A Towering

Reunion

Fifty years ago, members of the Class of 1965 were among the first
Rochester students to live in a coed hall, one of many signs that social and
cultural changes were afoot—on campus and in the world around them.
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COURTESY OF SHARON CORNELL ROSE '65 (BEANIE)



By Scott Hauser

For the first two years of her life as a Rochester undergraduate, Gwen (Meltzer) Greene ’65 joined oth-
er women students late in the afternoon to wait for dinner in the Women’s Residence Halls. At the ap-
pointed time, the women took their seats for meals that were served family style. After dinner, the time
was their own, but the women—and only the women—had to be back in their dorm by 11 p.m. on week-
nights and by 1 a.m. on weekends.

When Greene and her classmates returned to campus for their junior year in September 1963, the
residential world of the River Campus was noticeably different. Greene moved into “the Towers,” a pair
of high-rise residence halls that had opened that summer. Restricted to upperclassmen in the Classes of
1964 and 1965, the dormitories represented an experiment in campus living that was new in American
college life—men and women were assigned to live on different floors in the same building.

Gone were the curfews and other parietal rules for the women in the Towers (although they remained
in effect for the Women’s Residence Halls), gone were many of the dinner rituals (the Towers complex
would include a new cafeteria-style dining hall), and disappearing quickly was the notion that young

CLASS TRADITIONS: When
members of the Class of 1965
returned for their sophomore
year (above), they were expected
to inculcate the incoming
freshman class in the ways of
campus life, such as the proper
etiquette for wearing beanies,
and other traditions.
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Astronaut John Glenn becomes the
first American to orbit the Earth.

The U.S. Supreme
Court rules that
it is unconstitutional

U.S. announces embargo
against Cuba.

The freshman Class of 1965
loses the annual flag rush
competition to the sophomore
Class of 1964.

More than 660
freshmen arrive
for Frosh Camp.

CAMPUS KEEPSAKES: Sharon
Cornell Rose ’65 has kept her
freshman beanie (page 40),
as well as a stuffed “U of R”
dachshund, and other
mementos of campus life.

people—and young women in particular—could not be empowered
to take a greater role in supervising themselves.

“Moving into the Towers, that was the defining thing for our class,”
Greene says as she prepares for her 50th reunion this fall.

Now a member of the University’s Board of Trustees, Greene says
it’s hard to describe the excitement that many students felt about
being part of such a moment. “It was defining for the whole coun-
try. It helped changed the whole residence hall structure of college.”

Such memories are on the minds of many members of the Class
0f 1965 as they look forward to returning to campus for reunion and
other activities during Meliora Weekend, October 8 to 11. As part of
a 50th reunion tradition, the reunion’s organizing committee asked
each member of the class to contribute brief summaries of their lives
since graduation as well as short accounts of their fondest campus
memories.

Celebrate Meliora Weekend

In addition to reunion celebrations for classes ending in '0’s and '5's,
Meliora Weekend, October 8 to 11, features homecoming, parents
weekend, and a program of presentations, talks, and activities for alumni,
students, faculty, parents, and friends. Learn more at the website,
Rochester.edu/melioraweekend.
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Bob Dylan releases his |tr(1) rictl)lljilcricphrsgg
debut album, Bob Dylan. P :
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Construction begins on the Hopeman
Building to accommodate growth in
engineering programs. The building would
be finished in 1963.

The Eastman Philharmonia returns in March from a
tour of Europe, the Middle East, and the Soviet Union,
a cultural exchange organized by the State Department.

According to some of those memories, the transition to coed living
made a deep impression, but for most, being on the River Campus
from the fall of 1961 to the spring of 1965 was excitement enough: it
was a time of making strong friendships, of immersion in often-rig-
orous academic opportunities, and of enjoying the camaraderie of
being among a group of smart and energetic young people.

