
r 

': P THE CAMPUS-FEBRUARY :25, 1955 . . ..,.'Qage 'Four . . 
. - ! ._ .. . '  ., .;i 

. .. . . . .. _, :, , 
.-A<. ,& . ,; ,i, =,;, , , "z:;i:-?T?-: .q ' .- . ..I+ ' ' t: M esSage ;;;< 

vers Memo .- ,.\ . - .. I _  4 
. . 

.- . . . ; '.-?:\ 
. . - .  '. - ; - . . .  ..J 

1 

Editor,r.nnte: ~ r c v ~ n t ~  with . denial the right to dissent or the rights of others. And who Can friti- ism that is grounded in the ture-who ob~Ous'y Muld.nocpssa -! 
- i 

' pcrmis8ion Zmm t?,.. Jobn Hope Vigorom, if aIWnY8 sUCceSSfU~, ciEe this gesture? But it lying social and political ~hi los-  sanity: heasn8;  his: can -$tirdlp 1 
Franklin, from his tar% in Strong advocacy of kind of must be added that, for most of oh ophy of the hation* All of be regarded ass he4!thy conditiil;- - 

. Auditorium,. ' V!!cf(hefida~ ere- it- that we abhor toaay. The ban- this. gesture has been a luxury great statements of national policy9 in a where People speak: 5 
hirag, February 2% ishment of Mrs. Anne Hitchinson- item, to be enjoyed in periods of from the Bill of Rights t o  Roose- glibly, but  with alight appreciatjori.:;.i 

--- to an inllosl,itale Rhode Island qfiietude and ease and to be SUS- velt's Four Freedoms message, vig- for  its implications, of achikving -..' 
When a conf€!IXnce of  college urilderness was her punishmen& pended as a part of an illtellectual orously support the right of pel; peace in the minds;$ 1 

a n d  university people i:j called to and capital punishment, a t  t h a t  program in times of sons to think and to act without men! L . - ,  
aiscuss the s h t u s  o f  our intellec- for daring to dissent from the of- stress and strain. fear of recrimination. And al- Our achievements ii'te3hn<fo& 
azl freedom alptd t o  examine the ficial "litre" enunciated by the  hi^ has not always resulted in though we have had our periods and mass production have imposed 

' i 
inflicted ttlpol~ it; by recent church fathers in Massachusetts. the dragging of William Lloyd when the cl'ies against dissent and upon US habits of ~ t a h d a r & ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ .  

( 
' \lnhappy expericn.nce;l, that is evi- More than two hundred years later Gal*rison through the streets of non-conformity mere loud and ve- and %?nfornlih which make it ,- 

dence enough that i t  if; GI1 alive. Professor Benjamin Hedrick was ~~~t~~ because he expressed ex- hernent, they have, for  the most creasingl~ difficult for the- indi. ' 

-, And one cherishes the hope that, summarily thrown out of the Uni- trelne views against slavery or the part, been superficial and transi- vidual to assert himself in- anJi- ,- 
in view of: th5 f 'z~t  t1lat no ob- V ~ P S ~ ~ Y  of North CEirolilla because banning of a Hinton Helper from tory. But, as Professor C o l l l m ~ ~ r  Way. We look at'the same pidhri 

' wquies will be &.id over its r e  the word got around that he was his .,tive North Carolina because has observed, o.ur basic freedoms magazines and television ',shd6js; 
'ha ins  a t  this gathering, i t  will in sympathy with a new political he, too, hated slavery, ~t has, nev- p e  not as basic as we like t o  and we go around parfoting the 
'hen be full of vitnlity and organization called the Republican ertheless, oecasjoned numerous think; just as our passion for in- jokes tha t the  nfasterrnind~ of hit 
-jitrength again. W i ~ i l e  we are hap- Party. compromises on our part with what dividualism is not as passionate night's variety prdgram I 

