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Nora Bredes: ‘Politely but Firmly,

Nora Spoke Up’

Of the many events Nora Bredes organized
in her 12 years as director of the Susan B.
Anthony Center for Women’s Leadership,
one that was powerfully symbolic was the
annual Susan B. Anthony Legacy 5K. Nora
was a runner herself, going out daily, rain or
shine. For the Legacy 5K, a benefit for the
center, she chose a route from Anthony’s
house downtown to the chapel on the
River Campus. She encouraged people to
sign up in teams, to reflect the teamwork
she believed generated so many strides
(so to speak) for women’s rights. And she
ensured that as participants approached
the finish line, they’d hear Vocal Point—the
University’s only female a cappella group—
singing on the steps of Strong Auditorium,
adding one more heart-squeezing element
to the event, and ensuring that women’s
voices would be heard-literally.

Nora died in August, at age 60, from
breast cancer. She had already assembled
a fresh team of guests for this year’s
Stanton-Anthony Conversations, a round-
table discussion on an issue related to
women’s leadership that Nora organized
each Meliora Weekend. Each year she also
led the Susan B. Anthony Legacy Dinner, a
celebratory event honoring the spectacular
young women who had already made a dif-
ference on campus and in the community as
student leaders.

Nora worked tirelessly behind the
scenes for women'’s inclusion. Did a list of
University events feature only men? Politely
but firmly, Nora spoke up. Were only men
consulted on key decisions? Again, Nora
spoke up.

She fought especially hard to increase
the number of women in elected govern-

Robert F. Witzel ’51,°63S (MS),
August 2011

Sallie Dietrich Farabaugh ’52E,
August 2011

Carol Hess Romeka ’52,
September 2011

David D. Wallace ’52,’56M (MD),
July 2011

William H. Cox ’53,
August 2011

John C. Gouse ’53,
August 2011

ACTIVIST: Bredes fought for women'’s
inclusion as director of the Susan B.
Anthony Center for Women’s Leadership.

ment, not simply to provide full representa-
tion for half of humanity, but because the
conversation literally changed when women
were included (she was happy to provide
the research proving it). Women worked
more for consensus. Women were more
likely to strive for long-term rather than
short-term solutions. Women interrupted
less and listened more.

Nora drew on the powerful example of
Susan B. Anthony to demonstrate how a
seemingly impossible goal is not, in fact,
impossible when it is the right goal.

—Honey Meconi

Meconi is a professor of musicology at
the Eastman School, a professor of music
in the College, and director of the Susan
B. Anthony Institute for Gender and
Women’s Studies.

Joseph C. Pietropaolo ’53,
August 2010

Alfred J. Valvano ’53,’54 (Mas),
September 2011

Philip A. Africa’54 (PhD),
February 2011

James L. Douglas '54,’60 (MS),
February 2011

Phyllis Burgess Parcells 54 (Mas),
August 2011

Douglas T. Adamson ’56 (Mas),
August 2011

Marvin S. Jacobs ’56,

December 2010

Keith E. Ketcham 56 (Mas),
August 2011

Basil S. Strates ’56 M (MS),
September 2010

John J. Gaidula ’57M (MD), ’68M (Flw),
September 2011

Robert Berkow '59M (Res),
July 2011

Arthur T. Osako ’59M (MD),
July 2011

Neil F. Bubel ’60,
August 2011

Sally Williams McClintock '60E,
August 2011

Margaret Swang ’62W (Mas),
August 2011

Thomas M. Costello '63S,
September 2011

Thomas D. Moore '63E (MM),
February 2011

Susette Ryan Graham 64 (MA), ’87 (PhD),
September 2011

Donald S. Koretz 64,
August 2011

Cynthia Lyons '67,’75W (Mas),
August 2011

Mark A. Snyder ’68M (Res),
April 2011

Noel H. Turner ’68 (PhD),
August 2011

Karen Babb Paone '72E,
August 2010

Joel L. Schaffer ’72M (Pdc),
June 2011

John Somerville Snyder 73 (MS),
August 2011

Karma Gaetano Hadjimichalakis *74 (PhD),
February 2011

Robert T. Armading ’75,
July 2011

Paul K. F. Choi ’76M (Res),
September 2011

Robert C. Eimers 78 (PhD),
September 2011

Donald P. Riley '78W (Mas),
August 2011

Frederick J. Darfler ’79M (PhD),
August 2011

Kenneth L. Richmond *79E (MM),
September 2011

Sharon Wilbert 81N,
August 2011

Robert W. Parris ’82E (DMA),
September 2011

David A. Aschauer ’84 (PhD),
August 2011

Laura Stevens ’88,’94 (MA),
April 2011

Vishall Anand ’99M (Res),
January 2011

UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS

November-December 2011 ROCHESTER REVIEW 61

CLASS NOTES

NVIJOWIN NI



