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The Black Church Studies  Program and t h e  Black Student Caucus af C ~ l g a t e -  
, Rochester Divini ty  ~ c h o o l / ~ e x l e y  ~ a l l / C r o z e r  Theological Seminary held  i t s  

Eighth Annual Celebrat ion of t h e  l i f e  of Martin Luther King, Jr. ,  on Monday, 
January 16, 1978 a t  t h e  seminary. 

The s tuden t s  who organized t h e  ce lebra t ion  (among them Wayne Davis, Chairman 
of t h e  1978 Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebrat ion Committee, John Cook, Pres- 
i d e n t ,  Black Student Caucus, and Dwight Webster who served as Moderator) 
used a s  t h e i r  format a worship se rv ice .  M r .  Cook opened by caut ioning t h e  
congregation t h a t  t h e  s e r v i c e  was not  intended t o  f u n e r a l i z e  Martin Luther 
King, Jr. ,  but  t o  c e l e b r a t e  l i f e .  He s t a t e d :  "We gather. , .hoping t o  b r i n g  
together  minds from a l l  over t h i s  g r e a t  na t ion ,  t o  l e t  t h e  world know t h a t  
every t i m e  you k i l l  one Martin Luther King, Jr., another rises t o  t ake  h i s  
place.  I' 

The welcome address was followed by a commemorative s ta tement  froin t h e  Hon, 
Thomas P. Ryan, Jr., Mayor of Rochester, who proclaimed January 16,  1978 
Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

The s e r v i c e  was both musfcally and s p i r i t u a l l y  enriched by t h e  Univers i ty  
of Rochester Community Gospel Choir which sang "Show Me t h e  Way", "Can't 
Give Up Now", and "What a Friend We Have i n  Jesus". The cho i r  performed 
under t h e  d i r e c t i a n  of Mr. Alvin P a r r l s .  

Cer ta in ly  one of t h e  most i n s p i r i n g  p a r t s  of t h e  two and one-half hour pro- 
gram was t h e  p resen ta t ion  of awards t o  two essay con tes t  winners who wrote 
on the  sub jec t  of t h e  l i f e  and work of D r .  King. Maurice C. Howard, an  
e ighth  grade s tuden t  a t  S t ,  Monicats School and Tnez Jones, a t e n t h  grader 
a t  Benjamin Franklin High Schodl were c i t e d  f o r  t h e i r  super io r  essays .  The 
btudents read t h e f r  award-winning essays t o  t h e  crowd of 300 o r  more people. 
Young Mr. Howard approached t h e  podi.um, stood f o r  a long moment i n  pregnant 
' s i l e n c e ,  then exclaimed "Whew" t o  t h e  de l igh t  and applause of t h e  audience. 
Beth Mr. Howard and M s .  Jones received s tanding ovations a f t e r  d e l i v e r i n g  
t h e i r  essays,  
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i Week in BLatk %i$torp 
January 15, 1929: Michael Luther King, c i v i l  r i g h t s  l eader ,  was born i n  
At lanta ,  Ga. He l a t e r  changed h i s  name t o  Martin and went on t o  become 
one of the  l ead ing  f o r c e s  i n  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  s t r u g g l e  of t h i s  century .  
D r .  King entered  Morehouse College w i t h  the  i n t e n t  of becoming a doctor ,  
but  he w a s  s o  g r e a t l y  inf luenced by t h e  co l l ege  p res iden t ,  D r .  Benjamin 
Mays, t h a t  he decided t o  s tudy f o r  t h e  minis t ry .  He was ordained by h i s  
f a t h e r  i n  1947, graduated from Morehouse i n  1948, and entered  Crozer Theo- 
l o g i c a l  Seminary i n  Chester ,  Pa , ,  where he graduated i n  1951. King earned 
the  doctor of philosophy degree from Boston.Universi ty i n  1955. With a de- 
sire t o  r evo lu t ion ize  t h e  s t a t u s  of t he  Southern Black, Dr, King l e d  a 
group of At lanta  m i n i s t e r s  t o  form an organiza t ion  whAch l a t e r  became t h e  
Southern Chr i s t i an  Leadership Conference (SCLC), Prophet of peace i n  a  
time of t roub le ,  he l e d  t h e  success fu l  Montgomery bus boycott .  Winner of 
the  Nobel Peace P r i z e ,  King became t h e  impassioned voice  of a  people op- 
pressed, upholding t h e  philosophy of  nonviolence u n t i l  h i s  death by a 
s n i p e r ' s  b u l l e t ,  Apr i l  4,  1968. 