There are memories of panty raids and beer blasts, fraternity par-
ties and Dandelion Day; there was Frosh Camp and Flag Rush. The
freshmen wore beanies and proudly put to memory a handful of
Rochester spirit songs.

But seeping into that narrative are inklings of political, social, and
cultural change in the world around them.

Some note the deepening cold war, prompted by the Bay of Pigs
invasion and the Cuban Missile Crisis. They remember the pall cast
over campus when John F. Kennedy was assassinated.

As the class members returned for senior year, they had witnessed
Freedom Summer, as well as violent race riots in Rochester, Los An-
geles, and elsewhere. And by the spring of 1965 some faculty and
students were organizing “teach-ins” and taking part in national
marches against the escalating war in Vietnam.

Campus life mirrored some of those tensions as well.

Some who were in NROTC write that they forged close friend-
ships and found support for their studies—but also recall increasing

ADAM FENSTER (DACHSHUND); EASTMAN SCHOOL OF MUSIC (EASTMAN PHILHARMONIA)



—— Marilyn Monroe is

The Cuban Missile Crisis
threatens to develop into
a nuclear confrontation
Rachel Carson’s Silent  between the U.S. and the
Spring is published. Soviet Union.

| —
|

found dead at age 36.

William Riker
joins the faculty
to lead the An IBM 7070—a “high-speed
Department of .o

" . computer system”—is formally
Political Science, . .

dedicated. Rochester is one

and Hayden . R
White is named of only five universities in the

. United States to have the state-
chair of the of-the-art computer.
Department of puter.
History.

actor.

A Rochester team, including members of the
Class of 1965, participates in finals of the
College Bowl quiz show.

antiwar sentiment making their experience at Rochester “caustic”
and “unpleasant.”’

The class also includes Bonnie Thornton Dill, one of the first
African-American women to live in a Rochester dorm. When Dill
was admitted, the administration sent letters to some of her wom-
en classmates, asking if they would be comfortable rooming with an
African American. Dill, now the dean of the College of Arts and Sci-
ences at the University of Maryland, notes that she made good friends
at Rochester and received a good education, but that being the only
African-American woman “was not something I’'d recommend to my
children or grandchildren nor is it something I would do again.”

“I think what all of it meant was that there was change in the air, and
people were just beginning to cope with it,” says Barbara Baer ’65, who
transferred to Rochester as a junior and moved into the Towers, where
she was elected to the first council that represented students there.

“Something was going on that was much deeper than just the day-
to-day of going to class,” says Baer, who majored in political science
before embarking on a career as a political strategist in New York
City. “It was really the beginning of the real revolution in the way
we think, act, and behave.”

By the early 1960s, colleges across the country were beginning to
recognize some of those changing dynamics. Indiana University is be-
lieved to have opened the first coeducational dorm in 1956, according
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Betty Friedan’s The Feminine
Mystique is published.

Co-Kast production
of Bye-Bye Birdie
includes Robert
Foster '64 as an
extra. Foster would
later change his
name to Forster
and become an
Oscar-nominated
film and television

NAACP field secretary Medgar
Evers is assassinated at his
home in Mississippi.
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The Natiunfll Music Council

USO SHOWS

THE

YELLOWJACKETS

from University of Rochesier, Rochester, N.Y.

The Yellowjackets a cappella group tours
Europe on a trip sponsored by the USO.

Rochester’s sixth president. Former
president and U.S. Army General Dwight
Eisenhower received an honorary degree.

to the Chicago Tribune, but at a time when many elite universities
had not yet become coeducational, the concept of men and women
living in a single building was slow to catch on.

At Rochester, administrators credited students with being “intel-
ligent young people, capable of mature judgment” who could handle
the new arrangement but were careful to assure alumni and parents
that the University was moving cautiously.

“It is only the confidence and pride in the judgment of Rochester
men and women that has permitted us to embark on this program,”
wrote Joseph Cole, dean of student affairs, in the September-October
1963 issue of Rochester Review.

