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CAMPAIGN

Wegman Foundation Gives $17 Million

A historic gift benefits the University’s new data science effort
and the new Golisano Children’s Hospital.

By Sara Miller

ONE OF THE UNIVERSITY’S NEWEST BUILD-
ings will bear the name of one of Roches-
ter’s most notable families.

The new building—a 50,000-square-foot
facility that will serve as the home for a new
Institute for Data Science—will be named
in recognition of the generosity of the Weg-
man family whose national chain of grocery
stores began in Rochester nearly a century
ago.

At an April press conference, University
Trustee Danny Wegman, CEO of Wegmans
Food Markets, announced a $10 million
lead gift from the Wegman Family Chari-
table Foundation to support the new insti-
tute, including the new building.

He also announced a $7 million gift for

A ALL IN THE FAMILY: Trustee Danny
Wegman (foreground) announced a $17
million gift from the Wegman Family
Charitable Foundation at a press conference
with President Joel Seligman.

the campaign to build a new Golisano Chil-
dren’s Hospital, a project that’s currently
under way at the Medical Center and ex-
pected to be completed in 2015.

“Danny Wegman is the man of the hour,”
President Joel Seligman said at the press
conference, noting that with the new gifts
the Wegman Family Charitable Founda-
tion had given a total of $20 million to the
University. “Danny has stepped up at a time
when he could really make a difference in
the life of our University.”

The two projects—the Institute for Data
Science and the Golisano Children’s Hos-
pital—are two of the flagship initiatives of
The Meliora Challenge, the University’s $1.2
billion comprehensive campaign.

The $17 million gift represents the fourth
largest contribution to the Campaign, and
the second largest gift to the children’s
hospital.

“It is our honor to support the Univer-
sity’s campaign,” said Wegman, the founda-
tion’s president and chairman of its board.
“The Institute for Data Science is helping

the University and its collaborators become
leaders in leveraging information in ways
that will transform 21st-century discovery
and innovation.

“In a similar way, the new children’s hos-
pital will move health care for our region’s
children and their families into a whole
new environment designed around chil-
dren’s needs. What could be more impor-
tant or gratifying than ensuring the health
of our children?”

Last fall, Seligman announced that the
University was committing $100 million—
including $50 million that it has invested in
recent years—to expand work in data sci-
ence, an emerging field focused on how the
world understands, organizes, and applies
vast quantities of information and data.

As a centerpiece of the University’s cur-
rent five-year strategic plan, the data sci-
ence initiative includes the creation of
a new institute, construction of a new
building located near Hopeman Hall, and
support for new faculty members with ex-
pertise in the field.
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The institute will also serve as the home
for the recently designated New York State
Center of Excellence for Data Science,
which, with support from New York Gov.
Andrew Cuomo and the Rochester-area
state delegation, received $872,333 in the
2014-15 state budget.

The new eight-floor children’s hospital
features 52 private patient rooms, a great-
ly expanded Neonatal Intensive Care Unit,
and spaces designed specifically to meet the
needs of children and their families.

Enhancements include healing gardens,
family lounges, and a hospitality suite
where parents can shower, prepare and
eat home-cooked meals, or even run a load
of laundry.

As of this spring, a total of $45 million of
the $60 million needed for the building had
been raised. Wegman, honorary chair of the
Medical Center campaign, said he hoped
the new gift would inspire others to con-
tribute to close the $15 million gap.

Tracing its roots to the opening of its first
store in Rochester in 1916, Wegmans Food
Markets currently operates 83 stores in six
states and employs more than 44,000 peo-
ple. Wegmans is frequently listed by nation-
al publications as one of the best companies
to work for in the country.

Through the Wegman Family Charitable
Foundation, the Wegman family has long
been a supporter of civic, cultural, and ed-
ucational projects in Rochester and other
communities. Created by Robert Wegman
in 1991 and funded by assets from his es-
tate, the foundation focuses on health care,
education, workforce development, and
United Way.

In addition to his role as a trustee, Weg-
man works with Seligman as cochair of the
Finger Lakes Regional Economic Develop-
ment Council, part of a task force appointed
by Cuomo that recommends state support
for economic development projects in a
nine-county region.

Wegman also has been a leading sup-
porter of the Hillside Work-Scholarship
Connection, a community program that
provides education and training to middle
and high school students. The University
also works closely with the partnership.

In announcing the $17 million gift, Weg-
man noted that universities like Rochester
are key to shaping the success of the com-
munities they call home. “The most power-
ful economic driver in the world is a great
educational institution” @

Sara Miller is University spokesperson.

NEW LAN DMARKS A proposed home for an Instltute for Data SC|ence (above) and the
new Golisano Children’s Hospital are key projects in the University’s strategic plan.
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Strategic Initiatives

A $17 million gift from the Wegman Family Charitable Foundation is giving a boost to two
major projects under way at the University. Both are key aspects of the University’s strate-
gic plan for 2013-18.

Data Science Initiative

The University has begun a $100 million initiative to greatly expand work in the burgeon-
ing field of data science. Featuring plans for a new 50,000-square-foot building named in
honor of the Wegman family, the initiative includes plans for an Institute for Data Science
as well as additional faculty members with expertise in the field. Three research domains
have been identified as initial areas of focus: predictive health analytics, cognitive systems
and artificial intelligence, and analyzing large-scale data as part of an effort known as
“analytics on demand.” Plans call for the new building to be located near Hopeman Hall

to create a science and engineering quadrangle flanked by Hutchison and Goergen Halls,
Carlson Library, and the Computer Studies Building.

Golisano Children’s Hospital

The largest single capital project in the University’s history, the new $145 million building,
located on Crittenden Boulevard, is attached to the Medical Center and Strong Memorial
Hospital. The tower features about 245,000 square feet of space dedicated to children

and their families. Construction began in fall 2012, and the building is scheduled to open

in 2015. The new hospital is named for B. Thomas Golisano, the founder and chairman of
Paychex Inc. He gave $14 million to create the original hospital in 2003, and his $20 million
lead gift kicked off the campaign for the new building.

COURTESY OF AYERS SAINT GROSS ARCHITECTS (DATA SCIENCE BUILDING); BALLINGER ARCHITECTS (GOLISANO CHILDREN’S HOSPITAL)
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