
UR GREEN NEWS
Sunday, march 23, 2014
volume 3 • issue 8

The universiTy of rochesTer’s biweekly susTainabiliTy newsleTTer 

march 23 - 29

recyclemania week 8

march 26

mt. trashmore  
(sponsored by 
grassroots)
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.
outside wilson commons
free

march 28

recyclemania finale fair
12 - 2 p.m.
hirst lounge, wilson 
commons
free

april 4

movie showing: oil & 
power in the ecuadorian 
amazon
4 - 6:30 p.m.
lander auditorium 
free

UPCOMING EVENTS

Julia Sklar ‘14 • Editor

for information about the 
newsletter, please contact:
julia.sklar@rochester.edu

This week marks the end of 
the week seven in the eight-
week-long recycling compe-
tition, Recyclemania.  While 
official results for the Univer-
sity’s participation won’t be 
available for several weeks 
after the competition closes, 
the Sustainability@Rochester 
homepage features embedded 
widgets that display, unof-
ficially, how the University 
is fairing so far. The data are 
current up through the fifth 
week.

So far, the highest scoring 
objective in this year’s com-
petition is for paper recycling. 
UR ranks third out of 215 uni-
versities also participating in 
this aspect of the competition. 
This ranking is derived from 
the fact that a little more than 
10.4 pounds 
of paper per 
participating 
person have 
been recycled 
so far. 

This rank-
ing, however, 
is just one 
variable that 
factors into 
many prize 
c a t e g o r i e s . 
UR is entered 
in the Grand 
C h a m p i o n , 
Gorilla, and 

Per Capita Classic categories, 
which measure recycling rate 
as a percentage of total waste; 
highest weight of recycled 
paper, cardboard, bottles and 
cans combined, independent 
of school size; and greatest 
amount of recycled paper, re-
spectively.  

Of the three, UR accord-
ingly ranks highest in the Per 
Capita Classic Prize, coming 
in at 14 out of 364 schools. 
In the Grand Champion and 
Gorilla categories, where fac-
tors other than a high paper 
recycling rate are relevant, 
the University does not rank 
quite as high; UR is 94 out of 
248 in the Grand Champion 
category and 21 out of 368 
for the Gorilla category. 

The widget, along with 
displaying live rankings in 
the prize and subcategories, 
also translates the data into 
the real-world effect of UR’s 
recycling efforts during this 
competition alone. 

The reduction in greenhouse 
gas emissions is 913 metric 
tons of CO2, symbollically 
equivalent to removing 179 
cars from the road, or negat-
ing the energy consumption 
of 79 households.

As of week five, the over-
all, cumulative recycling rate 
of 31.72 percent was already 
higher than last year's end 
game rate of 30.7 percent. 

“So far, we are doing pretty 
good!” says Recycling Coor-
dinator Amy Kadrie. 

In its next to last week, results from 
Recyclemania begin to take shape

CAMPUS HIGHLIGHTS
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contacts & 
resourses 

Facilities: 
the green dandelion 

dining services: 
team green 

sa student 
sustainability 
coordinator: 
michael silverstein

the environmental 
sustainability ucis: 
leila nadir &
daniel reichman 

council on 
sustainability: 
Karen Berger &
cam schauf 

sustainability within 
the community: 
center for 
environmental 
information &
environmentrochester.com 

evironmental&energy 
(e&e) publishing, llc: 
(e&e) is the leading source 
for comprehensive, daily 
coverage of environmental 
and energy policy and 
markets

“SUSTAINABILITY : 
meeting the needs 
of the present with-
out compromising 
the ability of future 
generations to meet 

their own needs. 
—united 
nations
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UR owns fleet of alternative energy vehicles
SUSTAINABILITY SPOTLIGHT 

In keeping with a 2009 
University-wide policy to 
increase use of alternative 
fuel vehicles, UR is in pos-
session of a small fleet of 
Global Electric Motorcars 
(GEM cars). Chrysler Cor-
poration donated eight two-
passenger cars and four 
four-passenger cars in 2003, 
and the University added a 

thirteenth car in 2005.
The presence of these ve-

hicles on campus helped 
establish a precedent that 
the 2009 policy reinforced. 
The University now owns 
several more alternative 
energy vehicles, includ-
ing seven hybrid cars, four 
Segways,  and one elec-
tric Mail Services delivery 

vehicle, in addition to 14 
GEM cars.

Many different depart-
ments across campus uti-
lize GEM cars in particular, 
such as University Facili-
ties and Services, Support 
Operations, Central Utili-
ties, Parking, and Campus 
Planning, Design, and Con-
struction Management. 

the university of rochester is in possession of 14 global electric motorcars (gem cars) that departments 
such as university Facilities and services, support operations, and construction management can utilize. 

courtesy of theautochannel.com

University Facilities and Services looking to 
fill fall 2014 student employment positions

SUSTAINABILe OPPOrTUNITIeS 

   University Facilities and 
Services is offering two 
student jobs next semester, 
working with the Recycling 
Coordinator. 
   The first position, Sus-
tainability Marketing In-
tern, will design material 
to advertise recycling and 
sustainability projects, pro-
grams, and events. The in-
tern will also assist in coor-
dinating RecycleMania and 
Earth Day.  The candidate 

should be skilled in graph-
ic design, using the Adobe 
Creative Suite.
   The second available 
position is the Sustain-
ability Writing Intern, 
who will primarily focus 
on Go Green! articles that 
are published bi-weekly in 
campus news outlets. The 
candidate must be skilled 
with research, interviews, 
and adhering to deadlines. 
   The ideal candidate 

should have journalistic 
writing experience, and 
strong grammatical skills. 
   Professor Randall Cur-
ran, Department of Phi-
losophy, is also offering a 
position for a sustainabili-
ty research intern this sum-
mer.   Applicants can email 
Fazeelah Chappell (fchap-
pell@facilities.rochester.
edu) or apply through the 
Student Employment Of-
fice. 