“We recognize the Towers as experimental and we expect it will
be necessary to evaluate the program on the basis of experience. Not
all of the upperclass students can be accommodated in the Towers;
this insures the opportunity of choice for those students (and par-
ents) who feel that the Towers do not provide a living unit appropri-
ate for the needs of a given student.”

Today, the Towers are Anderson and Wilder Halls, the original
complex’s dining center is now the Sage Art Center, and a newly
opened dorm, O’Brien Hall, completes what is known as Jackson
Court. The Women’s Residence Halls is the coed Susan B. Anthony
Hall. And the idea of being assigned to live in a building based on sex
or of having a curfew would be as puzzling to students as the idea that
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President

John F. Kennedy
is assassinated
in Dallas.

Martin Luther King Jr. delivers his “I Have
a Dream” speech during the March on
Washington for Jobs and Freedom.

Church bombing in
Birmingham, Alabama,
kills four and injures 22.

U.S. Surgeon General
reports that smoking
may be a health risk.

Rochester becomes one of
many U.S. cities wracked by
race riots during the “long,
hot summer” of 1964.

The Beatles make their
U.S. television debut on
the Ed Sullivan Show.

President Lyndon

Johnson signs the Civil
Rights Act of 1964.

Center for Visual Science is established
as an interdisciplinary program bringing
together researchers from physics, optics,
psychology, engineering, and other fields.

'-!*‘..g audd E
Towers residence halls open as one of the first coed dorms in the
country. The buildings are designed so that groups of four to six
students live together in suites. Each floor is designated for men
or for women. Residence is limited to upperclassmen, and women
living there no longer have to follow the parietal rules enforced in the
Women’s Residence Halls (now Susan B. Anthony Hall).

students once had to wait in a common area to use a single phone.
Former Yellowjacket quarterback and Hall of Fame inductee
David Wormuth ’65 has watched campus change over several de-
cades, first as a member of the Class of 1965 who relinquished a
scholarship to play football at Syracuse in order to transfer to Roch-
ester, and later as associate director of admissions. Rochester always
had high expectations for its students, he says. “Rochester was quite
unique in being small, selective, and coed,” he says. Although thought

Diploma ceremonies are
introduced as part of com-
mencement exercises. Designed
as a complement to the main
ceremony, diploma ceremonies
allow each department to
recognize graduates.

Arthur May,
professor of history
and University
historian, retires.
(“The incredible
notion that this
year the First of
June would indeed
be the Last of May,”
noted Review.)

Ray Charles performs at the Palestra as
part of Fall Weekend.

to be slow to change, the University had a willingness to experiment,
as the transition to the Towers can attest. “I marvel at that. I thought
Rochester was a fairly conservative school at the time.”

Dick Rice 65 says that regardless of the impending social and po-
litical changes facing students, there was an excitement about being
at Rochester during the early 1960s.

“When you walked across campus, you looked someone in the eye
because you knew they were your friend,” says Rice, who in a career as a

Who’s Who on the Cover?

When members of the Class of 1965 take part in reunion this fall, they will see a lot of historical photos, including their
original senior class photos that appeared in the Interpres. The cover features a small snapshot of the class.

1. Richard Alrutz 10. Andrea Lazar Schloss 19. Barbara Baer 28. Paul Frommer

2. Marcia Wick Fishbach 11. Chris Wyser-Pratte 20. Tom Sloan 29. Tina Scott

3. Thomas Witmer 12. James Schloss 21. Bonnie Thornton Dill 30. Barbara Schultz Fowler
4, Marsha Levinson Harris  13. Gretchen Goeckel 22. Dave Wormuth 31. Robert Wayland-Smith
5. Richard Mengel 14. Tim Londergan 23. Penelope Dyk Carter 32. Sydne Weiner

6. Dennis Bowler 15. Gwen Meltzer Greene 24. Gretchen Ging Babcock  33. Rodney Burdette

7. Fred Meyer 16. Richard Rice 25. Timothy Butts 34. Melanie Lenard

8. Robert Kosakoski 17. Sharon Cornell Rose 26. Sheila Blumstein 35. Thomas Lehrer

9. George Ward 18. Jay Plotkin 27. Nancy Ehrich Martin 36. James Mullen
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Martin Luther Malcolm X is
Lyndon Johnson defeats ——— King Jr.is awarded  assassinated
Barry Goldwater in the the Nobel Peace in Harlem,
1964 presidential election. Prize. New York.

