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Role of the University

URCUES - Grounded in the University’s partnership with East, CUES works to
expand opportunities to apply quality research-based solutions at East and to leverage
the knowledge gained at East to have greater reach in the revitalization of K-12 urban
education regionally, nationally, and globally. Thus, CUES is creating a model for urban
school improvement and a robust clearinghouse of research, practitioner guides, and

other artifacts to support urban schools and the challenges they face.

Urcues.org
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http://urcues.org/

Evolution of the Initiative

Determined by data analysis that attendance was a priority at
the EPO, underlying all other initiatives

Research Brief #1: Literature Review

Research to finding schools similar to East but with 90%
attendance or higher

School Visits

Research Brief #2
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Context

Pre-EPO (2014-2015)

Grade Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb March April
Grade 6
Grade 7 87% 87% 85% 82% 83% 81% 83% 84%
Grade 8 88% 86% 84% 80% 81% 80% 84% 86%
Grade 9 74% 74% 71% 67% 65% 65% 68% 69%

(new)

(continuing)

Grade 10 81% 79% 78% 76% 75% 73% 77% 77%
Grade 11 82% 82% 85% 84% 80% 80% 83% 81%
Grade 12 83% 82% 81% 79% 76% 75% 80% 80%
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Data analysis

EPO Year 1 (2015-2016)

Grade 6 57% 58% 57% 54% 95% 95% 54% 53%
Grade 7 96% 96% 535% 53% 92% 93% 91% 54%
Grade 8 S50% 28% S50% 29% 87% 87% 24% 25%
Grade 5 69% 76% 74% 72% 74% 75% 74% 76%
(new) 259% 259% 87% 23% 24% 36% 24% 25%
(continuing) 52% 61% 60% 55% 62% 61% 61% 62%
Grade 10 20% 82% 82% 20% 20% 20% 81% 82%
Grade 11 27% 28% 29% 25% 25% 26% 24% 25%
Grade 12 24% 23% 23% 79% 20% 20% 20% 21%




Evolution of the Initiative

Determined by data analysis that attendance was a priority at the
EPO, underlying all other initiatives

Research Brief #1: Literature Review

Research to finding schools similar to East but with 90%
attendance or higher

School Visits

Research Brief #2
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What do we know about
who is absent most?

* Both race and poverty are predictors of absenteeism; Pacific
Islander and American Indian, Black, and Latinx students have

the highest rates of absenteeism (Wood, 2007).

* Absenteeism is a pressing issue in urban schools and more
severe in larger schools than smaller ones (Sheldon & Epstein, 2004).
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ENROLLMENT BY ETHNICITY
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What do we know about why
students are absent?

* Inhospitable school culture, “to avoid bullying, unsafe

conditions, harassment and embarrassment” (Balfanz and Byrnes,
2012)

e Student mobility (Parke & Kanyongo, 2012)

* |liness, family responsibilities, limited transportation, and a

perception of school as unnecessary or invaluable (Balfanz &
Byrnes, 2012; DOE 2016).
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What do we kRnow about
absenteeism & student outcomes?

 Low achievement in urban districts (Duran-Narucki, 2008; Parke &
Kanyongo,2012; Roby, 2004; Steward, Steward, Blair, Jo, & Hill, 2008).

* Low performance on state assessments (Roby, 2011).

* Less likely to read at grade level by third grade (DOE, 2016).

* Four times more likely to drop out of high school compared to their

peers who were reading on grade level in third grade (Epstein & Sheldon,
2002; Sheldon & Epstein, 2004).

* Students are more likely to be absent in secondary school if they were
absent chronically in elementary school (Wood, 2007).
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What do we know about
approaches that work?

Engaging school environment

Commitment to attendance that involves frequent, regular, personal contact
with parents and families

Programs to address and improve attendance

Systems and practices that measure and improve record-keeping and logistics

(Marsh, 2016)
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Attendance Practices That Work: What Hescarch Says, What Practitioners Say
Research Hried | urcues.org
Writicn by Walcric L. Mazsh, PR
Docomber 2006

