
   

University Health Service, University of Rochester 
IMMUNIZATION REQUIREMENTS FOR FULL- TIME STUDENTS 

 

All records must be submitted in English. 
New York State Public Health Law #2165 requires that all full-time and part-time (enrolled for at least six hours per semester, or four hours per 
quarter) students born on or after January 1, 1957 attending a college or university in New York State must provide the following immunization 
information. New York State Public Health Law #2167 requires colleges and universities to provide information about meningococcal meningitis 
(also called meningococcal disease) and vaccine availability to students: 
 

New York State Requirements for FULL-TIME STUDENTS 
Measles (Rubeola): Students must submit proof of immunity to measles through one of the following ways: 
 Two doses of live measles vaccine

1
.  The first dose given on or after the student’s first birthday and the second on or after 15 

months of age and at least 30 days after the first dose, OR 
 Serological evidence of immunity through a blood test performed by an approved medical laboratory, OR 
 Proof of honorable discharge from the armed services within 10 years from the date of application to the institution. The proof of 

honorable discharge shall qualify as a certificate enabling the student to attend the institution pending actual receipt of 
immunization records from the armed services. 

Mumps: Students must submit proof of immunity to mumps through one of the following: 
 Single dose of live mumps vaccine

2
  given on or after the first birthday, OR 

 Serological evidence of mumps immunity through a blood test performed by an approved medical laboratory, OR 
 Proof of honorable discharge from the armed services provides temporary certification as described above for measles 
Rubella: Students must submit proof of immunity to rubella through one of the following: 
 Single dose of live rubella virus vaccine

2
  given on or after the first birthday, OR 

 Serological evidence of rubella antibodies through a blood test performed by an approved medical laboratory, OR 
 Proof of honorable discharge from the armed services provides temporary certification as described above for measles. 
 
 

 
Meningococcus:   Universities are required by New York State law to distribute information about meningococcal meningitis and vaccine 
availability to students.  You are asked to indicate receipt of this information on the Health History Form and document vaccination date, if 
already received.  At this time, Meningococcus Vaccination is not required.    
 

All immunization dates and serological evidence must be verified by the signature of a health practitioner on health history form; or as an 
immunization record submitted by a doctor’s office, an institution, or school previously attended by the student. The signature of the certifying 
physician or school official must appear on all immunization records. Any serological evidence must be verified by including a copy of the 
laboratory report of said serological evidence (titers). 
 

New York State law mandates that students not in compliance with the requirements 30-45 days after the start of classes are to be withdrawn 
from school and required to leave campus. 
 

NYS law provides that an exemption may be granted upon receipt of either “a written, signed statement that the student has sincere and genuine 
religious beliefs which prohibit immunization” or “a written statement from a physician or nurse practitioner specifying the immunizations which 
may be detrimental to the student’s health (or otherwise medically contraindicated) and the length of time they may be detrimental.” In case of an 
outbreak, students who have been granted exemption from immunizations will be treated as susceptible and must either be immunized or barred 
from campus.  
 

University of Rochester Additional Requirements for FULL-TIME STUDENTS: 
Tetanus/Diphtheria: Student must have received Tetanus/Diphtheria (Td), OR Tetanus/Diphtheria/Pertussis (Tdap) vaccine within 9 
years prior to entering the University.  
Polio: All students must have received polio vaccine.  Enter the date of last vaccination on the form.  Either Oral (OPV) or 
Intramuscular (IPV) forms of vaccine are acceptable. 

Tuberculin Skin Test (PPD):  Required within 6 months prior to the start of classes for any student who has lived outside the United 
States within the past 5 years in a country where tuberculosis is endemic.  This includes ALL COUNTRIES EXCEPT those listed as 
having a low incidence of tuberculosis.  If PPD test is positive (10mm or over induration) then a chest x-ray must be done and a 
printed chest x-ray report must be provided with paperwork. SEE COUNTRIES LIST BELOW. 
  

                                                           
1 The law specifies that only live virus measles vaccine is acceptable. Both inactivated and live virus measles vaccine were licensed in 1963.  The inactivated (killed) vaccine was withdrawn in 
1967.  Measles immunizations given after January 1, 1968, constitute acceptable doses of vaccine since all measles vaccine given after that time was live virus vaccine.  Immunizations given 
before 1968 technically meet legal requirements if the medical record clearly indicates that the vaccine was live virus vaccine. 
2 The law specifies that only live mumps and live rubella vaccine are acceptable.  Mumps and rubella immunizations given after January 1, 1969 constitute acceptable doses of vaccine since 
all mumps and rubella vaccines given after that time were live virus vaccine 

 

MMR (measles/mumps/rubella) vaccine may be used to satisfy a single dose of measles/mumps/rubella.1 Students born prior to January 
1, 1957 need not provide proof of immunity for measles, mumps, and rubella; however, we ask that if they recall having had measles, 
mumps, or rubella to please note that on their form. 



   

Countries with “low incidence” of tuberculosis. 
 

 
Students who have resided in any country other than those listed below in the past 5 years must check yes 
in the bottom section of part 2 of the Health History and Immunization Report, enter the name of the 
country where they resided, and complete the Tuberculosis Test (PPD) section on page 4 of the Health 
History and Immunization Report.  
 
Students entering the United States who have only resided in the countries listed below over the past 5 
years are not required to have a tuberculin skin test. 
 
 

Albania  
American Samoa 
Andorra  
Antigua and Barbuda  
Aruba 
Australia  
Austria  
Bahamas  
Bahrain 
Barbados  
Belgium  
Bermuda 
Bonaire, Saint Eustatius and Saba 
British Virgin Islands 
Canada  
Cayman Islands 
Chile  
Cook Islands  
Costa Rica  
Croatia 
Cuba  
Curacao 
Cyprus  
Czech Republic  
Denmark  
Dominica 
 
 

Egypt 
Finland 
France 
Germany 
Greece 
Grenada 
Hungary 
Iceland 
Ireland 
Israel 
Italy 
Jamaica 
Japan 
Jordan 
Lebanon 
Luxembourg 
Malta 
Monaco 
Montserrat 
Netherlands 
New Caledonia 
New Zealand 
Niue 
Norway 
Oman 
Puerto Rico 
 
  

Saint Kitts and Nevis 
Saint Lucia 
Samoa 
San Marino 
Saudi Arabia 
Sint Maarten (Dutch part) 
Slovakia 
Slovenia 
Spain 
Sweden 
Switzerland 
Syrian Arab Republic 
The Former Yugoslav Republic  
   of Macedonia 
Tokelau 
Tonga 
Turkey 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
United Arab Emirates 
United Kingdom of Great Britain  
   and Northern Ireland 
United States of America 
US Virgin Islands 
Wallis and Futuna Islands 
West Bank and Gaza Strip 
  

 
Source: World Health Organization Global Health Observatory, Tuberculosis Incidence 2014. 
 
For future updates, refer to http://www.who.int/tb/country/en/. 
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