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Robert Keegan ’72S (MBA) Joins Board of Trustees
Robert Keegan ’72S (MBA), recently re-
tired as chairman of the board of the Good-
year Tire & Rubber Co., has been elected 
to a five-year term as a University trustee. 
Keegan, who has long-standing associa-
tions at the University and within the Roch-
ester community, stepped into Goodyear’s 
leadership ranks as president and chief op-
erating officer in 2000, and in 2003 he was 
also named CEO and chairman of North 
America’s largest tire maker. He stepped 
down as president and CEO in April 2010, 
retiring as chairman in October.

“Bob Keegan has excelled as a leader in 
diverse and demanding business environ-
ments, and we are particularly fortunate to 
have him join our Board of Trustees at this 
exciting time,” says Ed Hajim ’58, chairman 
of the University’s board.

Under Keegan’s direction, Goodyear 
transformed its strategy and culture, and 
the company enjoyed improved profitabil-

ity and a steady stream of innovative and 
award-winning new products. In 2008, For-
tune magazine recognized Goodyear as the 
world’s most admired company in the mo-
tor vehicle parts industry. In 2009, Forbes 
magazine named Goodyear as America’s 
most respected automotive company.

Before joining Goodyear, Keegan—who 
earned a bachelor of science degree in 
mathematics from LeMoyne College before 
receiving his MBA with a concentration in 
finance from the Simon School—was the 
executive vice president of Eastman Kodak 
Co. and president of its consumer imaging 
business during his 26-year career there.

A charter member of the George East-
man Circle, Keegan received the Distin-
guished Alumnus Award from the Simon 
School in 2007, and the University awarded 
him an honorary doctor of laws degree at 
the 2010 Simon commencement.

—Sharon Dickman

TRUSTEE: A former chairman and CEO of 
North America’s largest tire maker, Keegan 
joined the University’s board this fall.
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Veterans Affairs
roCHester yelloW: army medic rory 
Hamilton ’14 (left) talks with u.s. senator 
Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.y., (right) about his 
plans as a student at rochester as Jesse 
Kinsella ’12, a Navy petty officer, looks on 
during a campus press conference this fall 

announcing the reauthorization of a federal 
program to support veterans enrolled in 
college. in 2009, the university launched the 
rochester Pledge scholarship in anticipation 
of the Department of Veterans affairs’ yellow 
ribbon Program, which was included under a 
revised G.i. bill. the university’s contribution, 
combined with the yellow ribbon benefits, 
guarantees full tuition for qualified veterans 

attending the College, the eastman school’s 
undergraduate program, and the simon 
school. a physics major from Cookeville, 
tenn., Hamilton was stationed in Germany 
and completed a 15-month deployment to 
iraq. a native of rochester, Kinsella is major-
ing in economics. He transferred to roches-
ter from buffalo state and plans to attend 
the simon school after graduation.
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