MA Reading List
Medieval Literature


Those students wishing to be examined in Medieval Literature should consult with the faculty member who will be examining them, in order to create an individualized reading program. Two possible lists appear below; they provide good examples of the scope and detail that is expected.
SAMPLE LIST #1:

Middle English Literature

Chaucer: 

Troilus and Criseyde; the Tales of the Knight, Miller, Reeve, Friar, Summoner, Wife (+ Prologue), Clerk, Merchant, Franklin, Pardoner (+ Prologue), Nun's Priest, the General Prologue, and the links between these Tales and to the Man of Law's Tale; House of Fame


Malory: 

opening episodes (Caxton 1), the campaign against Lucius and the Romans (Caxton 5), and the final narrative (Caxton 17-21)


Langland: 

Piers Plowman  (concentrate on the opening section [the "Visio," Prologue + passus 1-7 in B-text])


John Gower: 
Confessio Amantis, Vol. 1 and 3, plus the conclusion

Gawain Poet: 

Sir Gawain and the Green Knight, Pearl, Patience

Verse Romances: 

Havelok the Dane, The Wedding of Sir Gawain and Dame Ragnelle, King Horn, Sir Degare, Morte Arthure (both the stanzaic and the alliterative versions), Sir Perceval of Galles

Religious Writings: 

Margery Kempe (Book of Margery Kempe), Julian of Norwich (Shewings), "Twelve Conclusions of the Lollards" and "Against Miracles Playing" (in Selections from English Wycliffite Writings, ed. Anne Hudson), St. Erkenwald 

Medieval Drama: 

Everyman, Mankind, Plays of the "Wakefield Master" (ed. A.C. Cawley)

SAMPLE LIST #2:


The Middle Ages (to ca. 1485)

Bede, Caedmon’s Hymn
The Dream of the Rood

Beowulf (trans. Seamus Heaney)

Judith

The Wanderer

Geoffrey Chaucer, The Canterbury Tales

John Gower, The Tale of Philomena and Tereus

William Langland, selections from The Vision of Piers Plowman

Margery Kempe, selections from The Book of Margery Kempe

The York Play of the Crucifixion

The Wakefield Second Shepherd’s Play

Thomas Malory, selections from Morte Darthur