MLK Celeb., contJd 
Guest Speaker f o r  t h e  event  was t h e  Reverend Fred L. Shutt lesworth,  a  
f r i end  and col league of t h e  l a t e  D r .  King. Rev. Shutt lesworth,  who p a s t o r s  
t h e  Greater  New Light  B a p t i s t  Church o f  Cincinnat i ,  Ohio, de l ive red  a " f i r e  
and brimstone" account of some of h i s  experiences i n  t h e  c i v i l  r i g h t s  move- 
ment. Rev. Shutt lesworth,  along w i t h  Rochester Councilwoman Ruth S c o t t  and , 
M r .  James Perkins ,  founder of t h e  Black Seeds (a  c h i l d r e n ' s  performing group), 
received awards from t h e  Colgate-Rochester Black Student Caucus f o r  t h e i r  
outstanding achievements and con t r ibu t ions  t o  t h e i r  communities. 

The program closed ceremoniously when everyone, s tanding,  jo ined hands t o  
s i n g  "We S h a l l  Overcome. 'I 



Free Listening for the Visually Im- 
paired: CHOICE Magazine Listening 
Service offers a fine, interesting, 
free service, consisting of 8 hours 
of listening monthly. Selections 
include a wide variety of subjects 
from excellent newspapers and ma- 
gazines. An 8 rpm speed record 
player is needed to play these se- 
lections and can be obtained from 
the Library of Congress, on a free 
permanent loan basis. For informa- 
tion on a free subscription, as well 
as an application form for the re- 
cord player, write to: CHOICE, 14 
Maple Street, Port Washington, N.Y., 
11050. This service is sponsored 
by the non-profit Lucerna Fund. 

~arvard's City and Regional Plan- 
ning Program proyides camprehenslve 
training for professional practice 
in the public and private sectors. 
Its graduates are prepared to deal 
with the increasing1 y camplex urban 
and regional problems faced by fed- 
eral, state and local governments. 
The master's degree in city and re- 
gional planning is a two-year pro- , 

gram designed around four central 
and distinctive features: a care- 
fully planned first year curriculum, 
a strong commitment to the practical 
solution of real problems; a flex- 
ible set of electives focused an 
one or more substantive areas; and 
the faculty's research on urban and 
regional planning, policy analysis 
and administration, For more infor- 
matian stop by Lattimore 107. 

The Department of Counselor Education 
at the State University College at 
Brockport is in the process of re- 
cruiting students for its Program to 
Develop Counselors for Minority Groups 
leading to a degree of Master of Sci- 
ence in Education. The Department is 
looking for twenty participants, ten 
full-time and ten part-time, who are 
interested in acquiring competencies 
to counsel non-traditional types of 
clients:rninorities, handicapped, eco- 
nokically def idient, inmates/ex-inmate5 
of correctional institutions, etc. 
All participants must have received a 
bachelor's degree prior to June 1, 
1978 to be eligible for admittance 
into the program. The deadling for 
application is March 4, 1978. For 
more information and application 
forms, write: Dr. Katharine Webb, 
Dept. of Counselor Education, State 
University College at Brockport, 
Brockport, N.Y. 14420. 

Tutors Needed 
You can make 1978 the best year ever! 
Baden Street Settlement is recruiting 
volunteers for its Tutoring Program 
which resumes on January 16, 1978. 
The program is deslgned to provide 
elementary school children with a one- 
to-one learning situation, two after- 
noons a week, from 3;30 to 5:00 p.m. 
The semester will run through April 
27, An orientation workshop will be 
held Saturday, February 18 from 10:OO 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Those interested 
should call Paulette Mamisnak at 325- 
4910. 



eges Bercause 
The co l l eges  founded f o r  Black Americans a r e  a n a t i o n a l  a s s e t .  These 

i n s t i t u t i o n s  wi th  l imi ted  endowments, low t u i t i o n s ,  l a c k  of wealthy alumni, 
minimum support  from t h e  f e d e r a l  government and foundations have produced 
more f o r  t h e  d o l l a r  i n  developing human resources than any o the r  type of 
i n s t i t u t i o n  i n  t h i s  country--perhaps even i n  t h e  world. 

