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Students, Deanto Collaborate

on Black Stu

By Behshad Dowlatshahi

The UR established a Center for
Afro-American Studiesin 1970 to
“providean opportunity for students
to learn about and study thg black
experience.” The program died out
in the mid 70’s.
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are trying torevive the program.
“This university could benefit a
great deal by a Black Studies Pro-
gram,” offering courses that recog-
nize the contributions of blacks and
exploring their history and culture,
said Zachary Harris, president of
the Black Students Union (BSU).

“The truth is we don’t have very
much right now. We have a few
courses but not not much in black
history or black studies.”” said J.
Paul Hunter, dean of the College of
Arts and Sciences.

Hunter met with the BSU and the
Pan-African Graduate Students
Association (PAGSA) recently and
decided to appoint a task force to
look into the situation, he said.

The task force, which will be com-
prised of three faculty members and
two students, will “define things we
are lacking in, what our resources
are, and what we can expect to do,”
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Hunter said. It is much too eariy 0
think about offering a major in this
area, he said, ‘‘since there aren't
even any courses to speak of yet.”

Louis Sheppard , a graduate his-
tory student and chairman of the
PAGSA, said he is concerned that
the a Pan-African program “‘will be
looked into but will never get off the
ground.” He said the old Afro-Amer-
ican department consisted of one
person and was a “rubber stamp
program.”

The undergraduate and graduate
black students are united in their
belief that a Pan-African Studies
Program, either completely autono
ous or under the auspices of the
history department, should be set up
to provide students with a concrete
background in black history, Shep-

2 pard said.

“Qur patience is not inexhaugta-
ble,” hesaid,“If we'reputintoa trick
bag again, there will be severe con-

sequences.”” Hunter said he could
not predict how long the process
would take but that “‘universities are
slow.” He said hiring more black
faculty will be “an absolutely neces-
sary step since without them we
don’t have much of a core.”

Provost Richard O'Brien said
there would be little support for a
Black Studies major, “mainly be-
cause it would not lead to any pro-
fessional careers.”

Former Vice President for Student
Affairs Bernard Gifford said he is
not convinced that a separate depart-
ment should be set up. He attributed
the disintegration of the old Afro-
American Studies program to a lack
of interest and said that sufficient
interest still does not exist.

‘“Everydepartmentshould offer
courses that acknowledge and cele-
brate black contributions. A segre-
gated department is not the best
way to communicate,” he said.
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