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SOCIETY OF LEADERS
George Eastman was one of the most influential 

philanthropists of his time, and a true University 

visionary. The George Eastman Circle honors 

Eastman’s legacy by recognizing the University 

of Rochester leaders who generously and 

consistently provide unrestricted annual gifts, 

which can be invested immediately to support the 

arts, academics, health care, and research. 

Your membership is an investment that sustains 

our vision for the future. The Eastman Circle’s 

continued success enhances our ability to pursue 

emerging priorities. 

•	 A 5-year commitment; 

membership options start at 

$66 per month.

•	 Members receive invitations to 

special GEC events, VIP status 

at regional events, networking 

opportunities, and insider 

privileges including access to 

University leaders and news.

Annual Giving Programs | Alumni and Advancement Center | 300 East River Road | P.O. Box 270441 | Rochester, NY 14627 | (800) 598-1330

All gifts count toward The Meliora Challenge, a 
University-wide fundraising Campaign that was launched 
in October 2011 and runs through June 30, 2016.

“The progress of the world 
depends almost entirely

upon education”

—George Eastman
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Letters

The Quality of Admissions
During the years from 1961 to 1963 I 
worked in the admissions department 
with then director Charles Dalton ’20, ’43 
(MA) and then associate director Caro 
FitzSimons Spencer ’20.

There were far fewer of us working di-
rectly with applicants. We prided our-
selves on taking a personal interest in 
every applicant. I was very excited to read 
that this process is still very important at 
the U of R (“The Admissions Mission,” 
September-October.)

From my experience with children and 
grandchildren I feel this attention is not 
always the case at other institutions. I feel 
strongly that one of the reasons the U of R 
has maintained such a high standard among 
universities of its size is because of the 
quality of its admissions procedures.

Barbara Merritt Roberts ’59
Chireno, Texas

Dating NROTC
I question the information contained 
in the Class Notes submission from Hugh 
(Bud) Garvin ’51 (Class Notes, September-
October). He states, “Don [Stocking] and I 
were members of the first NROTC class at 
the U of R . . . originally scheduled to gradu-
ate with the Class of 1950.”

I had been transferred to the U of R from 
Cornell in the Navy’s V-12 program in Sep-
tember of 1944. I graduated with the U of R 
Class of 1947 and was commissioned as an 

ensign in the U.S. Navy Reserve from the 
NROTC program, the first to do so. I stayed 
on in the Navy, retiring in 1974 as a captain 
(Civil Engineer Corps), U.S. Navy. Among 
others in my ’47 class (NROTC) were Rob-
ert Prochnow ’47, who was listed in the In 
Memoriam section for that issue. Others 
graduating included Richard Carlson ’47, 
Arthur Bailey ’47, Edward Kern ’47, ’72S 
(MBA),  William Shriver ’47, Edward Dowl-
ing ’47, ’48 (MS), Edward Spurgiesz ’47, Jo-
seph Mack ’47, Henry Sakrison ’47, William 
Coffey ’47, and Samuel Miserendino ’47. Not 
a complete list as I recall.

Nelson Simonson ’47
Wernersville, Pa.

Editor Scott Hauser notes: According 
to Arthur May’s A History of the Universi-
ty of Rochester, 1850–1964, the University’s 
NROTC program was established in No-
vember 1945, and according to May and to 
contemporary issues of Rochester Review, 
the program’s enrollment was filled almost 
entirely from transfers from the Universi-
ty’s earlier V-12 unit, transfers from the V-12 
units of other universities, and transfers 
from the Navy fleet. The September-October 
1946 issue of Rochester Alumni-Alumnae Re-
view notes that the fall of 1946 marked “the 
beginning of the peacetime NROTC pro-
gram at the River Campus.” If the fall 1945 
NROTC program couldn’t accommodate 
new students because of the V-12 enroll-
ment, students enrolling in fall 1946 would 
have been the first to be able to complete all 
four years in NROTC.

Review welcomes letters and will print them 
as space permits. Letters may be edited for 
brevity and clarity. Unsigned letters cannot 
be used. Send letters to Rochester Review, 
22 Wallis Hall, P.O. Box 270044, Universi-
ty of Rochester, Rochester, NY 14627-0044; 
rochrev@rochester.edu.

“I feel strongly that one of the reasons 
the U of R has maintained such a high 
standard among universities of its size  
is because of the quality of its admissions 
procedures.”—Barbara Merritt Roberts ’59
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