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Accreditation/Certification Statements

The University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry is accredited by 
the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide 
continuing medical education for physicians. 

The University of Rochester School of Medicine and Dentistry designates this 
live activity for a maximum of 1.0 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians 
should claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of their 
participation in the activity.

No commercial funding was received to support this activity. 

ACCME Standards of Commercial Support of CME require that presentations be free of commercial bias and that any information regarding 
commercial products/services be based on scientific methods generally accepted by the medical community.  When discussing therapeutic 
options, faculty are requested to use only generic names.  If they use a trade name, then those of several companies should be used.  If a 
presentation includes discussion of any unlabeled or investigational use of a commercial product, faculty are required to disclose this to the 
participants.



Learning Objectives
Participants will be able to…

§ Describe Different Types of Groups
§ Create Groups in Blackboard
§ Use Groups for Communication
§ Use Groups for Test Exceptions
§ Use Groups for Adaptive Release
§ Use Groups for Assignments
§ Use Groups in Grading



GROUP TYPES



Group Types

§ Single Group allows you to assign any student into the 
group. If you create more than one single group, the same 
student can appear in multiple groups.
§ Allows for Self-Enroll or Manual Enroll

§ Group Set allows you to create a set of groups and make 
sure that each student is in one and only one group within 
that set.
§ Allows for Self-Enroll, Random Enroll,  or Manual Enroll



Group Enrollment Types

§ Manual Enroll allows you to assign each student in your course to a 
group. 

§ Random Enroll is available for group sets only. Random enrollment 
automatically distributes students into groups based on your settings 
for maximum members per group or total number of groups. Random 
distribution applies only to students who are currently enrolled in your 
course. You can enroll additional students manually.

§ Self-Enroll allows students to add themselves to a group with a sign-up 
sheet. 



When to use….

§ Group Sets
§ Every student needs to be assigned into one 

group and only one group
§ Projects, Sections, Discussion Groups

§ Groups
§ Need to deliver information or provide services 

to a specific set of students
§ Study Groups, Majors, Grad Students



When to use…

§ Manual Enroll
§ Specific people must be together

§ Random Enroll
§ Doesn’t matter who is together

§ Self-Enroll
§ Students self-select their own groups



Types of Group Activity

§ Group Discussion – break discussions into 
smaller sub-groups of students

§ Group Assignment submission
§ Sign-ups 

§ Specific Events with Limited Occupancy
§ Specific Event held at Different Times



CREATING GROUPS



Create



Provide a Name and Description

Self-Enrollment Option 
Note: students do not see 
which group they chose later!



Tool Availability



Smart View

Used for Grading

Can also be created 
later if you forget



Self-Enrollment Only Options



Group Set Options

Manual and Self-Enroll

Random



Managing Group Sets



Edit Group Set Membership



Access to Group and Tools



COMMUNICATE WITH 
GROUPS



Using Email Tool



GROUPS FOR SIGN-UPS



Create Self-Enroll 
Single Group

We have an event 
where only 10 
students can attend.



Event Information



Tools for this Event



Sign up information



How the Student Reviews



Student View



Create Self-Enroll Group Set

We are having 
students choose a 
workshop, recitation, 
lab session. Every 
student must choose 
a group.



Set up Recitation Group Info



Tools for Groups



Sign-up Information



Edit Names of Groups



How Student Signs-up



List of Recitations



GROUPS DISCUSSION 
BOARDS



Access All Discussion Boards



Edit Each Group Board



Student Access to Boards



What the Student Sees



Access through the Group



TEST EXCEPTIONS WITH 
GROUPS



Add Exceptions



Exceptions for all Group 
Members



ADAPTIVE RELEASE WITH 
GROUPS



Content Available only to Group 
Members



GROUP ASSIGNMENTS



Settings for Group Assignment



GRADING WITH GROUPS



Graded Tools

Discussion Board (and 
other tools, i.e. Journal, 
Wiki)

Column for each group



Grading Group Assignment



Manage Smart Views



Create a Smart View
1

2

3



Select by Course Group



Filter by Smart View



THANK YOU
QUESTIONS?



Evaluation

§ https://forms.gle/mPDzZYpcJwiFaFPt7



More Workshops
http://rochester.edu/online-learning/index.html

§ How to Collect Online Assessments, 
including Projects, Presentations, and 
Performances
§ Dates: Friday, November 13, 12noon

§ How to Facilitate an Online Exam
§ Dates: Friday, November 20, 12noon

§ The Blackboard Grade Center
§ Dates: Friday, December 4, 12noon

§ Blackboard Basics
§ Date: Monday, January 11, 12noon

§ How-to Record and Deliver Video 
Lectures to your Students
§ Dates: Wednesday, January 13, 12noon

§ Gradescope
§ Dates: Friday, January 15, 12noon

§ Blackboard has a new Zoom connection 
tool – the Zoom Meeting Manager
§ Dates: Monday, January 18, 12 noon

§ How to Facilitate a Live Zoom Class 
Session
§ Dates: Wednesday, January 20, 12 noon

http://rochester.edu/online-learning/index.html


Video Tutorials

§ http://rochester.edu/online-
learning/disruption/index.html

http://rochester.edu/online-learning/disruption/index.html

