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Jeanne Tarr Moreland 47E,
July 2013

Leo F. Smith 47,
September 2014

Clawson Y. Cannon 48E,
October 2014

Geraldine Denering Gamburd 48,
September 2014

Elaine Scott Sewell 48N,
October 2014

Jo Anne Patton Steubing 48E,
October 2014

Leslie A. Walker 48M (MD),
November 2014

Horace V. Apgar 49E,
September 2014

J. Carl Hornberger 49M (MD),
October 2014

Galway M. Kinnell 49 (MA),
October 2014

George H. Matter 49,
August 2014

Lillian Rubin Scott 49E,
November 2013

David 1. Wells 49,
July 2014

John V. Adkin '50,
October 2014

Richard W. Eckler '50,
October 2014

Dale C. Lindenmuth '50,
April 2014

John T. Miller '50E (MM),
October 2014

Donald A. Wormer '50,
October 2014

John A. Garnish 51,
October 2014

Helen Moresh Kennedy '51,
November 2014

Ralph W. Keyes 51,
February 2013

Raymond H. Nagell '51, '52 (MS),
October 2014

Harold Silver '51,
November 2014

Ralph F. Rauch '52E (MM),
September 2014

Daniel Klein '54 (PhD),
July 2014

Lois Laymon Lyddon '54E,
September 2014

William M. Mack '55,
October 2014

William L. Sutton '55M (MS),
March 2014

Phyllis Owens Weber '55,
November 2014

James L. Ferro '56,
November 2014

Carrie Shaw Groppe ‘56N,
September 2014

Monica Laughlin '56E (MM),
October 2014

Ruth Anne Williams Parker '56,
'57N, October 2014

Marie Dephillip Vella '56E,
October 2014

TRIBUTE

Rita Shane: ‘A Unique Star Among Us’

A little bit of sunshine left Rochester when my
dear friend and colleague Rita Shane, professor
of voice at Eastman since 1989, died in October
after a brief and courageous battle with can-
cer at the age of 78. Rita was a world-renowned
opera singer of a rare vocal category (dramatic
coloratura soprano) and equally rare as an ar-
tistic colleague. A native of New York City, she
didn’t attend a music school but studied at Bar-
nard College under Beverly Peck Johnson, a bril-
liant vocal technician whom I knew later in my
own studies in piano accompa-
nying at the Juilliard School.
Rita became a leading soprano
at the Metropolitan Opera for
10 seasons after her 1973 debut
in what became her signature
role, the Queen of the Night in
Mozart’s The Magic Flute. She
also sang at the Chicago Lyric,
San Francisco, New York City,
and many other American op-
era companies, as well as in
Milan, Vienna, Munich, and a
dozen other houses in Europe
and South America. She per-
formed roles in Manon, Lucia di
Lammermoor, Lelisir d’amore,
Carmen, and La bohéme, as well
as creating the title role of Miss
Havisham’s Fire by Eastman alumnus Dominick
Argento '58E (PhD) for New York City Opera.

Rita taught her students with a sunny disposi-
tion and an ebullient smile that was not only figu-
rative, but a vital element of the vocal technique
that she cultivated with her devoted and success-
ful Eastman students. Many of them would move
to New York City after completing their degrees,
where she generously helped them with their ca-
reers whenever she could. One of the earliest of
these alums was tenor John McVeigh '93E, who
when not at Rita’s bedside during her illness this
fall, was rehearsing himself at the Met for seven
productions this season.

Every week for 25 school years, this command-
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ing but eminently practical diva found it worth
her while to rise at 5 a.m. on Tuesday mornings at
her home on the Upper West Side, deal with the
vagaries of the airlines and whatever the weath-
er threw her way, and teach a nearly full load of
voice majors before heading back to New York on
Thursday afternoons to coach professional sing-
ers on the weekend. I've known this about Rita
since I joined Eastman’s Department of Voice
and Opera in 1995; another soulmate of even
longer standing, Eisenhart Professor of Voice

COLORATURA: Shane’s signature role was the notoriously difficult
Queen of the Night in Mozart’s The Magic Flute.

Carol Webber, said that “Rita’s extraordinary
voice, truly one of a kind, was matched by her
warmth, generosity, and fierce loyalty” Rita loved
quality in all things—good singing, good scotch,
late night meals at Max or the Inn on Broadway,
which was her home away from home, and most-
ly, the well-deserved admiration of her students
and colleagues. She was a unique star among us,
dauntless, ageless, and unforgettable. @
—RUSSELL MILLER

Miller is the chair of the Department of Voice
and Opera at Eastman. A memorial concert for
Rita Shane will take place in Eastman’s Kilbourn
Hall at 2 p.m. Sunday, April 19.

Dale H. Goodfellow '57N,
September 2014

Robert K. Johnson '57M (MD),
October 2014

A. Donald Smith '57 (PhD),
October 2014

Margaret Thurston Wrisley '57,
October 2014

John E. Kampf '58,
October 2014

Edwin L. Alderman '59,
October 2014

James H. Taylor '59,
October 2014

Peter B. Heinrich '60,
October 2014

Eloise Jarvis '60E (PhD),
October 2014

Paul J. Olscamp '62 (PhD),
October 2014

David J. Statt '63, '65 (MS),
November 2014

Sandra Sue Quick Kuehn '65E (MM),
October 2014

Sylvia Bonavilla Schwartzman
‘66N, October 2014

Peter J. Knapp '67 (MA),
September 2014

Peter Dwyer 68,
November 2014

Douglas I. Quinney '68,
September 2014

Marlin D. Schutte '68 (MS),
October 2014

Tansukh G. Dorawala '69 (PhD),
October 2014
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