CHESTER REVIEW May-J




O\ S

| L ———————— e ——

NATIONAL TOURNAMENTS

SPORTS

Record Seasons

Squash team and women’s basketball finish their seasons with trips to national finals.

By Ryan Whirty

The Yellowjacket squash team came
within a whisker of ending more than 80
years of Ivy League domination this winter
while the women’s basketball team’s season
of upsets almost carried the Yellowjackets
through the Final Four. Both teams finished
fourth in the country after posting stellar
performances throughout their seasons.
Finishing at 10-4, the squash team beat
Cornell in the quarterfinals of the national

ACCOLADES: Melissa Alwardt "11 (opposite)
was named to the Final Four All-Tournament
team, and Jim Bristow "10 (above, left) was
the only squash player this year who earned
All-American honors in each of the four
seasons he played.

championship before falling to Yale in the
semis and to Princeton in the third-place
playoff. Season highlights included a third
straight Liberty League title as well as vic-
tories over Princeton, Cornell, and Harvard.

“The match against Yale saw some of our
guys really raise their game for their team,
which is what I believe is the goal of this
kind of competition,” said coach Martin
Heath of his team’s performance.

Jim Bristow ’10 and Ben Fischer 12 were
named first team All-Americans by the Col-
lege Squash Association. Bristow was the
only player among the 20 honorees on both
the first and second teams to be selected as
an All-American in each of his four seasons.

The women ended the year with a 23-8
record, losing in the first round of the Final
Four to Hope College and in the consolation

round to Amherst. On the way to the na-
tional championship, the Yellowjackets
snapped second-ranked Kean University’s
29-game Division III winning streak and
defeated 10th-ranked Christopher Newport
University. “This is the best we have played
all year,” coach Jim Scheible noted after the
Yellowjackets knocked off Kean and Chris-
topher Newport.

Guard Melissa Alwardt ’11 was named an
All-American by D3Hoops.com for her per-
formance at the Final Four, where she also
was named to the All-Tournament team.

The trip to the national finals was the
second in a row for the squash team, and
the first for the women since 2003-04. @

Ryan Whirty writes about sports for Roch-
ester Review.
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