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Learning Objectives

Participants will be able to…

 Describe the value of asynchronous 

discussion in their course

 Explain the differences between the 

discussion tools 

(Blackboard, Voicethread, Yellowdig)

 Use any of the tools above for discussion



WHY DISCUSSION?



Student-Teacher 

interaction

Application 

of learning

Student-Student 

interaction

Formative 

assessment

Summative 

assessment



Types of Discussion

 Application / Synthesis of Learning

 Conversation Starter / Finisher

 Debate

 Role Play



Interactions to Encourage 

Knowledge Construction and 

Critical Thinking

Prompts Elaboration Clarification Weaving

Perspectives
Inferences 

and 
Assumptions

Implications Summary



BLACKBOARD DISCUSSION 

BOARDS



Discussion Board Uses

Main Post or Thread

Reply

Reply

Second level Reply

Second level Reply



Create a Link to a Discussion Forum



Create a New Forum



General Forum Information

Name of Forum

Example: 

Module 2 Discussion



Grading Settings

Turn on Grading if Desired

Name of Forum appears in 

Grade Center



Edit Settings

Turn this ON



Recommended Setting

Allow Subscribe

Tell Students How



Select Forum to Link To



Link Name and Instructions



Result in your Course



VOICETHREAD DISCUSSION



 Multimedia discussion 

board

 Start with Powerpoint

or Video

 Supports text, voice, 

and video

 Support annotations

Use for…

 Introductions

 Discussion board



Types of Discussion

 Text

 Audio

 Video



Threaded Asynchronous 

Conversation

Main “Post”

Main “Post”

Main “Post”

Main “Post”

Reply

Reply

Reply



Discussion “Forum”



Add Tool to Content Area



Voicethread Options

Creates a Grade 

Center column



Click this Link

Every VT link must be initialized to 

indicate what function it will have.



Individual VT Button

Takes user to the Voicethread

you will choose.



Assignment Builder Button

Only appears if you Enable 

Evaluation but you don’t have to 

use it in order to Grade.

Checks for submission of criteria



Comment on a Voicethread

Assignment

Students get credit for 

COMMENTING on a Voicethread

Note that you provide a number 

of comments to make



YELLOWDIG DISCUSSION



 Facebook-like

 Gamified through 

points-based 

interactions

 Badges and 

Reactions

 Topics and Tags

 Grade passback to 

Blackboard





Post Types

Text

File

Poll

Video



More Post Types

Image

Recording

Drawing



Make A Comment

@mentions





Choose Tool



Setting up the Link



Grade Passback?



Click to Initialize

Launches Yellowdig and creates 

your Board.



NOTICE

Only place ONE original Yellowdig tool link 

in your Blackboard course.

Make additional links using Web Link and 

copy the original link into these.



COMPARISONS



Technical Features

Feature Blackboard Voicethread Yellowdig

Threaded Y Y Y

Multimedia Posts 

and Responses

N Y Y

Auto-grading N N Y

Easy grading Y Maybe NA

Separate forums Y Y N (topics)



Pros
B

la
ck

b
o

ar
d • Gathers 

student 
submissions 
together for 
grading

• Excellent for 
textual 
summaries

• Grading with 
rubrics

V
o

ic
et

h
re

ad • Uses student 
voice and 
video

• Casual 
interactions

Y
el

lo
w

d
ig • Automatic 

grading

• Lots of options 
for 
participation

• Easy to bring 
in outside 
sources

• Social media 
experience



Cons
B

la
ck

b
o

ar
d • Less friendly

• Can be text 
heavy

V
o

ic
et

h
re

ad • Time 
consuming 
to review

• Long 
responses 
are harder to 
follow

Y
el

lo
w

d
ig • Everything 

counts 
equally 
toward grade

• Harder to 
read large 
amounts of 
text



Practical Uses
Blackboard

• Formal Discussion

• Written language skills

Voicethread

• Conversational Discussion

• Language learning 

Yellowdig

• Information sharing

• Casual conversations

• Social interactions



THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?



More Workshops
http://rochester.edu/online-learning/index.html

 Learn more about Padlet

 Dates: Friday, April 9, 12 noon

 Course Organization with the Blackboard 

Template

 Dates: Tuesday,. April 13, 12noon

 Learn more about Perusall

 Dates: Friday, April 16, 12 noon

 Voicethread Assignment Feature Changes

 Dates: Friday, April 30, 12 noon



http://rochester.edu/online-learning/index.html


Video Tutorials

 http://rochester.edu/online-

learning/disruption/index.html

http://rochester.edu/online-learning/disruption/index.html

