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Threats to the 2020 election

I Attacks on public confidence in the vote count

I False perceptions of widespread voter fraud

I Minority support for political harassment/violence

I Risk of nightmare scenarios during/after Election Day
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Legitimacy of change in vote count



Public perceptions of voter fraud

National Counsel to Bush campaigns:

10/28/20, 10:46 AMOpinion | Trump is falsely claiming voting fraud even as he irresponsibly encourages it - The Washington Post
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

Republicans have insufficient
evidence to call elections ‘rigged’ and
‘fraudulent’
Opinion by Benjamin L. Ginsberg

September 8, 2020 at 6:12 p.m. EDT

CORRECTION

An earlier version of this piece incorrectly stated the percent of
possible cases of illegal voting. This version has been updated.

Benjamin L. Ginsberg practiced election law for 38 years. He co-chaired the
bipartisan 2013 Presidential Commission on Election Administration.

Legions of Republican lawyers have searched in vain over four decades for
fraudulent double voting. At long last, they have a blatant example of a major
politician urging his supporters to illegally vote twice.

The only hitch is that the candidate is President Trump.

The president, who has been arguing that our elections are “rigged” and
“fraudulent,” last week instructed voters to act in a way that would fulfill that
prophecy. On Wednesday in North Carolina, he urged supporters to double vote,
casting ballots at the polls even if they have already mailed in absentee ballots. A
tweet claiming he meant only for people to check that their ballots had been
received and counted sounded fine — until Trump renewed his original push on
Thursday evening in Pennsylvania and again Friday at a telerally.

10/28/20, 10:46 AMOpinion | Trump is falsely claiming voting fraud even as he irresponsibly encourages it - The Washington Post
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The lack of evidence renders these claims unsustainable. The truth is that after
decades of looking for illegal voting, there’s no proof of widespread fraud. At most,
there are isolated incidents — by both Democrats and Republicans. Elections are
not rigged. Absentee ballots use the same process as mail-in ballots — different
states use different labels for the same process.

The Trump 2016 campaign, of which I was not a part, could produce no hard
evidence of systemic fraud. Trump established a Presidential Advisory
Commission on Election Integrity in 2017 to expose all the fraud he maintains
permeates our elections. He named the most vociferous hunters of Democratic
election fraud to run the commission. It disbanded without finding anything.

The Heritage Foundation Election Fraud Database has compiled every instance of
any kind of voter fraud it could find since 1982. It contains 1,296 incidents, a
minuscule percentage of the votes cast. A study of results in three states where all
voters are mailed actual ballots, a practice at the apex of the president’s outrage,
found just 372 possible cases of illegal voting of 14.6 million cast in the 2016 and
2018 general elections — 0.000025 percent.

The president’s rhetoric has put my party in the position of a firefighter who
deliberately sets fires to look like a hero putting them out. Republicans need to
take a hard look before advocating laws that actually do limit the franchise of
otherwise qualified voters. Calling elections “fraudulent” and results “rigged” with
almost nonexistent evidence is antithetical to being the “rule of law” party.

Many of the GOP’s litigation concerns are meritorious in principle. But the
president’s inflammatory language undercuts the claim that Republicans seek
merely to uphold statutory safeguards needed to validate the results’ credibility.

Republicans need to rethink their arguments in many of the cases in which they
are involved — quickly. Otherwise, they risk harming the fundamental principle of
our democracy: that all eligible voters must be allowed to cast their ballots. If that
happens, Americans will deservedly render the GOP a minority party for a long,
long time.

Watch Opinions videos:

Read more:
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Support for political harassment and violence
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Democracy Dies in Darkness

Trump’s attacks on political adversaries
are often followed by threats to their
safety
By 

Oct. 28, 2020 at 7:00 a.m. EDT

The CIA’s most endangered employee for much of the past year was not an operative on a
mission abroad, but an analyst who faced a torrent of threats after filing a whistleblower
report that led to the impeachment of President Trump.

The analyst spent months living in no-frills hotels under surveillance by CIA security,
current and former U.S. officials said. He was driven to work by armed officers in an
unmarked sedan. On the few occasions he was allowed to reenter his home to retrieve
belongings, a security team had to sweep the apartment first to make sure it was safe.

The measures were imposed by the CIA’s Security Protective Service, which monitored
thousands of threats across social media and Internet chat rooms. Over time, a pattern
emerged: Violent messages surged each time the analyst was targeted in tweets or public
remarks by the president.

“The president was tweeting, ‘Where’s the whistleblower? Where’s the whistleblower?’ ”
said a former senior U.S. official involved in overseeing the protection of the analyst, whose
name has not been disclosed by the government. The analyst was never in direct danger,
the official said, but some threats were so serious that without security, “there is a strong
possibility that grave harm would have come to him.”

The CIA declined to comment.

Greg Miller and Isaac Stanley-Becker
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Concern about destabilizing events on Election Day/after

10/28/20, 10:54 AMThe 10 scariest election scenarios.
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ALIAS JIMBO

The 10 Scariest Election
Scenarios, Ranked
We asked 10 experts for their worst election nightmares—and
how to prevent them from happening.

By JEREMY STAHL AUG 14, 2020 • 1 :58 PM

Voters cast their ballots at the Charles Allis Art Museum on Tuesday in Milwaukee.  Stacy Revere/Getty
Images

Slate's Who Counts? series is made possible by the support of Slate Plus members
and readers like you.

As the election nears, anxieties are growing over the possibility that President Donald
Trump will try to cling to power if he loses to former Vice President Joe Biden. Trump, for his
part, is strongly hinting he will not accept any loss as a legitimate result. On Thursday, the
president said that he’s deliberately blocking funding to the United States Postal Service in
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Nightmare scenarios: Expert forecasts



The risk to the peaceful transfer of power

10/28/20, 11:04 AMPresident Trump declines to commit to peaceful transfer of power if he loses - The Boston Globe
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●BREAKING BAKER TO NOMINATE KIMBERLY
BUDD AS SJC CHIEF JUSTICE,
SOURCE SAYS

BREAKING: BAKER TO NOMINATE
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President Trump declines to commit to
peaceful transfer of power if he loses
By  Aamer Madhani and  Kevin Freking  The Associated Press, Updated September 23, 2020, 7:33 p.m.

President Donald Trump speaks during a news conference in the James Brady Press Briefing Room of the White House
Wednesday in Washington, as White House press secretary Kayleigh McEnany listens. EVAN VUCCI/ASSOCIATED PRESS
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