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Role of the University
URCUES - Grounded in the University’s partnership with East, CUES works to 

expand opportunities to apply quality research-based solutions at East and to leverage 
the knowledge gained at East to have greater reach in the revitalization of K-12 urban 
education regionally, nationally, and globally. Thus, CUES is creating a model for urban 
school improvement and a robust clearinghouse of research, practitioner guides, and 
other artifacts to support urban schools and the challenges they face.

urcues.org

http://urcues.org/
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Evolution of the Initiative
Determined by data analysis that attendance was a priority at 
the EPO, underlying all other initiatives

Research Brief #1: Literature Review

Research to finding schools similar to East but with 90% 
attendance or higher

School Visits

Research Brief #2
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Context
East’s Attendance (2014)



Data analysis
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What do we know about 
who is absent most?

• Both race and poverty are predictors of absenteeism; Pacific 
Islander and American Indian, Black, and Latinx students have 
the highest rates of absenteeism (Wood, 2007). 

• Absenteeism is a pressing issue in urban schools and more 
severe in larger schools than smaller ones (Sheldon & Epstein, 2004). 
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What do we know about why
students are absent?

• Inhospitable school culture, “to avoid bullying, unsafe 
conditions, harassment and embarrassment” (Balfanz and Byrnes, 

2012)

• Student mobility (Parke & Kanyongo, 2012) 

• Illness, family responsibilities, limited transportation, and a 
perception of school as unnecessary or invaluable (Balfanz & 

Byrnes, 2012; DOE 2016). 
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What do we know about 
absenteeism & student outcomes?
• Low achievement in urban districts (Durán-Narucki, 2008; Parke & 

Kanyongo,2012; Roby, 2004; Steward, Steward, Blair, Jo, & Hill, 2008).

• Low performance on state assessments (Roby, 2011).

• Less likely to read at grade level by third grade (DOE, 2016).

• Four times more likely to drop out of high school compared to their 
peers who were reading on grade level in third grade (Epstein & Sheldon, 
2002; Sheldon & Epstein, 2004). 

• Students are more likely to be absent in secondary school if they were 
absent chronically in elementary school (Wood, 2007). 
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What do we know about 
approaches that work?

• Engaging school environment

• Commitment to attendance that involves frequent, regular, personal contact 
with parents and families

• Programs to address and improve attendance

• Systems and practices that measure and improve record-keeping and logistics

(Marsh, 2016)



Attendance 
Brief #1
Available at urcues.org

http://urcues.org/
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Identifying Exemplar Schools
School City Enrolled Grades Low SES Minority Graduation Attendance

Bronx Latin Bronx 549 6-12 94% 99% 89% 91%

Mott Hall V Bronx 662 6-12 88% 99% 80% 91%

Poughkeepsie 
HS

Poughkeepsie 1137 9-12 84% 89% 58% 93%

Roosevelt Early 
College Studies

Yonkers 831 9-12 86% 89% 71% 91%

East Rochester 1592 7-12 92% 92% 45% 79%
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What We’ve Noticed
Attendance Up Close: Reflecting on School Visits (Marsh, 
Meier, Festenstein, & Nelms, 2017)

• Engaging School Environment – relationships, culture
• Commitment to Attendance Involving Personal 

Contact with Parents & Families
• Commitment to Improve Attendance through 

Programs & Systems
• Record Keeping & Logistics
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What We’ve Noticed
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Attendance 
Brief #2
Available at urcues.org
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What We Did with 
What We Found

Attendance Protocols  - Research-Practice Comparison 
Document

Outcomes



Data Tracking

Attendance Tracker at East by Marking Period

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oivLZQ5Bd9zJil8ODiwexiJDxlR3ZA3VLdCUoqZV5is/edit?pli=1#gid=298314885


Current Attendance Data



Attendance Trends at East

All grade levels in all months 
during the 2017-2018 school year 
demonstrate higher attendance 
than all grade levels in all months 
in the pre-EPO 2014-2015 school 
year
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Discussion
Small group

Discuss challenges in your schools

What problem would you want to tackle?

How could you envision a partnership of theory and 
practice?
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Take-aways
Implications for your own work.