The Black Colleges a r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  the  continued development of educa- 
t i o n a l  oppor tun i t i e s  f o r  Blacks i n  t h i s  country. '  The r e t u r n  on an invest-  
ment.. . in t h e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  Black Colleges, i n  t h e  s o c i a l ,  economic, cul- 
t u r a l  and educat ional  development of t h i s  na t ion  is  i n c e n t i v e  enough t o  
warrant t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  and suppor t ,  ... I f  you t ake  a look a t  t h e  Black College alumni, you w i l l  n o t i c e  t h e  
s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  they play  i n  l o c a l ,  na t iona l  and i n t e r n a t i o n a l  events.  
The f a c t s  of what the  Black co l l eges  have done i n  t h e  educat ional  arena of 
t h i s  country a t t e s t  t o  t h e  importance of t h e i r  s u r v i v a l  now. ... There a r e  many misconceptions about Black Colleges such a s  graduates 
of Black Colleges a r e  not  prepared t o  en te r  in tegra ted  graduate  schools. 
Y e t ,  Black Colleges i n  genera l  have developed programs designed t o  provide 
t h e i r  s tuden t s  wi th  the  p repara t ion  they need t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  soc ie ty  a s  
productive individuals .  

C r i t i c s  a l s o  s t a t e d  t h a t  Black Colleges a r e  examples of segregat ion,  y e t  
many Black Colleges have a whi te  s tuden t  enrollment a s  high as 15% and a s  
much a s  30 o r  40% of t h e i r  f a c u l t i e s  a r e  white. White co l l eges  enrol led  
only as much as 5% Black s t u d e n t s  and only a few Black f a c u l t y  and they a r e  
consfdered in tegra ted . ,  ... The United Negro College Fund was founded i n  1944 because t h e  long 
s t rugg l ing  funds of Black i n s t i t u t i o n s  and education was i n  deep t rouble .  
G i f t s  from ind iv idua l  benefactors  and foundations had been c u t  i n  h a l f .  It 
seemed c e r t a i n  t h a t  without some f i n a n c i a l  support many would have t o  c lose  
t h e i r  doors and o the rs  would f a l l  below q u a l i t y  standards.  The many Black 
co l l ege  p r e s i d e n t s  were forced t o  spend much time on t h e  road tour ing c i t i e s  
i n  t h e  n o r t h e a s t  and midwest, s o l i c i t i n g  and pleading t h e  cause of t h e  
Black youth t o  anyone who would l i s t e n . .  . D r .  Freder ick  Pa t t e r son ,  then 
p res iden t  of Tuskegee I n s t i t u t e ,  c a l l e d  a l l  t h e  p res iden t s  of p r i v a t e  Black 
col leges  together  f o r  "pooling t h e i r  small monies and making a uni ted  ap- 
pea l  t o  t h e  n a t i o n a l  conscience," f o r  cu r ren t  opera t ing funds. The r e s u l t  
of t h e  meeting was the  o rgan iza t ion  of t h e  United Negro College Fund i n  
which 27 co l l eges  joined and , t o  da te ,  t h e  fund has  r a i s e d  more than $150 
m i l l i o n  i n  i ts 30-year h i s t o r y ,  and r a i s e d  a record $11.9 m i l l i o n  f o r  i t s  
41 co l l eges  i n  1974. 

Blacks comprise b e t t e r  than 11% of t h e  population of t h e  U . S . ,  y e t  only 
3% of t h e  U.S. graduates  a r e  Black, only 1% of a l l  lawyers, optometr is ts ,  

less than 2% of a l l  d e n t i s t s  and 3-4% of current  den ta l  school enro l l ees .  
--Taken from a n  a r t i c l e  by Frank W i l l i s  i n  "~ommunicade", 6/21/75 


