come to class

 Attendance correlated with performance



The Value of Attendance-taking 

in Larger Classes

Correlate 

attendance 

with grades!



Student Check-In Method

 Medium size classes (30-100 students)



Card Swipe Method

 Large Lecture (over 100 students)





Raw Data

 Attendance alone

 Good for office 

hours

 1:1 discussions

Instructor view…



Red Flags
 High attendance + low grades

 Low attendance + low grades

 Low attendance + high grades

!
Filtered list: 4 out of 90 meet the criteria



Identifying Struggling Students

 Red flag:

 High attendance

 Low grades

 Short list of 

students who are 

really trying but 

need extra help

 Short list

(e.g. 4 out of 90)



Identifying Students Who Have 

Other Priorities

 Red flag:

 Low attendance

 Low grades

 Liable to drop or 

withdraw from the 

course anyway (or 

should get that 

suggestion before 

it's too late)



Identifying Students Who May 

Be Cheating

 Red flag:

 Low attendance

 High grades

 Also correlate: 

exam grades?

 Very smart; already 

know the subject? 

(Looking for the easy A), 

or…

 Cheating?

 Also correlate with exams

 High lab grades + low 

exam grades + low 

attendance = super red 

flag!



Special Events



Alternative to Grading

 CREDIT:

In-class, 

follow-along 

lab exercises



Questions
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