
The  information in italics and yellow highlights is being provided as additional clarification of the federal requirements.  DELETE THIS AND ALL OTHER INSTRUCTIONS IN ITALICS and yellow highlights BEFORE SUBMITTING.  

· The Assent script must be written in first person, just as you will be talking with the child who is a potential subject (e.g., “You are being asked to take part in a research study about…”).  
· The page numbering already inserted in the footer must be maintained to show what each page number is out of the total number of assent script pages (e.g., 2 of 4).
Assent Script
Child age 7-12
Title of Study:      
Principal Investigator:      
University of Rochester Department:      
Co-Investigators:       Delete if not applicable.
Faculty Advisor:        Delete if not applicable.
The people named above are doing a research study.  They are trying to find out something that will help people in the future.
These are some things we want you to know about research studies:
Your parent needs to give permission for you to be in this study.  You do not have to be in this study if you don’t want to, even if your parent has already given permission. [delete last sentence if not true for this study] 

If you start, you may stop being in the study at any time.  If you decide to stop, no one will be angry or upset with you.  [If a treatment protocol, add: Your doctors will still continue to take good care of you.]
Why are you being asked to be in this research study?

Simple explanation why the child is invited to participate.
What will happen during this study?
Simple explanation of procedures; lists often work well.  Indicate the length of time of the individual participant’s active involvement.  Tell participants whether there is any follow-up.
· For studies that involve video or audio recording:

· Simple explanation of what will be done with tapes, i.e., the purpose for making the recording.

· Advise participants that audio and video recordings may be requested to be turned off, if that is true for the study; if not, restate that the subject can stop (withdraw) at any time.
· Include the following:
Check the line that best matches your choice:

_____ OK to record you during the study

_____ Not OK to record you during the study

Sample Wording: 
This study will take place at [name study site] and will last      .  I will be talking with you to get your thoughts and feelings about different things.  I will ask you questions about how you get along with your friends and family and how you feel about yourself.  You also will be asked to answer some questions on a computer and to talk about some things with your mom.
All of the information that you tell me during the interviews will be kept private, just between you and me.  But if I have any concerns about how you are doing, I may need to talk to you some more to make sure that you are OK, and I may need to talk to your parents or another person who can help you.  Some of the questions may make you feel upset, so you can choose not to answer any questions that you do not feel like answering.  If you get tired, you can take a break.

If you don’t feel like you want to do this right now, just tell us.  Even if your parent  says it is all right for you to be in this study, you don’t have to. 

Who will be told the things we learn about you in this study?
Describe who will have access to the information collected.  Be clear about whether pregnancy, illegal activity, psychological tendencies will be reported and to whom.  Be clear about what parents and teachers will be told.
What if you or your parents don’t want you to be in this study?

If applicable to the study (i.e.,. delete this section if the only option is not to participate).
If you or your parents don’t want you to be in this study, here are some other things that you may be able to do      
Will you get any money or gifts for being in this research study?

Choose ONE applicable sentence.  Only indicate if the child is receiving money or gift.  
Describe payment or gift and schedule for their receipt. For studies with more than one visit/interaction, address how payment/gift will be prorated in the event the participant withdraws from the study prior to completion  
You will not receive any money or gifts for being in this research study.

You will receive       for being in this study.  
Do you have any questions?

Do you want to be in the study?

Person Obtaining Assent:

I have read this form to the subject and/or the subject has read this form.  .  An explanation of the research was given and questions from the participant were solicited and answered to the participant’s satisfaction.  In my judgment, the participant has demonstrated comprehension of the information.  I have given the subject adequate time to consider the study before providing assent.

_______________________________________________
Print Name and Title

_____________________________________________
 Signature      ______________Date
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