Gulf of Tonkin Resolution
authorizes use of military
force in Vietnam.

|

Use of tear gas and police dogs against
civil rights marchers in Selma, Alabama,
draws national outrage.

Social Security
Amendments of 1965
are signed into law,
More than 25,000 protesters establishing Medicaid
demonstrate in Washington, D.C.,  and Medicare.
against the Vietnam War.
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Ground is broken for the Nuclear Structure
Laboratory on what is now the South Campus.
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Howard Hanson retires as director of the Eastman
School of Music, ending a 40-year tenure.

consulting engineer worked on many of the buildings that have sprung
up on campus since 1965. “It reminds me of why the U of R is special.”

In many ways, the practicalities of the era—no cellphones, no
laptops, few cars—helped bring classmates together, he says. “We
recognized the importance of education, and we didn’t have the dis-
tractions that pull people away.”

Some of the class statistics attest to a focus on academics—
the class included Rhodes Scholar-winning physics student Tim
Londergan—as well as time for social engagement, personal friend-
ships, and a commitment to their alma mater.

Several have had prominent careers in academia, business, and
other fields. Of the more than 600 or so in the class, 32 married an-
other Rochester graduate. At least 26 children of the class eventu-
ally enrolled at Rochester.

In addition to Greene, two others—Tom Sloan and Sheila Blum-
stein—have served as current or former trustees.

Members of the class raised families—and are proud parents and
grandparents—served in the military, and volunteered in social, cul-
tural, and community organizations.

A French major, Greene moved to New York City after graduation
and eventually became a financial advisor for JP Morgan Securities.
On campus, she tried to take advantage of as many opportunities
as she could, volunteering to write the constitution for the Towers,
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New York senate candidate
Robert Kennedy visits campus.
He and President Lyndon
Johnson also make a campaign
stop in Rochester in October.
Former Vice President Richard
Nixon visits campus that fall

C.E.K. Mees
Observatory in
the Bristol Hills
is dedicated.
The facility is
administered by
the Department
of Physics and
Astronomy.

Tim Londergan
'65 is named a
Rhodes Scholar.
The physics major
from Wilmington,
Delaware, was
also captain of
the squash and
tennis teams.

Commencement ceremonies are held in
Fauver Stadium. James Perkins, president of
Cornell, addresses the graduates.

helping teach inner-city school children, and serving as an usher at
W. Allen Wallis’s inauguration as University president.

The society of the early 1960s put less pressure on students, she
says, giving them more time and space to explore. Since graduation,
she has mentored students interested in working on Wall Street and
has counseled students who were recipients of scholarships that she
has established. She has noticed that current students seem to be
much more aware of how to move ahead in their careers.

“For me, college was a time to learn who I was and get a greater
sense of self-confidence, and know that I was with a lot of smart
people,” she says. “It never would have occurred to me that I was
building a résumé.”

Baer says the sense of developing maturity and growingindependence
are important aspects of college life, then as now. Learning to navigate
the social and administrative nuances of a coed dormitory was part of
that, but so was finding the time to discover what you wanted out of life.

“The U of R really changed my life,” she says. “It’s important to
do well academically, and to find your passion. But the people you
meet, if you're lucky, can really shape part of what the rest of your
life will be. That kind of opportunity to exchange ideas, to talk, to
think, it doesn’t come often in the rest of your life. College is the one
time when you can really start to understand what the world is like.
1 think the U of R did that for me.” @
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