' :py that inteIlectuE freedom is not Through the years, moreover, we have proudly hailed as a great as we .WPPose. We read the same. newspape& ad 
:'dead, I am afraid that our joy can we have had our alien and sedi- tradition in American democracy We have, indeed, been much book digests; and wb gdSar6pnd . 
"hardly be described 8 s  unbounded. tion acts, our "red scares," and our , the freedom to dissent. Our too preoccupied with other agreeing whdleheatgdl~ with th& . 
' 
The ravages *wit -indeed been Lusk Committees. The p inc ipa  compromise \vith freedom to dis- thinga to cars deeply and se- editorial in the local- paper th& -18 

5 ,  
peal; and the tnttcred, unhealthy lesson we havd learned from there sent has caused us to burn books, riously kbaut things of the mind, too frequentlly syndicated by a big 

':'condition of this great bulwark of nightmarish experiences is that literally and figuratively, and at ipirit, and conscience. We have news agency to editors who b e  . . 
bur national integrity presents n when rgsnciei ahd peraons have least on one occasion to sentence had a =ontjn.nt to span and neither the industry:nor the talent 

'"Father sad rpecbc:e to those who undertaken to' sit in judgment on a book to be whipped. I t  has populab, a rich, virgin land ta to write edjf0rialsaf0r th'emiSe1ve4; 
'take the trouble (;I examine it. the thoughts a i d  views of. their feI- caused authors to modify their exploit, and a place to win in ,.Of .all -the sins pf .$$i&f$& * 

' 

B U ~ '  while tve j-woperly lament low., they have found it impos- treatment of our history to comply the slm. Th~ai  we have been;, terialistic ~so~ia~:,ord@q- oi'L : ,I  
.. . (he recent rssaults upon this 'sible to distinguish between ,heal- with the wishes of publishers and ..largely material-mindedi -. and standardizati~n~hd.~~ohf~i~~~~~~*'~%~ 
"right :to think and, * i f  need be, dis- thy, viqorous criticism a-nd 'dissent prospective readers. At  times, it .aven the great watchwords of the deadliest., ,Conf@rmitF :jk ths * '  

. bent, i t  is well ti, rommnber that on the one hand and treasonable has spawned a specious brand of freedom we utter have. been ' .easy way*out,itfs the eD~&&bl{~ l  
'this is by no meitnv P, n.ew vhenom- ~ ~ b v e r s i o n  on the other. 

, . Ame~icanism that shouts down 8s . *cared te our material well-be= , rut,. it i s  the, wall: that profi&' ,* 

:enon in American life. 'Poo often . All through our h i s t o 6  so* un:Am@rican any new ideas O r  con- ing. Among ur the term "indi- security.. In such. a bg~ietf $he i ,y i i  
for our own good, rvp fail to re- Ainerieans have upheld the-right eepts that challenge the status tidualism" is .actid, but the no- vincinlih and .  insularit? - o j f e ~ ~ O ~ - ~  

"'*indP ours&lves of numerous in- M individuals to think and to speak quo. tion grew up in a context where formity breed intolenrnce aqd. i$ 
. Wances i n  our ~736onal history, and to act as their consciences di- . In extenuation i t  should be said its meaning suggesfes bravery sulation. Memberst of such a:ao. 

reaching back into the seventeenth rected them, so long as their ac- that happily our deficiencies in this in the face of pos.ibld loss of ciety gradu5lly cometo regaiddig 
'century, -either of t h  cstegorical tions. did not ,encroach upon the regard do not stem from illiberal- life and limb and stubbo~nners ferences as  a b n ~ i m a ~ - a h d ~ d i @ . . ~ $  

b --- 
. ,.--.---.-.- . - C . ~ . - . - . - . - - ~ L . L . ~ ~ I I ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ I I . c C ) I ) I ) I ) I ) I ) I ) I ) I ) I - - -  -- - :in getting and holding -'a plot of as heresy. There was time'wheg 

land or a veih of gold. 
Among US "free enterprise" 

sacred, but in our culture it ha. 
, e ~ a ~ o m i c  connotations and sup- 

appose governmen ta! in 

' -  

or increase them. Almost never These traits .of .  4tir: nationat- 
do we applaud individualism character -- &ti-inte4@tusli.smi 7 ; 

