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A
M 1980   Al Power (MD), ’83 (Res)  

(see ’76 undergraduate). 

1982   Laurie Kinder Sorge (PhD) 
has written a book, Prep for 

Success in Chemistry: A Bridge Between Math 
and Science (Lulu). It’s designed to help stu-
dents learn or review math skills needed 
to become successful chemistry students. 
Laurie lives in Raleigh, N.C., with her hus-
band, John Sorge (MD), and has taught high 
school and college-level chemistry. 

2000   Rick Saupé (MD)   
(see ’96 undergraduate). 

School of Nursing 

2010   Maureen Dudiak   
(see ’07 undergraduate).

In Memoriam
Alumni
Katherine Drum Coddington ’33, ’42 (Mas), 

August 2011
Sue Palfi Ramsey ’33E, 

September 2011
Margaret Yewdall Dennison ’35N, 

September 2011
Renee Smith Feinstein ’35E, 

July 2010
William F. May ’37, 

September 2011
Constance Carman Wood ’37, 

April 2011
Lois Swart Crauer ’39, 

September 2011
Blair P. Cosman ’41E (MA), 

July 2011
Robert S. Erickson ’42, 

July 2011
Catherine Reid Green ’42, 

August 2011
Dorothy Kline Lee ’42E (MM), 

July 2011
William R. Patton ’42, 

September 2011
Betsy Phillips Fisher ’43, 

April 2011
Elizabeth Lasher Ewald ’44, ’50 (Mas), 

August 2011
Treva McCreary Cockerham ’45E, 

September 2011
Dorothy Quigley Ferrell ’46, ’47N, 

August 2011
Glen C. Law ’47E, 

July 2011
Thomas E. Putnam ’47, ’54 (PhD), 

September 2011

Bettye Maxwell Krolick ’48E, 
August 2011

Bruce H. Robart ’48E (MM), 
February 2011

Clayton Shufelt ’48 (MA), 
December 2010

Margaretta Carey ’49E (MA), 
September 2011

Walter C. Marquardt ’49E, 
June 2011

Ruth Weaver McLin ’49, 
December 2010

Frank R. Temmerman ’49 (Mas), 
July 2011

William D. Woods ’49M (MD), 
August 2011

Duane C. Ferguson ’50, 
August 2011

Howard J. Meyer ’50, ’54M (MD), 
August 2011

W. Robert Anderson ’51, 
July 2011

Bernard B. Brody ’51M (MD), 
September 2011

David H. Meese ’51E, ’52E (MM), 
February 2011

Raymond F. Reithel ’51, 
September 2011

Frederick L. Schuman ’51, 
August 2010

Joseph J. Vaeth ’51, 
September 2011

Tribute

William May ’37: A Leader in Science, 
Education, and the Arts
For his entire adult life, from his gradu-
ation from Rochester until his death in 
September at the age of 95, Bill May 
distinguished himself as a business leader, a 
fundraiser, and a leader in education. 

At Rochester, he served with distinction 
as a trustee since he was first elected in 
1965. A chemical engineer who presided 
over the American Can Company during a 
long period of growth and transformation 
in the 1960s and 1970s, Bill was also an 
arts advocate who served on the board of 
the Lincoln Center for Performing Arts and 
founded the Film Society of Lincoln Center. 
From 1971 to 1986, he served as direc-
tor of the New York Times Company, and 
later served as chairman and chief execu-
tive officer of the Statue of Liberty–Ellis 
Island Foundation.

But despite his many great accomplish-
ments and different roles, Bill made all of 
us feel like we were friends with him on a 
first-name basis. He would meet faculty, 
students, and department chairs, and place 
them instantly at ease with his abundant 
charm, optimism, humor, and friendliness.

As a member of the what’s now the Hajim 
School of Engineering Advisory Board, on 
which he served for many years, Bill trav-
eled to campus at least once a year, at his 
own expense, to help improve programs 
and set goals. His knowledge of industry, 
universities, and not-for-profits—all gained 
from years of experience in leadership roles 
in each sector—provided an invaluable per-
spective that few others could match.

On a few occasions, I tried to express just 
how much we appreciated his involvement, 
and how honored we were to have the May 
Professorship at Rochester. He deflected 
the issue with his usual good-natured smile 
and natural grace, and returned to the 
issues facing the Hajim School. Those of 
us who benefitted from Bill’s advice and 
conversation will miss him greatly, but at 
the same time are profoundly grateful for 
his time with us.	 —Kevin Parker

Parker is the William F. May Professor of 
Electrical and Computer Engineering and 
dean emeritus at the Hajim School, and 
a professor of radiology and of biomedi-
cal engineering at the School of Medicine 
and Dentistry.

ADVISOR: Trustee and engineer May 
served as advisor to the Hajim School. 

6_RochRev_Nov2011_Notes.indd   60 10/28/11   4:20 PM


