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april 20

EarthFEst 2014: lakE on-
tario clEan up, swim, and 
hikE
12 - 4 p.m.
free

EarthFEst 2014: scrEEning 
oF wall-E
6:30 p.m.
gleason theatre 
free

april 21 - 24 

local Foods wEEk 
all day
Danforth Dining center, 
Douglass Dining center, 
anD the meliora 
prices vary by location

april 22

Earth day, silEnt Earth 
vigil 
12 - 2 p.m. 
peDestrian briDge, high 
falls
free

UPCOMING EVENTS

Julia Sklar ‘14 • Editor

for information about the 
newsletter, please contact:
julia.sklar@rochester.edu

This year, senior Sara 
Ribakove established a UR 
chapter of the national or-
ganization, Food Recovery 
Network to both cut down 
on food waste produced on 
campus and to give back to 
the local community. The 
chapter garnered official 
Students’ Association (SA) 
recognition in February 
and has been picking up 
speed  ever since, boast-
ing 35 regular members 
and 800 pounds of donated 
food to date. 

Ribakove conceived of 
the idea for a UR chap-
ter fo the Food Recovery 
Network in August, and 
received preliminary sta-
tus for the club in Octo-
ber. This allowed them to 
function semi-regularly to 
prove that their mission 
was efficacious in order to 
later receive SA funding.

Food Recovery Net-
work works primarily with 
Douglass Dining Center 
and Starbucks to collect 
unused food that would 
otherwise be thrown away, 
donating it to the Roches-
ter food shelter St. Peter’s 
Soup Kitchen. Members 
of the club spend Wednes-
days collecting inventory 
and weighing leftover food 

in these campus dining lo-
cations, and on Thursdays 
delivery it to the soup 
kitchen. 

“It’s really rewarding 
to get to know the com-
munity better and I really 
enjoy getting to bring new 
members there,” says Rib-
akove. “The visitors don’t 
know where their next 
meal is coming from, and 
there is no one who doesn’t 
say, ‘have a blessed day.’ 
They are some of the most 
thankful people.”

The Food Recovery Net-
work’s efforts are not only 
beneficial to addressing 
hunger in the local com-

munity, but also have large 
implications for changing 
food waste habits on cam-
pus. By tabulating leftover 
food each week, the club 
can keep track of what 
food products UR is over 
ordering. Dining Services 
ultimately uses this data 
to asses where cutbacks 
can be made, reducing the 
overall food waste gener-
ated on campus. 

“The most important as-
pect in terms of sustain-
ability is to make what you 
need and not create waste,” 
says Ribakove. “The next 
step is to donate. The last 
step is to compost.” 

New club simultaneously highlights com-
munity service and sustainability efforts 

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS

Food recovery network at ur has only had sa recognition since Febru-
ary, yet already boasts 35 members and 800 pounds of recovered food. 

courtesy of fooDrecoverynetwork.org



contacts & 
rEsoursEs 

FacilitiEs: 
the green Dandelion 

dining sErvicEs: 
team green 

sa studEnt 
sustainability 
coordinator: 
michael silverstein

thE EnvironmEntal 
sustainability ucis: 
leila nadir &
Daniel reichman 

council on 
sustainability: 
karen berger &
cam schauf 

sustainability within 
thE community: 
center for 
environmental 
information &
environmentrochester.com 

EvironmEntal&EnErgy 
(E&E) publishing, llc: 
(e&e) is the leading source 
for comprehensive, daily 
coverage of environmental 
and energy policy and 
markets

“SUSTAINABILITY : 
meeting the needs 
of the present with-
out compromising 
the ability of future 
generations to meet 

their own needs. 
—uniteD 
nations
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A guide to local Earth Day festivities 
SUSTAINABILITY SPOTLIGHT 

As Earth Day 2014 ap-
proaches, the campus and 
local communities have 
much in the way of fun and 
educational events to offer, 
from performances to con-
ferences. The first Earth Day 
was celebrated in 1970 on a 
small scale, but since then 
the holiday, which is held 
annually on April 22, is cel-
ebrated in 192 countries. The 
campus headliner for Earth 
Day festivities is Grassroots’ 
annual EarthFest event. 

Friday, April 18: Earth-
Fest 2014 Tree Tour

From 3 - 4 p.m., 
students and com-
munity members 
can take a tour 
of UR’s trees 
and current 
tree- plant-
ing efforts; 
the tour will 
leave from 
the steps of 
Wilson Com-
mons. 

Earlier this 
April, UR was 
named an Arbort Day 
Foundation Tree Campus 
USA for the fourth year in 
a row. The River Campus 
is home to more than 1,400 
trees of 116 different spe-
cies. 

Saturday, April 19: 
EarthFest 2014 Student 
Performances

In Hirst Lounge from 1 - 
4 p.m. student groups No 
Jackets Required, Parallax, 
Radiance, and Ethan Lipkin 
will perform. T-shirt dying 
will simultaneously occur 
outside on the Wilson Com-
mons porch, with free food 

from Chris Hartman’s Good 
Food Collective, and sus-
tainable prizes from Weg-
mans, Chipotle, and One 
World Goods. A sustainabil-
ity awareness wall will also 
be featured outside Star-
bucks. 

Sunday, April 20: Earth-
Fest 2014 Lake Ontario 
Clean Up

Come help clean up Lake 
Ontario just in time for the 
spring season. Participants 

can then swim and hike in 
the area from 12 - 4 p.m. 
Email jpost3@u.rochester.
edu to sign up. 

Sunday, April 20: Earth-
Fest 2014 Movie Night

To wrap up EarthFest 
weekend, there will be a 
showing of Wall-E in Glea-
son Theatre at 6:30 p.m. co-
sponsored by GreenSpace, 
Engineers for a Sustain-
able World, SAVVY and 
EcoReps.

Monday, April 21 - 

Thursday, April 24: Local 
Foods Week

For the second time this 
year, UR Dining Services 
will feature local vendors 
in dining hall offerings. 
Douglass Dining Center will 
feature Meatless Mondays, 
Danforth Dining Center will 
hold an Earth Day lunch, and 
on Wednesday there will be 
a beer-paired dinner at The 
Meliora. 

Local vendors will also 
be in campus dining halls 
and coffee shops throughout 

the week displaying and 
offering samples of 

their products.
Tuesday, April 
22: New York 
State Pollution 
Prevention In-
stitute’s Earth 
Day Event

 From 9 a.m. 
- 12 p.m. the 
NYSP2I will 

host an educa-
tional event for 

all ages, featuring 
a student poster ex-

hibition. The event will 
take place at RIT’s LEED 
certified Galisano Institute 
for Sustainability. 

Tuesday, April 22: Earth 
Day, Earth Vigil

The Rochester Zen Center 
and Earth Vigil are sponsor-
ing a silent demonstration 
from 12 - 2 p.m. at the pe-
destrian bridge in High Falls 
to raise awareness that the 
Gnesee River remains one 
of the most poluted bod-
ies of water in the United 
States. All are welcome, 
even those who don’t regu-
larly meditate.

courtesy of blogonair.org


