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PSRB Zoom Meeting 
December 14, 2020 

 
Present: Burns, Matthew 

Bones, Robert 
  Crawford, Holly 
  Kodzas, Ela 

Gallucci, Kathleen 
  Gibson, Thomas 
  Palermo, Elizabeth 

Parrinello, Kathy 
  Price, Francis 
  Ramirez-Fernandez, Mercedes 
   
Absent: Fragassi, Christopher  

Gorka, Justyna 
   
Guests:  Fischer, Mark (Chief) 
 
Staffed by: Crummins, Richard 
Scribe: Rohring, Michelle 
 
 
1. Administrative Updates 
 
The group approved the June meeting minutes.  
 
2. DPS Updates 
 
Chief Fischer described two pepper gel incidents and one, armed response. 
 
On December 3rd armed officers responded to the Eastman Theatre when the cleaning 
crew reported broken windows at the entrance. A sergeant did a full building search and 
called for an armed officer for backup. Within minutes another officer was able to use 
camera to see a person take off a shoe, break the window and depart. The building was 
secured, and the armed officer left. 
 
On December 6th, officers were called for a mental health patient who was throwing 
items and had picked up a pair of scissors while taking a fighting stance with medical 
staff. The patient stated he was going to go home, which he was not cleared to do, and 
threatened to punch one of the officers in the face. The officers used pepper gel after 
trying to verbally deescalate the situation. The patient was stopped and placed in 
restraints on the bed. There were no injuries to the patient, staff, or officers. 
 
On December 7th, a mental health patient who was out of restraints picked up chair and 
threatened to break it on a nurse. The officer ordered the patient to put down the chair 
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and deployed pepper gel when he did not do so, and the patient released the chair. The 
patient was restrained in bed and there were no injuries. Later, the nurse involved came 
to thank Chief Fischer for the assistance of his officers as she was certain the situation 
would be resulted in injuries. The same patient later punched two officers, one with 
lacerations to the nose. He was restrained without force. 
 
When a member asked about the process for officers who are injured Chief Fischer 
advised that the officers typically choose not to prosecute as these are usually mental 
health issues and the injuries are not significant enough to go through that process. 
Most of the time the incidents are harassment or a low-grade misdemeanor.  
 
Chief Fischer left the meeting 
 
3. Reimagined PSRB 
 
There was continued discussion of the reimagine proposal and the PSRB agreed to 
hold further discussion in January 


