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UNIvERSIty LIbRARIES/DEpARtMENt Of RARE bOOkS, SpEcIAL cOLLEctIONS, AND pRESERvAtION

Andrew S. Lapidus ’60,
June 2010

Anthony S. Marciano ’60,
December 2008

Judith Ansel Thomas ’61E (MM),
July 2010

Russell C. Webber ’61,
July 2010

William R. Boothby ’62S,
July 2010

Susannah Mallery Rank ’63, ’63N,
May 2010

Donald F. Ingerick ’64,
June 2010

John D. Valaik ’64 (PhD),
June 2010

Robert J. Blossom ’65,
May 2010

Kent C. Hurley ’65 (MA),
April 2010

Beverly Densmore Williams-Lupi ’65N,
June 2010

James M. Benson ’67,
June 2010

Barbara Orioli Dilulio ’67W (MA),
July 2010

Timothy J. Leach ’68S (MBA),
July 2010

Lois Valinoti ’68,
July 2009

Harold E. McNiel ’69E (DMA),
July 2010

Ferenc M. Szasz ’69 (PhD),
June 2010

Jack L. Richards ’70 (PhD),
June 2010

Gary F. Habansky ’72M (Pdc),
June 2010

Dink McCarter ’72 (MA),
January 2010

William C. Stratmann ’72 (PhD),
June 2010

Marjorie McCarty Garay ’73W (Mas),
June 2010

Amy Norman ’73,
April 2010

David E. Etheridge ’74E (DMA),
July 2010

Elizabeth Miller Hansen ’74S (MS),
June 2010

Gail Ludemann-Newman ’75,
March 2010

Marshall R. Deeney ’77M (Pdc),
June 2010

Robert T. Lemmon ’78 (MA),
July 2010

Jeffrey J. Reichenthal ’81,
June 2010

Arthur G. Ferrillo ’86E,
June 2010

Irshad H. Qureshi ’95S (MBA),
June 2010

Stephen Paraka ’98,
June 2010

Thomas R. Beikirch ’02S (MBA),
July 2010

I first met John frazer in 1966 
when I came to Rochester 
to begin my residency in 
otolaryngology. A native 
Rochesterian, John spent 
most of his life here, helping 
and comforting thousands of 
patients over his long career. 
His career included nearly 
20 years as the chief of the 
Medical center’s division of 
otolaryngology, during which 
he oversaw the transformation 
of the field from a division of 
the department of surgery to 
its own department, with its 
own residency program.

throughout his life, until his 
death last April at age 95, John 
was engaging and gregarious, 
an excellent clinician, a won-
derful teacher, an inspiring 
leader, and a cherished friend.

John had an extraordinary commitment to service. During 
World War II, he volunteered to serve in the Navy, but was rejected 
because, while in medical school at Rochester, he had contracted 
tuberculosis. Later he volunteered for Army service and was again 
turned down. In private conversations, he often expressed regret 
that he was unable to serve his country through military service.

In Hawaii, where he began his clinical practice in 1948, John 
would find satisfaction in humanitarian service. part of his work 
in Hawaii involved regular trips to the island of Molokai to treat 

lepers in the colony originally 
founded by father Damien. It 
was there that he developed 
innovative surgical techniques 
in laryngeal reconstruction. 
this work was later published 
in scholarly journals.

In 1963, John returned to 
Rochester with his wife, Doris, 
and two daughters, tulle and 
Sherry, and began his tenure as 
chief of otolaryngology. When 
he retired from that position at 
age 67, he continued an active 
clinical practice for another 10 
years, saw some patients until 
he was about 90, and con-
sulted for the nearby veterans 
Affairs outpatient clinic.

John also remained an avid 
swimmer and gardener and 
made annual excursions to 
the Adirondacks to hunt deer. 

I think these trips were more about love of the outdoors and boon 
companionship than hunting, however. He allegedly once said that 
he was willing to shoot any deer that attacked him. His innate com-
passion for all creatures great and small made it impossible for him 
to hunt in earnest. —John Norante ’69M (Res)

Norante has served on the faculty of the School of Medicine and 
Dentistry since 1972 and is a clinical associate professor in the 
department of otolaryngology.

TribuTE

John Frazer ’39M (MD): Committed to Service

DIVISION CHIEF: Frazer was the chief of otolaryngology at the 
Medical Center from 1963 to 1981.
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