a when it involves the insistence ejrcessive &erialidrrt;%~d~ tea*: 
of a person to think ai  ha plea.. nical conformitg~-A ,@lys. di$ra& 
es or to speak out !against pre* ^ from,our greatness?;& wpeopIq 9 4  
vailing opinions and policies. Al; a natjon; Bu! i t  is. n& r;mtil. o&. 
most.neve~ do  we look upon free position ,is. -challGpg_ed And ,crises 
enterprise as an essential in- arise that we xealize'tlie extentdf 
gredient in intellectual progress. the damage they have done:dThese 
We simply have not had the tima c~ i ses  flush to the, .~t~face,~the 

great utterances in behalf of are the. inevitable results-of qong - 
or the inclination to apply our Tears, doubts, and misgivings that : 

liberty to things of the mind. , years of uncritical accephnce of 
While this preoccupation with every component part of our, Ptr 

r ' 
Ir 

developing a strong economic ba- lii;ic@, economic, and social wdec , a 
sis for  a civilization explaills our These crises bring. into focus'the . a 

excessive rnaterialisln, it does not co~nplacency and indifference $hat , $ 
excuse it; and great harnj has come are the by-products of conformity; t~ 
from it. Undoubtedly, it has fos- 
tered an anti-inl;e1lectualism that 
has pe~nieated almost+ everg facet 
of our national life. In trying. to 
dissociate education from life we 

and have tended to regard the 
have glorified the self-made man 

magnificent growth of America as 
a kind of super "Operation ~ o o t -  
strap." 

TOO often we have me;t(sured 
achievement solely in vantitative 
tcrms and have give11 little recog- 

e~aluatillg promess. We have 

nition either to quality pel. se 
to mental and spiritual forces in 

equated I"i>estjl with "bigaest)j and 
nlost powerf ~1."  We have equated 

''beauty" with ''garishness" and 
"~au(1iness." Even jn education we 
have equated ''learning" and "in- 
te~lilzence" with "size" and "qutn- 
 tit^." Thus, a wonlan froin Ohio 
could extend genuine syinpathy to 
tile British professor when she 
learned that the benighted land 
from which he came did not have 

' as many colleges aqd universities 
' 

the great, big, powerful, rich 
Buckeye state. 

But this trait of anti-illtellec. 
tualism has hecolne more serious 
as i t  has come actually to deride 
true learning and knowledge, to 
caricatu.1.e those devoted to the 
Pursuit of truth, and to demand a 
standardization of life and a con- 
formity of thought t h a t  may '&- , 

nigtely destroy even the>rnateri&. 
ism that W e  prize. -so highly. Too . . m a n y  "~ractical~minded, hard. a 

. headd, . red-blooded" Americans . 
-- fail to blush when they -insist that 

the artish writer, or philosopher 
n o ' v i ~ l i ~ ,  no bitality, that he 

- is -not practical. Too- many. of tkem 
refer to the man of learning Rs.afi. 
*e€C&ad" and delight. in seeing. 
the professor or  the thinker, POT- 
trayed as a daffy, halfaazd crea- 



Franklin Advocates Dissenf 
In Sfirring Strong Speech 

(continued from, page fozw) done to oui* institutions of higher ' 
ogniza fie value, in time. of ==isis learning by the assults on them* A 

md of feee and 
university is, after all, a delicately 3 

balanced, sensitive mechanism. It T 

discussion and of a critical =*ami- is not a business corporation or a i 
nation af our own way of life* trade union, though a t  times in Our 
History teaches as that there can materialistic age -it has taken on 
be no lasting sec~r i ty  ivithout free- some the characteri~tics of both. 
dom, And those societies that ac- ~t canll~t boast of many persons 
tivelg encourage freedom-even to who can be counted among the 
dissent-have the best chance to toughest, most -hardheaded mem- ; 
preserve and, indeed, to enhance hers of our society, 
their security. I 

When attacks, frontal or ob- 1 
The pi-esent status of the arms 1ique are launched on our colleges 1 

race suggests that we cannot bornb alld kniversities, who among US ( 

Q U ~  way into freed0111 and secnr- can say that a courage,ous answer, ; 
ity; and the implications seem .to heye and there, is evidence* of the 
Be that the way of life that Pro- ineffectiveness of the attack OF t 
motes reason, tolerance, freedon?, the vitality of the institution? j 
and the'-opportunities for  choice What of those worthy, but timid - 

