
March–April 2013 ROCHESTER REVIEW 61

Class Notes
IN

 M
EM

O
R

IA
M

University LibrAries/DepArtMent of rAre books, speciAL coLLections, AnD preservAtion

Marjorie Winey Hartzell ’60E, 
January 2013

Joseph A. Kochen ’60M (MD), 
December 2012

Richard W. Loughry ’60M (MD), 
January 2013

Janet Miller Sheldon ’60E 
(MM), April 2012

Kenneth E. Kinnamon ’61M 
(MS), December 2012

Robert F. Holroyd ’62, 
December 2012

William M. Laufenberg ’62, ’63 
(MA), December 2012

Gertrude Owens Teck ’62, 
December 2012

Theodore H. Horwitz ’63, 
January 2013

Judith Manion Kish ’63, 
January 2013

Claire Handte Tuttle ’63W 
(MA), January 2013

Lyman H. Boynton ’64M (MD), 
June 2012

Duncan A. Gordon ’64M (Res), 
December 2012

Caroline Breese Hall ’64M 
(MD), December 2012

Lynda Lee Bailey Muir ’64N, 
June 2012

Sally Helm ’65N, ’71N (MS),
 April 2012
David R. Williams ’65E (PhD), 

December 2012
Thomas J. Sergiovanni ’66W 

(EdD), January 2013
Donald P. Buchmueller ’67, 

November 2012
Robert R. Lane ’67, June 2011
William J. Peters ’67, January 2013

Carol Ann Yavorsky Workman 
’67, January 2013

Dolores Rissler Ellenberger 
’68N, December 2012

Raymond D. Olson ’68M (Res), 
December 2012

Carol Shiffman ’68, 
October 2011

Irving J. Goodman ’69 (PhD), 
November 2012

Karen Herbrandson Kast ’71, 
January 2013

Joseph E. Klimschot ’71W (EdD), 
January 2013

Sherry Zannoth Cavalli ’72E 
(MM), November 2012

Robert S. Fenchel ’73, 
December 2012

Donald C. Logan ’73M (Res), 
’73M (Flw), January 2013

William L. Bristow ’75, ’78 (MS), 
October 2012

John G. Leinen ’77M (PhD), 
November 2012

Kathryn Brandt ’78,  
January 2013

Suzanne Forsythe Leicht ’79N 
(MS), December 2012

Steve Montellese ’79, 
May 2011

Andrew R. Haas ’82 (PhD), 
January 2013

Cindy Kovacs Vacca ’87N, ’89N 
(MS), December 2012

Andrew K. Riseberg ’92, 
January 2013

Donald I. Chun Sun ’93M (Res), 
January 2013

Chad A. Jividen ’06S (MBA), 
January 2013

TribuTe

M. Parker Givens: Gentleman and Scholar
it was after 4 o’clock on 
thursday afternoon, and in the 
darkened room on the fourth 
floor of Dewey Hall, the students 
in the optics teaching lab were 
frustrated that the interferom-
eter that looked so simple in 
theory proved so impossible to 
align in reality. After all, they 
were seniors in the premier op-
tics program in the country. How 
could they spend all afternoon 
trying, without success, to align 
the apparatus?

finally, they called on 
professor Givens. He walked 
over—perhaps not as steadily as 
he had 53 years before, when he 
joined the optics faculty at the 
University—scanned the set up, 
and adjusted one of the many 
knobs just slightly. the experi-
ment worked. 

“you almost had it,” he said. 
“it just needed a little tweak.”

Another generation of stu-
dents had learned that the gray-
haired gentleman with a slightly 
soft accent that betrayed his 
virginia roots was an incredibly 
capable optical scientist.

M. parker Givens was born in 
richmond in 1916. After gradu-
ating from the University of 
richmond in 1937, he went north 
to study physics at cornell. He 
received a doctorate in 1942 

and, after brief stints at the 
Johns Hopkins Applied physics 
Laboratory and penn state, 
joined the institute of optics as 
an assistant professor in 1947. 
Although he spent the rest of 
his life in upstate new york, he 
remained a southern gentleman, 
in the best sense of the term. 
When his wife of more than 50 
years, Gene, died, he buried her 
in virginia, and when he died 
this past January, he was buried 
next to her.

A specialist on the spectros-
copy of metal surfaces, over the 
years he worked in many areas, 
including holography, photo-

grammetry, and physical optics 
generally. He was involved in 
early balloon flights in the 1940s 
to study the ozone layer of the 
atmosphere and in the develop-
ment of the todd-Ao widescreen 
movie camera and projection 
system. He and other insti-
tute faculty members went to 
Manhattan to join Michael todd, 
the director of Oklahoma!, and 
his wife, elizabeth taylor, at the 
film’s opening.

in the early 1960s, just after 
the laser was invented, he and 
bob Hopkins, the institute’s then 
director, traveled to universities 
to demonstrate the new device. 

out of that came the “optics 
road show,” a collection of 
demonstrations that have gone 
out to colleges, high schools, 
and even elementary schools.

parker and Gene raised a 
family in a cobblestone house 
in Williamson, n.y. the long 
daily commute allowed them 
to indulge in his favorite hobby, 
beekeeping, and hers, raising 
prize-winning Afghan hounds. He 
kept his friends and colleagues 
supplied with honey and even 
taught a class in beekeeping at 
the University once or twice.

one of his doctoral students, 
James Wyant ’69 (phD), a 
University trustee, paid him a 
rare honor in endowing the M. 
parker Givens chair in optics 
while parker was still an active 
member of the teaching faculty. 
in 1981, when parker turned 
65, there was still mandatory 
retirement, but he remained 
on the adjunct teaching faculty 
for 22 more years. All of us who 
knew him will fondly remember 
a kind, wise, and caring mentor 
who was always a gentleman.
—per Adamson and carlos stroud

Adamson is director of the 
Optics Teaching Laboratory, and 
Stroud is a professor of optics 
at Rochester.

MENTOR: Givens influenced generations of optics students at 
Rochester, where he began teaching in 1947.
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