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Planning Committee & Presenter Declarations

There are no relevant personal or financial relationships
with any commercial interests pertaining to this activity.



Accreditation/Certification Statements

The University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry is accredited by 
the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians. 

The University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry designates this 
live activity for a maximum of 1.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians 
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

No commercial funding was received to support this activity. 

ACCME Standards of Commercial Support of CME require that presentations be free of commercial bias and that any information regarding 
commercial products/services be based on scientific methods generally accepted by the medical community.  When discussing therapeutic 
options, faculty are requested to use only generic names.  If they use a trade name, then those of several companies should be used.  If a 
presentation includes discussion of any unlabeled or investigational use of a commercial product, faculty are required to disclose this to the 
participants.



Learning Objectives

Participants will be able to…

 Setup a Blackboard Discussion Board for 

various Scenarios

 Setup a Blackboard Blog

 Describe Various Discussion Strategies

 Explain How to Facilitate Peer Review 

Activities



BLACKBOARD DISCUSSION 

BOARD – BASIC SETUP



Discussion Board Uses



Create a Link to a Discussion Forum



Create a New Forum



General Forum Information

Name of Forum

Example: 

Module 2 Discussion



Forum Availability

Provide Dates if Desired



Grading Settings

Turn on Grading if Desired

Name of Forum appears in 

Grade Center



Edit Settings

Turn this ON



Recommended Setting

Allow Subscribe

Tell Students How



Select Forum to Link To



Link Name and Instructions



Link Availability



EXAMPLE: 

INSTRUCTOR PROVIDES 

STARTER POST





Edit Settings

Turn this OFF



Create the Thread



Post Initial Thread

Subject

Message



EXAMPLE:

MULTIPLE STARTER POSTS





Edit Settings

Turn this OFF



Create the Thread



Post Initial Threads

One for Each Choice

Subject

Message



EXAMPLE:

STUDENT POST FIRST





Edit Settings

Turn this ON

Choice Forces the 

Following Settings



EXAMPLE:

ANONYMOUS POSTS



Edit Settings

Turn this ON

Note, Cannot Grade an 

Anonymous Forum



Post As Anonymous



EXAMPLE:

RATING POSTS



Edit Settings



Ratings



EXAMPLE:

MODERATING POSTS



BLACKBOARD BLOG





Create a Link to Blog



Create a New Blog



General Blog Information



Blog Availability



Blog Type

Individual – Each 

student creates 

their own

Course – Everyone 

contributes to 

same



Grading Options



Add Link to Course



Link Name and Instructions



Link Availability



FACILITATING DISCUSSION



Discussion Ideas

Debate

Reflection

Discussion

Synthesis

Peer Review

Role play

Ice breakers

Help forum

Social forum



Participating in Online  

Discussions
 Be careful… 

 Choose specific discussions to participate in

 Respond to key discussion posts from 

learners and weave major themes, redirect, 

or expand thinking

 Interact with different learners in different 

discussions

 Assign learners to moderate discussions



Interactions to Encourage 

Knowledge Construction and 

Critical Thinking

Prompts Elaboration Clarification Weaving

Perspectives
Inferences 

and 
Assumptions

Implications Summary



Student Leadership roles in 

Discussion
 Student Moderator

 Develop prompts

 Probing questions

 Encouraging integration

 Student summarizer

 Summarize 2-3 times per week

 Identify and discuss major themes

 Faculty

 Communication with moderator / summarizer

 Weekly response



FACILITATING PEER REVIEW



Why Peer Review

Create an opportunity for your students to collaborate and 

share their individual views and knowledge with their 

classmates regarding papers or projects. 

This feedback benefits the student author and the student 

reviewer, and can be a great addition beyond the 

feedback from the professor. 





Edit Settings

Have Students 

Start Threads

Consider Ratings



Other Discussion Tools

 Voicethread – video and audio

 Yellowdig – social media-like experience

 Piazza – has a good math editor



THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?



Evaluation

 https://forms.gle/NaSBqVMyKHHVe1VM6

https://forms.gle/NaSBqVMyKHHVe1VM6


More Workshops
http://rochester.edu/online-learning

 How to Manage the Grade Center

 Monday, August 3, 12noon

http://rochester.edu/online-learning


Video Tutorials

 http://rochester.edu/online-

learning/disruption/index.html

http://rochester.edu/online-learning/disruption/index.html

