
I met Alan Stockman on a visit to campus in 
1985, when I was considering Rochester’s 
doctoral program in economics. I liked him 
immediately, and ultimately he became 
my thesis advisor, coauthor, friend, and 
colleague until his death from cancer in 
January at age 58.

As the Marie C. and Joseph C. Wilson 
Professor of Economics, he published path-
breaking research on exchange rates, busi-
ness cycles, monetary policy, and inflation.

But he was also a beloved teacher and 
advisor. Three other women students in my 
graduate school cohort also worked with 
Alan. Even today, four is a big number when 
it comes to women in economics depart-
ments, and advising four women students 
in a single year probably put Alan in the 
national record books. We became known 
as “Alan’s Angels,” a wry reference to the 
cheesy 1970s television show Charlie’s 
Angels. All of us went on to professional 
careers in economics, supported by Alan’s 
guidance and mentorship.

As I moved through my career, Alan was 
always ready to discuss economic research 
with an open mind, and invariably, with 
good advice. He taught me, among other 
things, that economics is fun (“When it 
stops being fun, it’s time to find something 
else to do”). He taught me that good ideas 
are simple, and you will know when your 
idea is right. Long before the popular New 
York Times blog Freakonomics, Alan taught 
me that economics is at work in every facet 
of human activity. Lastly, he taught me that 

economics is a job (“Your family and your 
personal life deserve attention, because 
economics cannot, and probably should not, 
be the center of your life”).

I last saw Alan two years ago. I tried to 
talk with him about new problems I was 
working on. After a few minutes he said, 
“You know, fighting this cancer has just tak-
en too much from me. Tell me about your 
kids.” I felt sad because it was clear cancer 
had robbed Alan of his love of economics. 
On the other hand (and economists always 
have two hands!), in the end Alan focused 
on what we both knew really mattered.

—Linda Tesar ’91 (PhD)

Linda Tesar is the chair of the department 
of economics at the University of Michigan.

Tribute

Alan Stockman: Scholar, Advisor, Friend

ADVISOR: Stockman was known for his 
“open mind and good advice.”
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Stuart C. Black ’57M (PhD),
January 2010

Carol Forsberg Camp ’57N,
January 2010

Paul T. Feldman ’57,
January 2010

Fawzi Pualwan ’57M (Res),
November 2008

Samuel D. Femiano ’58 (MS),
December 2009

Roberta Busky Abrams ’59N,
December 2009

Joseph R. Coratti ’59W (MS),
December 2008

Thomas C. McBride ’59M (Res),
January 2010

Mildred Gormel Polhill ’59W, ’64W (MA),
January 2010

Meda Bowman Romanowski ’59W, 
’61W (MS), December 2009

Larry V. Weed ’59E (MM),
May 2008

Reginald W. F. Conway ’60,
January 2010

Barbara Closs Humphreys ’60,
January 2010

Kathleen Hood Johnson ’60E,
November 2009

Ramon P. Minx ’61M (MS),
July 2009

Robert H. Palmatier ’61E,
October 2009

David W. Petko ’61S,
January 2010

James A. Spahn ’61M (MS),
December 2009

George H. Bruce ’62 (PhD),
January 2008

A. Edward Doser ’62W (MA),
November 2009

Andrew A. Romano ’62,
December 2009

Robert F. Streb ’63W (MA),
December 2009

David E. Strebe ’63,
July 2009

Barbara Seelbach ’64,
December 2009

James C. Dangel ’65M (MD),
January 2010

Edward C. Hagerott ’65 (MS),
January 2010

Kenneth L. Wrisley ’66,
November 2009

Anne Bergstedt Farkas ’67,
December 2009

Karen Schulman ’68,
April 2009

Lawrence R. Bumpus ’69S,
December 2009

Gary D. Roghair ’70M (Res),
June 2008

Robert D. Coursey ’71 (PhD),
December 2009

Carl A. Puehn ’71 (MA),
December 2009

Mark L. Sosower ’71, ’72 (MA), ’75 (MA),
December 2009

Diane Korf Tennis ’71 (PhD),
December 2009

Eugene V. Bowers ’72W (EdD),
December 2009

Michael E. Davin ’72,
January 2010

Robert F. Rakowski ’72M (PhD),
February 2008

Bruce E. Thornton ’72 (MS),
December 2009

John A. Cipollone ’74S (MBA),
August 2008

Michael Salvatore Giuffre ’77 (PhD),
January 2010

John J. Schwartz ’78W (PhD),
January 2010

Moira Davidson ’79,
December 2009

Carol Kennedy ’83W (MS),
July 2008

Cynthia G. Jonsen ’89S (MBA),
January 2010

Mary Hauk ’95M (Pdc), ’04M (MPH),
January 2010

James D. St. John ’98S (MBA),
January 2010

Michele Rose Compertore ’01,
March 2009

Ilana Schuster Jonsson ’03,
January 2010
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