Rince the beginring of compulsary education in this country, ahsentecism has been an issoe, ane
that many educators identify as the most persistent problem schools face (Dougherty, 1995), Yet,
it wasn't urntil this wear that the U.S, Department of Education (2016) released “'Chronic
Absentesism in the Nation™s Schools: An Unprecedented Look at @ Hidden Edacational Crsis,”
sigrifying & shift im awareress of chronic absemteeism as a serious problem. Accarding to the
report, based om the 2013-2014 Civil Rights Data Collection: survey of 95,000 schools across the
nation, more than & million studerts are missicg 15 days or more of school a year, the defining
criteria of chronic absenteeism. These 15 days are the eguivalerd of missing three weeks of
school; the & million students equate to 14 percent of the 1.5, student populalion, approximately
are out of every seven studends. Chronic absentesism is differert from frinancy or daily average
atferdance — the mare common measures in our cation’s schools (Balfznz|& Byrnes, 2012; U,
Department of Edecation [DOE], 2016). Unlike éaily average attendarce, whick measures how
many stadents shaow up or o specific day, or truancy, which is o measare of wnexcused absences,
chromic absenteeism identifies individual stodents who are regularly missing sigrificant numbers
af school days. With the signing of President (fama’s 2015 Svery Student Succeeds Act, schonls
now need to skift to @ measure of chroric ahsentecism in order 1o be in compliance. Many
Believe this is a good thing, as following absentecism by student is o more specific and usefal
data point to properly address school aterdance and the myriad risk factors tied to absenteeism.

Whao Is Absent Most?

Bath race ard poverty are predictors of absenteeism; Pocific Islander and American Indian,
Black, and Latina/e studerts have the highest rates of absenteeism. English Language Leamers
{ELL) and children wiih disabilities are 2lso more likely than their peers to be chronically ahsent.
Paverty, often fied to minornty siatus, is also indicative of greaber risk of missing schoal
sigrificar percentages [Wood, 2007). And since urban schools comprise more miroty and
lowe-income studenis of color, we know that abserdeeism s a pressing issue in urban schools, and
maore severe in larger schools than smaller ores (Sheldor & Epstein, 2004].

Why Kids Arc Missing School
Students miss schoal for various reasons and for stodents who are members of racial and ethnic
mirorities, ELL, studenis with disabilities, and stucents who live in poverty, those reasons



http://urcues.org/

Evolution of the Initiative

Determined by data analysis that attendance was a priority at the
EPO, underlying all other initiatives

Research Brief #1: Literature Review

Research to finding schools similar to East but with 90%
attendance or higher

School Visits

Research Brief #2
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|dentifying Exemplar Schools

“ Minority | Graduation | Attendance

Bronx Latin Bronx 549 6-12 94% 99% 89% 91%
Mott HaII VvV Bronx 662 6-12 88% 99% 80% 91%

COITELGL S Poughkeepsie 1137 9-12 84% 89% 58% 93%
HS

Roosevelt Early Yonkers 831 9-12 86% 89% 71% 91%
College Studies

East Rochester 1592 7-12 92% 92% 45% 79%
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Evolution of the Initiative
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What We've Noticed

Attendance Up Close: Reflecting on School Visits (Marsh,
Meier, Festenstein, & Nelms, 2017)

* Engaging School Environment — relationships, culture

e Commitment to Attendance Involving Personal
Contact with Parents & Families

e Commitment to Improve Attendance through
Programs & Systems

 Record Keeping & Logistics
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Evolution of the Initiative

Determined by data analysis that attendance was a priority at the
EPO, underlying all other initiatives

Research Brief #1: Literature Review

Research to finding schools similar to East but with 90%
attendance or higher

School Visits

Brief #2
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What We Did with
What We Found

Attendance Protocols - Research-Practice Comparison
Document

Outcomes
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Data Tracking

Attendance Tracker at East by Marking Period



https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oivLZQ5Bd9zJil8ODiwexiJDxlR3ZA3VLdCUoqZV5is/edit?pli=1#gid=298314885

Current Attendance Data

EPO Year 3 (2017-2018) (Same chart from previous page; included here for easy comparison with charts above)

Grade Sept Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb Mar Apr
Grade 6 952% 93% 91% 287% 29% 88% 52% S50%
Grade 7 53% 595% 93% 24% 91% 859% 51% 51%
Grade 8 91% 93% 50% 24% 50% 88% 29% 51%
Grade 9 287% 26% 86% 23% 81% 80% 21% 86%

Grade 9 [new) S0% 91% S0% 87% 26% 85% 86% 30%
Grade 9 [continuing) 73% 65% 67% 60% 59% 58% 56% 63%
Grade 10 26% 26% 87% 25% 82% 82% 85% 87%
Grade 11 29% 87% 88% 23% 85% 84% 85% 26%
Grade 12 24% 82% 82% 77% 77% 75% 77% 20%




Attendance Trends at East

All grade levels in all months
during the 2017-2018 school year
demonstrate higher attendance
than all grade levels in all months
in the pre-EPO 2014-2015 school

year



Discussion

Small group
Discuss challenges in your schools
What problem would you want to tackle?

How could you envision a partnership of theory and
practice?
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Take-aways

Implications for your own work.
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