. will have the clear advantage in a s&lls lvlro run for  covey to get out 
struggle which otherwise 1'emains of the line of fire? What of the 1 

merely a reprehensible and vulgar words and opillio~ls that, go unut- 
testimony of the pellfidy of lllall. tered because of the fear .  of re- 1 

I t  is well for 11s to ~eitlenlber -pr"lsal or the, fear of the .loss of , 
%he admonitions of John Stuart reputation or position? Mill sum- , 
Mill regarding t-he value of per- med up the possible damages done j 
mitting the advocacy of any and by atkicks. on intellectual freedom' 1 
all opinions, regardless of bow un- when he said, "Who can compute 
tenable and objectionable. "If any what the world loses in the multi- i 
opinion is coinpelled to silence, tude of promising intellects corn-. ( 
that opinion may, for aught we can bined with timid characters, who 1 
certainly know, be trtre. To deny dare not follow out any bold, vig- 1 
this is to assume our own infalli- o r o u s , independent train of j 
bility-. . . though the silenced OP- thought, lest i t  should land them t 

inion be an erroP, i t  may, and eery in something which would adinit of 1 
colnnlonly does, contain a portion being considered irreligious or im- 
of truth; and since the general or moral?" j 

prevailing opinion on any subject . w h o  alnong ilS call say how r 
rarely or never the \i7h01e truth, many student organizations have ! 

- it is only by the collision of ad- gone out of existence becaurre they i 
verse opinions that the renlainder became known as .dissidents? I 1 
of the truth has any chance of be- wish I knew, I have seen and heard 1 
ing supplied . . . even if tlie re- enough, howevey, to know that : 
Wived opinion be not only tI*ue, most students groups in this cate- 1 
but the whole truth; unless i t  is gory have heen liqui- 1 
suffered to be, and actually is, vk-, dated ! ,And surely no one caO s a p  ' 
orously and earnestly contested, it how, mans organizations 7 

will, by the most of those who re- never. game into edstence- because 
deive it, be held jn the manner of its would-be founderg knew that 
d preiudice, kith little comprehen- the$ +buld j e o h d i z e  their 'oipor- a 

sion of feeling of its rational for. later sel*cs and em- '. 
grounds." ployinent if 'they discdssed contro- 

I* am afraid that in the pasf f ew versi91,' questions freely and enter. 
'gears .these wise words of Mill 'fiave b i n i d  - vie-' that were unortho-. - 

fiat been h ~ ~ d e d -  As we have been dox. How outraged the members of 
birffeted by the stresses and strains u~liversity co~nmunities will be- 
@: ideological warfare, have come if ~ v e  continue to attack 
soccumbed to the 'ever present them, no man can tell. We can only 

I tbni~tation to confuse fearless say that no good can eonle from it. , 
eptieism with disloyalty or  subver- As the distinguished president , 
sion. We have had too few in-. this university said several 
sbnces  of free and Open debate On years ago: L ' T ~ ~  and disaf- the pressi?g issues of the fection, of the intellectual once ( 

And when persoxis have dared aroused, are a swo~d  against which 
qssent from the over~vhelming un- neither the. purse of the rich nor , 
animity that has characterized our the law of the mighty can nlti- , 
ekpressed opinions and policies, lnately prevail. A great society 
they have suflered embarrassment never declines but the signs are 
that  has ranged from imputations first plain in either the indifference 
of insanity to accusations of trea- or the hostility of its intellectuals." : 
son. It cannot be said that we have Yet, we have conle to the point 1 
e,uamined our positions objectively where sonle of our institutions aye 1 
and freely* And the price we have entrusting to office clerks the tasks i 
Wid for intellectual pacification of keeping loyalty records of stu- - 4  
when there was the most urgent dents to be attached to their tl-an- s 
need fop explo~ation of our dif- scripts and enlployment folders, 1 
ferences has been the sacrifice of We have at  the point where ] 
the moral courage of the human several of our colleges and univer- 1 
+nd. sities, including our 'two .great i 

