CLASS NOTES

Gino R. Sturiale ’52,
August 2013

Patsy Finnan Tylec 52, ’53N,
August 2013

Joseph F. Finelli ’53M (MD),
August 2013

Frederic I. Fisher ’53E (MM),
’63E (DMA), September 2013

Emma Gerega ’53,
July 2013

Eugene C. Letter ’53,
August 2013

Robert W. Detenbeck 54,
August 2013

Ronald W. Estabrook ’54M
(PhD), August 2013

Merrillynn Petersen Pepos '54E,
’58E (MM), May 2013

Elmer L. Bergstraser ’55,
July 2013

Erwin Cherovsky ’55,
August 2013

Barbara Donaldson Petri ’55E,
March 2013

Sophie Brody Ravin ’56, ’68W
(MA), December 2012

John H. Short 56,
September 2013

Donald W. Bechtold ’57E,
July 2013

Lillian Holtz Ewert 57N,
August 2013

James A. Eyer ’57 (PhD),
August 2013

John R. Hollenbeck ’57,
August 2013

Elsie Dickens McCarthy ’57,
August 2013

Paul A. Wurtzel ’57,
June 2013

Sarah Coss '58E, ’60E (MM),
July 2013

Rolf Legbandt '58E,
August 2013

Arthur Fumia 61,
August 2013

Rodger W. Griffin ’61 (PhD),
August 2013

Christopher Schmid ’61W (Mas),
July 2013

James R. Stabenau '61M (Res),
March 2013

David K. Bush ’62,
July 2013

John J. McCormick ’62W (Mas),
August 2013

Arthur J. Blume 63,
August 2013

Myron H. Nozik ’64D (Pdc),
September 2013

Ross W. Powell ’64E (MM),
May 2013

Monique Mann Freshman ’65M
(PhD), September 2013

Yale D. Tauber ’65,
September 2013

Stephen Z. Kecskemethy '66E,
August 2013

TRIBUTE

Donald Hess: A ‘Silver Fox’ for the Laser Lab

| began working closely with Don Hess when

| became director of the Laboratory for Laser
Energetics in 1983, and continued working with
him until he retired in 1996.

Don, who served as vice president for admin-
istration, had been brought to Rochester in the
1970s as vice president for campus affairs by then
President Bob Sproull. Don had served with Bob
when Bob was the director of the Department of
Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency. Don
had wide government experience, including hav-
ing served as director of the Peace Corps under
President Nixon.

Bob asked Don to work with the lab’s founding
director, Moshe Lubin, to develop a corporate
sponsorship. Because of Don’s intimate knowledge
of federal agencies and Congress, Don was instru-
mental in getting the Joint Committee on Atomic
Energy to urge the Atomic Energy Commission
to sponsor research at the lab. Without Don, it is
unlikely that federal sponsorship of the lab would
have ever occurred.

I always thought of Don as the “silver fox.” He
took pride in “flying under the radar,” as he aptly
put it. When we went to Washington together, Don
trained me to be effective and efficient, but not
too prominent. Don could visit more people in
Washington in two days than most lobbyists would
in a week. Bob Sproull always disdained the use
of lobbyists and told me Don was more effective
than all the “hired guns.”

Trips to the Office of Management and Budget,
the Department of Energy, and elsewhere in
Washington with Don were very effective in
assuring support for the lab. Don always took
the high road in advocating research based on
achievement.

He also took pride in doing as much as possible
at the lowest cost. Don stayed in the cheapest
hotels—some with bathrooms down the hall—
and used pay phones in the lobbies to avoid the
surcharge for in-room phone service. He believed

QUIET AND EFFECTIVE: Hess helped win federal
support for the Laboratory for Laser Energetics.

that hard-working parents who paid tuition
deserved the best the University had to offer for
the least.

When good news came from our advocacy trips,
Don eschewed any recognition. His pivotal role in
the lab’s history was summarized in a document
celebrating its 40th anniversary. Don called me
and told me that his picture did not belong on the
cover of the document with Bob Sproull, Moshe
Lubin, Jay Eastman, and me. | told Don it most
certainly did, and that was all there was to it. The
success of the Laboratory for Laser Energetics
belongs as much to Don as anyone.

Don, who died in September at the age of 82,
was fiercely proud of the University and the lab,
and strongly committed to higher education dur-
ing his many years on the board of Associated
Universities and as a trustee of his alma mater,
Franklin and Marshall College. He truly was a
silver fox, and an old-fashioned gentleman in the
truest and best sense.

—Robert McCrory

McCrory is director of the Laboratory for
Laser Energetics as well as vice president, vice
provost, chief executive officer, and professor
of mechanical engineering and physics and
astronomy at Rochester.

Robert H. Jurgensen 67,
August 2013

William T. Repp '67W (MA),
August 2013

Charles D. Fairbanks *68S
(MBA), August 2013

David J. Paine 68,
August 2013

Alice Lockner Scott ’68W (Mas),
August 2013

Robert T. Fitzgibbon ’69W (MA),
September 2013

Alan W. Valoris 69,
February 2013

Eric S. Overland ’73M (Res), Emil M. Ronchi ’92S (MBA),
August 2013 August 2013

Mitchell C. Ruda 73 (MS), Michael J. Burek '95M (PhD),
August 2013 August 2013

Edward J. Kelly ’76S (MBA), Patrick E. Flain '96S (MBA),
September 2013 November 2012

James Dorofy ’78, Robert G. McCarthy '00 (MA),
August 2013 August 2013

Louis Piro ’8OM (Flw), Barry Kirschbaum '01M (Res),
September 2013 September 2012

Phyllis Edwards ’84, Daniel B. Easterly '10,
September 2013 September 2013

Dalia Goldschmidt Sheff’87M Anna Kroup 11,
(Pdc), ’99M (Pdc), May 2013 February 2013
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