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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 
 
 

OUTSTANDING LI FE BALA NCE EARNS AWARDS FOR 
THREE UNIVERSITY OF ROCHESTER ADULT STUDENTS 

- 25th Annual Rochester Area Colleges Continuing Education Awards Banquet - 
  

ROCHESTER, N.Y., Apr il 7, 2008 Ð Three adult students from the University of Rochester 

will be recognized for balancing work, life, and pursuing a college degree. Karen Crow, Patricia 

Gingras, and Rosemary Varga are the recipients of this yearÕs Rochester Area Colleges 

Continuing Education AssociationÕs (RACCE) Outstanding Adult Student Award.  

 

Each year, RACCE honors adult students from ten area colleges who have excelled academically 

while successfully combining their college education with other commitments to family, job, 

career, and the community. These adult scholars will be recognized at the 25th Annual RACCE 

Awards Banquet at 7 p.m. on Thursday, Apr il 24 at The Lodge at Woodcliff. 

 

Crow, of Canandaigua, is pursuing a bachelorÕs degree in microbiology and immunology 

through the College of Arts, Sciences, and Engineering. In addition to attending college and 

managing her career at UCB Manufacturing Inc., Crow is committed to community service. She 

mentors area high school students interested in the field of microbiology and teaches Sunday 

school through United Church. 

 

Gingras, a Rochester resident, is enrolled in a doctoral program for music education at the 

Eastman School of Music. Her journey as an adult student began in 2000, when she enrolled in a 

bachelor of music education program. During this time, Gringas became the oldest member of  
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the university marching band, and jokes that she learned band uniforms do not have pockets to 

store bifocals. 

 

Gingras is grateful for the recognition. ÒIn the midst of the everyday chaos that is school, work, 

and family, it is nice to have someone say ÔWow! Well done!ÕÓ she said. ÒSomehow it validates 

the madness of it all.Ó 

 

Varga, also a resident of Rochester, is matriculated in the URÕs liberal arts program, focusing on 

American Sign Language and religion, through the College of Arts, Sciences, and Engineering. 

Her return to school is the fulfillment of a lifelong dream to hold a college degree. In addition to 

school and her work as a registered nurse, she is active in community organizations, such as the 

Boy Scouts of America and the Diocese of Rochester. 

 

All award recipients and their guests will have the opportunity to meet Donna Dedee, former 

television anchorwoman and current president and CEO of Bishop Kearney High School. Dedee, 

the first woman in the country to lead a Christian Brothers school, will appear as the keynote 

speaker for the 25th Annual RACCE Awards Banquet. 

 

Cocktail hour begins at 5 p.m. followed by dinner at 6 p.m. The awards presentation ceremony 

will take place from 7 until 8:30 p.m. Three recipients will be honored from each of the 

participating schools: Alfred State College, Empire State College, Finger Lakes Community 

College, Monroe Community College, Nazareth College, Roberts Wesleyan College, Rochester 

Institute of Technology, St. John Fisher College, SUNY College at Brockport, and the University 

of Rochester. 
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About Rochester  Area Colleges Continuing Education (RACCE) 

The mission of Rochester Area Colleges Continuing Education (RACCE) is to promote and 

advocate for higher education to adult and other non-traditional students in the greater Rochester 

area. By sharing information about individual schools and programs, RACCE fosters 

collaboration while providing recognition, networking, and professional development 

opportunities for members.  
 

 

About the University of Rochester  Office of Special Programs and Part-time Studies 

The UR Office of Special Programs and Part-Time Studies takes a distinctive interest in 

furthering the education of the greater Rochester community. The Office of Special Programs 

offers myriad credit and non-credit classes and thought-provoking seminars for adults, seniors, 

business professionals, and educators. Our multiple programs help adult students expand both 

intellectually and professionally, fulfilling the needs of those committed to lifelong learning.  
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