It is not possible to assess the service institutions,' cannot debate I 
damage that the current: climate the question of the recognition of ! 
bas done to intellectual freedom in Red China. They give as their ex- 
our land. I would not prssuine to cuse that since i t  is the policy of ( 

estimate the harm that o u ~  colleges our government not to recognize i 
and universities have suffered as Red China, i t  would be impropey t 
they have attempted to pursue the to debate the question. This is I 
truth wherever i t  would lead. That something of a yaydsticlr that in- I 
harm has been done can hardly be dicates how far we have gone .to- 2 
d ~ n i e d  ; and it is no occasioi~ f oy ward the point; of denying freedonl 1 
unmixed rejoicing to say, as one of dissent. We can no longer play 1 
optimist recently said, that college . games, intellectual games, - that is, I 
and university people have been in our colleges. 1 
el~clnent and courageous in the de- As the president; of my- ill- i 
fense of their rights during the last stitution, laqely supported by the 
five yeam. federal government, remarked, "In 't 

Of course' they have, although a deinoc2acy it is the citizens' re- i 
there was rooin for even greater sponsibility to continue to discuss (: 

elo$~ence and courage. They suf- and re-examine important ques- I 
ferecl a frontal assault by the anti- tions even after public policy has 4 

i~tellectual elements in the coun- been detemmined, for i t  canaot be : 
try, their backs were ot the wall, regarded as a rigid, unchanging z 
and i t  was- do or die for many in- thing.." He told the university de- e 
dividuals, institutions, and educa- batem that if they would be tyt~e ( 
tional foundations. Various student to, their roles as seekers for truth ' 
groups, moreover, have vigot-ously and as kood citizens, i t  was not t 
insisted on their right to be ex- ofiQ their privilege but their duty 1 
posed to competing ideas and opin- to debate the question, of the rec- ( 

ions so that they could weigh them ognition of Red China or any other r 
and gain maturity of judgment. controversial public question. ( 

There have also been praiseworthy What I have said about the rav- j 
~tatements by professors and uni- ages that the pyinciple of freedom t 
versity administrators, , of dissent has experienced in re- 1 

To focus attention on such de- 'cent years should not be intey- 1 
velopments is to run the risk of preted as alarm. Indeed, i t  would 
o~erloolcing instances of irrepar- be ullfortunate if any more hys- ( 

- - 
able harm that p a y  have been flonti.nued on pags eiglit) 1 

. - - , . - 
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John Franklin Speaks on Dissent 
( C i m t i ~ d  f ~ o m  pug@ dom to seek- and find, b -evalu- 

teria were added to that already ate and accept *r dhe-4 3 0  

present. Rather, it should be re-  CUSS a d  dissent Can ther re- 
garded as 1111 increasing apprehen- main true the motto that 
 ion over the condition of our musf ever be fhei-9 '*To 

a freedom and i ts  effect on the jntel- the truth in order to deliver man 
leetual vitality and integrity of the from his Own sing and weak- 
nation. It should be remember.ed 
that we have always tended to  be -- 

deficient in our respect for dissent, 
because of our historic affinity for 
materialism, anti - intellectualism, 
and conformity. 
Even before our recent unhappy 

experiences we needed to re-exam- 
ine this whole problem with a view 
to strengthening the positipn 'of 
those who assume the role of crib 
ics and of those devoted to things 
of the mind. If such a re-examina- 
tion is 'more urgent today than it 
was five years 'ago, it is not so 
much because of the current as- 
saults on freedom as because of 
the continuing need for the bal- 
ance and wisdom that' discussion 
and difference will pr~yide, 

The role of those of us ;who 
are members of. cdleges and 
universities seems clear. I f  we 
appreciate the historic 'function 
of our institutions in man's 
struggle to free his mind' from 
the shackles of ignorance and 
superstition, if we value, th~se  
factors that have made our in- 
stitutions vital and coastructive 
forces in the community, we will 
?&insist on their right to be free. 

- Only in an atmosphere1 of. frea- 
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