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february 16 - 22

recyclemania week 3: 
energy conservation

february 20

national science 
foundation research 
proposals due

february 21

basketball game day 
recycling challenge
8:00 p.m.
goergen athletic center, 
palestra
free

february 23 - 
march 1 

recyclemania week 4: 
agriculture

february 28

planting the seeds for a 
healthier tomorrow
11:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m.
wilson commons
free

UPCOMING EVENTS

Julia Sklar ‘14 • Editor

for information about the 
newsletter, please contact:
julia.sklar@rochester.edu

On Jan. 19, the University 
of Rochester began its sixth 
annual run of participating in 
the national recycling compe-
tition, RecycleMania Tourna-
ment. 

The competition is open 
to  colleges and universities 
across the United States and 
Canada, and is meant to serve 
as encouragement to bolster 
activity for campus recycling 
programs. There are several 
ways in which schools can 
participate, but UR has 
always entered 
the Compe-
tition Divi-
sion, mean-
ing that the 
university 
is ranked 
in com-
parison 
to other 
par t ic i -
p a t i n g 
universities 
in terms of 
success during the competi-
tion.  

Although the official com-
petition kicked off in mid-
January, the first two weeks 
of participation were used for 
practice, in order to ensure 
that data tracking and event 
planning go smoothly. The 
actual data collection began 
on Feb. 2 and will continue 

for eight weeks. 
  Despite not placing in the 

competition, last year’s par-
ticipation set the bar quite 
high for this year: The school 
prevented the equivalent of 
1,190 metric tons of CO2 
from entering the atmosphere 
through its recycling efforts 
just during RecycleMania.

The prize categories in 
which a partici-
pa t ing 

uni-
v e r s i t y 

can place are 
Grand Champion, for the best 
recycling rate as a percentage 
of total waste generation; Per 
Capita Classic, which recog-
nizes the school with the larg-
est amount of recycled paper; 
Waste Minimization, which 
goes to the school with the 
least amount of solid waste 
per person; Gorilla Prize, for 
the largest weight of recycled 

paper, carboard, bottles, and 
cans, regardless of school 
population; and, lastly, Tar-
geted Materials, which goes 
to the school that weighs in 
with the highest gross ton-
nage of recycled paper, cor-
rugated cardboard, bottles, 
cans, food, and electronics.   

UR’s participation in this 
event is largely student-driv-

en. The RecycleMa-
nia Planning 

Committee is 
comprised of 
Team Green 
interns and 
the student 

group Grass-
roots, while 

eight other groups 
are co-sponsor-
ing, including 

GreenSpace, UR 
Microfarm, and 

EcoReps. 
 In order to generate 

support for the competition, 
the eight-week run is rife 
with campus events open to 
the community. Each week’s 
events comes with a different 
theme. Some highlights will 
include a basketball game day 
recycling challenge at 8 p.m. 
on Feb. 21, during energy 
conservation week, and plas-
tic water bottle crafting dur-
ing get creative week, starting 
Mar. 2. 

National Recyclemania competition off 
and running for the sixth year in a row

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

courtesy of recyclemaniacs.org



contacts & 
resourses 

facilities: 
the green Dandelion 

dining services: 
Team Green 

sa student 
sustainability 
coordinator: 
michael silverstein

the environmental 
sustainability ucis: 
leila nadir &
Daniel reichman 

council on 
sustainability: 
Karen Berger &
cam schauf 

sustainability within 
the community: 
center for 
environmental 
information &
environmentrochester.com 

evironmental&energy 
(e&e) publishing, llc: 
(e&e) is the leading source 
for comprehensive, daily 
coverage of environmental 
and energy policy and 
markets

“SUSTAINABILITY : 
meeting the needs 
of the present with-
out compromising 
the ability of future 
generations to meet 

their own needs. 
—uniteD 
nations
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UR snags award for green cleaning practices
SUSTAINABILITY SPOTLIGHT 

UR’s River Campus and 
School of Medicine and Den-
tistry have been awarded the 
Green Cleaning Award in rec-
ognition of their sustainable 
cleaning practices. 

On both campuses, waste 
removal is done through trio 
bins, which have compart-
ments for paper and carboard; 
plastics, metal, and glass; 

and trash. Also present on 
both campuses are specially 
trained staff, called Environ-
mental Service Workers, who 
use non-aerosolized cleaners 
that are also Green Seal-cer-
tified, EcoLogo-approved, or 
that meet minimum volatile 
organic compound levels. 

The River Campus is 
known for the addition of 

biodegradable feminine hy-
giene disposal bags, called 
the Scensibles System, which 
stop these products from be-
ing flushed. 

Many of these practices 
have been instituted overtime 
at the behest of the University 
Council on Environmental 
Sustainability, which was es-
tablished in 2007. 

university of rochester environmental service workers stand in the school of medicine and dentistry, which, 
along with the river campus, was awarded the green cleaning award for its sustainable cleaning practices. 

courtesy of asumag.com

NSF seeking research proposals
SUSTAINABILe OPPOrTUNITIeS 

Join Climate 
Action Lab   The National Science 

Foundation is looking for 
research proposals to be 
submitted to the Division of 
Chemical, Bioengineering, 
Environmental, and Trans-
port Systems by Feb. 20. 
   The research should tackle 
an area of engineering that 
would enhance human well-
being, while also sustaining 
environmental systems and 
economic conditions. 
   The four areas of research 
that are supported include 
industrial ecology, which 

might model life cycle as-
sessments or materials flow 
analysis; green engineer-
ing, which could focus on 
sustainable manufacuring 
processes; ecological en-
gineering, which could in-
clude stream restoration in 
urban areas; and lastly, earth 
systems engineering, which 
would look at global con-
cerns, such as green house 
gas emissions.
   Award funding averages 
around $100,000 and lasts 
one to three years.  

   SustainUS is looking for 
spring and summer fellows 
to join the new sustainable 
advocacy group, Climate 
Action Lab, in Washington, 
D.C. 
   Fellows receive housing 
and meals, shared with each 
other, and a modest travel 
and living stipend. This is in 
exchange for running a cam-
paign to bolster political sup-
port for global climate action 
and a reduction in US emis-
sions.  


