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Learning Objectives

Participants will be able to…

 Describe what Perusall can do

 Experience Perusall as a student

 Create a new assignment

 Review the grading setup

 Describe strengths and limitations of 

Perusall



WHAT IS PERUSALL



Perusall is…

 Annotation tool

 Conversation Space



Use Cases for Annotation

 Course Readings

 Uploaded Documents

 Digital Textbooks (Caution: Access)

 Course Documents

 Peer Review (including student uploads)

 Images and Diagrams

 Video and Audio Files

 Uploaded Files

 Certain Unrestricted Online Videos and Podcasts

 Webpage Snapshots



Menu Options

https://support.perusall.com/hc/en-us/sections/360005183594-Scoring-and-grades

https://support.perusall.com/hc/en-us/categories/360002157414-Instructors

Recommended Reading



Build a Library



Build a Library



Build a Library



Build an Assignment



Experience Perusall

 Login to Blackboard

 Under Continuous Courses find

 Perusall Workshop 

 Click to Enter





SETTING UP YOUR PERUSALL 

“COURSE”





Initialize Course with Perusall

This could be used as an access point into 

your course for adding new materials and 

assignments.

If not hidden from students, they can access 

the main course as well.



Copy from Previous Perusall 

Course







CREATE A NEW ASSIGNMENT



Upload / Add Content



Create an Assignment and Select 

Content



Create an Assignment and Select 

Content



Create an Assignment and Select 

Content



Set Due Date, Assignment Name, 

and Options



Set Assignment Options



Quiz



Quiz



SETTINGS FOR GRADING



Grading Considerations

 Many, many setting options

 Pro: extremely flexible

 Con: instructor learning curve

 Defaults unlikely to work well, although presets 

help

 Significant digital divide penalties for certain 

settings

 Grade passback to Blackboard once set up

 Manual overrides possible, including for past 

settings



Turning Off Grading

Don’t forget to save changes



Course Scoring

(Can Also Set at Assignment Level)



Scoring Transparency

Uncheck: Make Scoring Criteria Visible



Scoring Transparency

Uncheck: this feature helpfully provides real-time feedback 

on assignment completion when students are in Perusall.



Scoring Timing: 

Manual vs. Automatic Passback

Don’t forget to save changes

General tab: release to student timing

LMS Grade Sync tab: sync to Blackboard timing



Course Scoring: Automatic



Automatic Scoring: Presets



Annotation Scoring



Annotation Scoring
Perusall uses AI grading to rate annotation quality using 

standards that may not match yours.  Particularly bad at rating 

annotations referring to other course readings.

Participation grading AI quality 

rating



Digital Divide

Students that print and read are disadvantaged by 

these options:

• Opening Assignment

• Reading to the End

• Active Engagement Time



Peer Interaction and Group Size

• Consider how many students (overall course 

or Perusall group) are commenting when 

setting these



Advanced Settings

Recommended: Enable Downloading for Digital Divide Students



Advanced Settings: Nudging

If you don’t want reminders sent for deadlines, uncheck 

relevant box.  This can also be done on individual assignments.



Integrity Settings: Duplicate Comments

Recommended: No Duplicate Comments



Scoring: Manual Checking

Click on any individual grade to see the 

grade breakdown and/or override it.



Scoring: Manual Checking



Scoring: Manual Overrides

Within an 

assignment, select 

“Options” and click 

“Show Comment 

Scores.”  You can 

then override all 

scores as you read 

them.  



Scoring: Manual Overrides

To focus on scoring 

a specific student 

within an 

assignment, select 

“All comments” and 

then select by 

“Specific Person.”



Scoring: Manual Overrides

Reminder: Perusall’s AI grading has limitations.

Number 

of 

comments 

in thread

Click on the 

score under 

the individual 

comment to 

override it.



ADDING AN ASSIGNMENT TO 

BLACKBOARD



Connecting your Assignment in Blackboard

Build Content – Perusall



Select the Assignment



Pass-through authentication for 

you and your students into 

Perusall

Click the link created

Will create accounts when needed

Passes into specific assignment



Strengths of Perusall

 Promotes collaboration

 Builds community

 Encourages close reading of text/media

 Accepts variety of media types

 Blackboard integration

 Instructor control 

 Huge number of settings for maximum flexibility

 Effective manual overrides



Limitations to Perusall

 Instructor learning curve on grading and 

settings, especially since defaults are unlikely to 

be desirable, although new presets help

 Beware OCR documents as text distinction may 

not be as good

 Digital textbooks access issues for students who 

rely on library and support office copies



Lots of New Features

 Importing content from Google Drive

 Importing quizzes in QTI

 Optional premade assignment on annotation

 Using AI to autogenerate discussion prompts

 Coordinated courses gradebook

 Quizzes: question types and math functionality

 See more at:

https://feedback.perusall.com/changelog

https://feedback.perusall.com/changelog


Getting Started Workshops

 Getting Started: Collecting Assignments, Projects, and 

Presentations Online

 August 16, 2023 10am - 11am

 Getting Started: Facilitating Student Discussion and Interaction

 August 17, 2023 10am - 11am

 Getting Started: How to Create and Facilitate an Online Exam, 

Test, or Quiz

 August 22, 2023 10am - 11am

 Getting Started: Planning to use the Blackboard Grade Center

 August 24, 2023 10am - 11am



Additional Workshops in August

 Add Interactivity to your Class: Poll Everywhere

 How-to Pre-Record and Deliver Video Content to your Students

 How to Facilitate a Live, Interactive Zoom Session

 Collaborative Annotation using Perusall

 Building Community in your Course with Yellowdig

 Enhancing your Discussion and Student Interaction using VoiceThread

 Improve the Accessibility of your Course with Ally

 How to Use Padlet: A Digital Discussion Board

 Qwickly Tools for Attendance and Course Management

 Enhancing your Discussion and Student Interaction using Harmonize

 Repurpose, Reuse & Upcycle Video Content with PlayPosit! (Sept)



Getting Help

Online Documentation

https://tech.rochester.edu/services/learning-management-system/

Upcoming Workshops

http://rochester.edu/online-learning/

https://tech.rochester.edu/services/learning-management-system/
http://rochester.edu/online-learning/


Reach Out!

Blackboard Support

Digital Instructional Design Support

UnivITHelp@Rochester.edu

275-2000

mailto:UnivITHelp@Rochester.edu


THANK YOU

QUESTIONS?


