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ELICITING PRIOR KNOWLEDGE in remote/online settings 
REFLECTIVE JOURNAL 

Keeping track of your decisions and their outcomes will help you get better at this practice. 
Fill the form below each time you use this practice, then review all your notes to notice patterns. 

EXAMPLE: 

Entry (date/context/lesson): (7/01/20) PD on “Leveraging online technologies for K-12 
remote teaching” 

Brief description (including prompt used): As part of a preliminary assignment using Padlet, 
ask participants to “Share a memorable story about your experience teaching remotely during 
the COVID-19 pandemic”  

Key decisions made (mark all those that apply): 

WHEN: 
• X Prior to a task 

• At the beginning of a task (as part 
of the task itself) 

Level of PRIVACY: 
• X Public (shared with the class) 

• Private (shared only with 
instructor)  

• Anonymous 

• Not shared  

RECORDS created: 

• X Individual 

• Collective (class) 

• None 
 

What worked/didn’t work and why: Almost everyone did share a story, and it really helped 
me identify, in an indirect yet powerful way, what individual participants experienced as key 
challenges and opportunities of remote teaching – so I could keep those into consideration  

What you may want to do differently next time: Make it part of online introductions 

 

Entry (date/context/lesson): 

Brief description (including prompt used): 

 

Key decisions made (mark all those that apply): 

WHEN: 
• Prior to a task 

• At the beginning of a task (as part 
of the task itself) 

Level of PRIVACY: 
• Public (shared with the class) 

• Private (shared only with 
instructor)  

• Anonymous 

• Not shared  

RECORDS created: 
• Individual 

• Collective (class) 

• None 
 

What worked/didn’t work and why: 
 
What you may want to do differently next time:  
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Entry (date/context/lesson): 

Brief description (including prompt used): 

 

 

Key decisions made (mark all those that apply): 

WHEN: 
• Prior to a task 

• At the beginning of a task (as part 
of the task itself) 

Level of PRIVACY: 
• Public (shared with the class) 

• Private (shared only with 
instructor)  

• Anonymous 

• Not shared  

RECORDS created: 
• Individual 

• Collective (class)  

• None 

 

 
What worked/didn’t work and why: 
 
 
What you may want to do differently next time:  
 

 

Entry (date/context/lesson): 

Brief description (including prompt used): 

 

 

Key decisions made (mark all those that apply): 

WHEN: 
• Prior to a task 

• At the beginning of a task (as part 
of the task itself) 

Level of PRIVACY: 
• Public (shared with the class) 

• Private (shared only with 
instructor)  

• Anonymous 

• Not shared  

RECORDS created: 
• Individual 

• Collective (class) 

• None 
 

 
What worked/didn’t work and why: 
 
 
What you may want to do differently next time:  
 

(Keep copying this form as many times as needed) 

Overall comments/ observations: 
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