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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
 

 
SMALL BUSINESS COUNCIL AWARDS SCHOLARSHIPS 

TO FURTHER YOUTH ENTREPRENEURSHIP EDUCATION 
- Middle School Students Attend The Young Entrepreneurs Academy - 

 
 
ROCHESTER, N.Y., November 15, 2007 – Two outstanding students interested in running their own 
businesses were awarded full scholarships from the Small Business Council (SBC) of Rochester, an 
affiliate of the Rochester Business Alliance, to attend the Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) at the 
University of Rochester. YEA! is a nine-month-long program that guides middle and high school students 
through the process of starting and running their own real businesses.  
 
Tivoli Mustaca, 12, of Pittsford, and Imani Rice, 12, of Rochester and attends Pittsford Barker Road 
Middle School, were recipients of the SBC Scholarship to attend the YEA! class of 2007-2008.  
 
Mustaca plans to co-found Seasonal Beauty with YEA! classmate, Tori Clarke, 12, of Canandaigua. The 
company’s first project will be a calendar consisting of unique shots of animals, foliage, and scenery. A 
portion of the calendar sales will benefit environmentally friendly charities. Together with classmate, 
Miaya Fountain-Williams, 12, of Rochester, Rice intends to launch Fly Feet, a company that provides a 
line of sneaker accessories. 
 
“The Small Business Council of Rochester has given a great opportunity to two bright young women,” 
said Gayle Jagel, founder and executive director of the Young Entrepreneurs Academy at the University 
of Rochester. “We are delighted that the SBC has expanded their support. Last year, the SBC initiated its 
involvement in YEA! by contributing start-up funds for the student businesses during the Investor Panel 
event.” 
 
The SBC Scholarships were awarded based on need and merit. Applicants were evaluated on their 
academic performance, community service, and leadership skills. This is the first year that the SBC has 
provided scholarships for students to attend the Young Entrepreneurs Academy. 
 

(more) 
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“The YEA! Scholarship program underlines the Small Business Council’s commitment to business 
prosperity in the Rochester area by recognizing and encouraging future entrepreneurs,” said Tom Ioele, 
immediate past president, SBC. 
 
About the Young Entrepreneurs Academy  
The Young Entrepreneurs Academy (YEA!) is a groundbreaking nine-month program that guides 
students in grades 6-12 through the process of starting a real business, including business plan 
development, pitching an investor panel, obtaining funding, launching the venture, managing media 
campaigns, e-commerce and web development, sales events, and trade shows. Entrepreneur guest 
speakers, business mentors, and visits to local companies anchor the instruction around real-world 
applications and experiences. The end result of the YEA! program, unlike other simulation models, is a 
fully formed and functioning business, which is carried on by students after graduation. Launched in 
2004, the program focuses on themes of driving innovation, viewing the world in new ways, recognizing 
opportunities, valuing risk taking, networking, providing solutions and creating value. Students (ages 12 
to 17) are taught to recognize the power of their ideas, and to develop the skills necessary to turn those 
ideas into meaningful enterprises. All of the learning at the Young Entrepreneurs Academy is real, 
experiential, and fun. The program is offered in New York State at the University of Rochester with the 
support of a grant from the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation and at the State University of New York 
at Geneseo with support from the Finger Lakes WIRED initiative. For more information about the Young 
Entrepreneurs Academy, please call 585.275.6902 or visit www.rochester.edu/osp. 
  
About the Small Business Council of Rochester 
For the past 25 years, the SBC has delivered premier services, events and educational programs to 
energize business successes in the greater Rochester metropolitan area. Independent of market or 
industry, the SBC is recognized as the voice of small business, meeting the dynamic and diverse needs of 
its members.  
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