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Class Notes

UNIVERSITY COMMUNICATIONS (WITMER)

College
ARTS, SCIENCES & ENGINEERING

 1938   Jean Obdyke Kinney died in 
March, her son, Steven, writes. “She 
was 98 at the time of her death, and 
lived in Ventura, California. And she 
had a Meliora decal on her apart-
ment door to the end.”

 1942   William (Bill) Ginkel died 
last November, his brother, Al Ginkel 
’44, ’46 (MA), writes. After gradua-
tion, Bill worked on the Manhattan 
Project in Oak Ridge, Tennessee. 
There he met his wife, Inez, to whom 
he was married until Inez’s death in 
2002. In 1947, Bill joined the Atomic 
Energy Commission and was trans-
ferred to Idaho, where he held engi-
neering and management positions 
and in 1967 won the commission’s 
Distinguished Service Award. He 
retired in 1976 and enjoyed an active 
retirement skiing, golfing, camping, 
boating, and serving on multiple 
boards. He remarried in 2004, and 
he and his wife, Carol Flora, enjoyed 
travel, sports, volunteering, and 
social activities until Carol’s death in 
2009. Bill and Inez raised two sons, 

Alan and Robert, who write: “If you 
knew Papa, you were privileged to 
have seen the spark in his eyes and 
probably enjoyed the quickness 
of his wit.” Among Bill’s pieces of 
advice: “Pick a mate for the long 
haul, with strengths that counter 
your weaknesses”; “Have hobbies 
and activities that you enjoy”; and 
“Love unconditionally, and be loved 
genuinely.”

 1956   Bill Guiffre ’63W (Mas), ’78W 
(EdD) is the author of six children’s 
books. His most recent book is The 
Anxious Osprey (Books for Children 
Publishing), a story of an osprey with 
a fear of flying and of fish.

 1960   Marjorie Browne retired 
last fall after 55 years as an inter-
national relations specialist in 
the Foreign Affairs, Defense, and 
Trade Division of the Congressional 
Research Service. For much of her 
career, she focused on the United 
Nations and international orga-
nizations, serving Congress and 
constituents with numerous reports, 
committee prints, and individual-
ized responses to correspondence. 
Marjorie’s nonvoting delegate in the 

House of Representatives, Eleanor 
Holmes Norton of Washington, D.C., 
entered a tribute to Marjorie into the 
Congressional Record. 

 1962   Brian Turner sends an 
update: “From the dearth of submis-
sions lately by the Class of 1962, it 
would appear that we are all som-
nolescent, narcoleptic, or dead. To 
the contrary, at least one of us is still 
active enough to dispel such rumors. 
So here is what I’ve been doing:
  “I retired three years ago from 
doing electromagnetic modeling 
and field testing for the defense 
and intelligence communities and 
resurrected the geological research 
that I shelved when I left teaching at 
George Mason University. In March, 
I presented two papers orally and 
one via poster session at the annual 
meeting of the northeast section of 
the Geological Society of America 
in Albany, New York. As a result, 
plans are being made for further 
research with a professor emeritus 
at Syracuse University.
  “If that isn’t enough, as a tradi-
tional Anglican priest and retired 
lawyer, I act as the chancellor 
(lawyer) for both my parish and my 

diocese. Since the bishop gets my 
legal help for free, he has also made 
me chair of the Board of Examining 
Chaplains, whose job is to adminis-
ter and evaluate both written and 
oral examinations of candidates for 
Holy Orders. Actually the bishop 
has repaid me by sponsoring 
my orders for acceptance by the 
Scottish Episcopal Church and the 
International Anglican Fellowship. 
Now to develop the brogue.
  “Finally, I wrote a manuscript on 
how to solve the toughest sudoku 
puzzles by using a form of mathe-
matical logic (rather than relying on 

BALCONY VIEW: It’s still sweater weather, but the light is flowing in at the dedication of Wilson Commons on April 4, 1976. Were you there? 
Write to us at rochrev@rochester.edu. 

Abbreviations
E  Eastman School of Music

M  School of Medicine 
and Dentistry

N  School of Nursing

S  Simon Business School

W  Warner School of Education

Mas  Master’s degree

RC  River Campus

Res  Medical Center residency

Flw  Postdoctoral fellowship

Pdc  Postdoctoral certificate
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someone else’s software), but I need 
to find a publisher.
  “In my spare time, I mow four 
acres of lawn at my riverfront prop-
erty in Virginia and wish I had time 
to go fishing.”

 1967   George Shaw, a profes-
sor emeritus of geology at Union 
College, is the author of Earth’s Early 
Atmosphere and Oceans, and the 
Origin of Life (Springer); and the 
editor of Earth’s Early Atmosphere 
and Surface Environment (Geological 
Society of America).

 1968   Lynn Maunula Cleveland is 
the author of a mystery e-book,  
A Fish Out of Water (Lindex, 2015). 
. . . Hank Kaplan ’72M (MD) was 
named a Distinguished Alumnus of 
the University of Washington’s medi-
cal school, where he was a chief resi-
dent. Hank is a medical oncologist 
practicing in Seattle.

 1971   Charles Waugh has written 
a science fiction novel, Nu Book 1: 
The Esss Advance (Lulu), the first in 
a trilogy.

 1972   Martin Morrissey retired 
in November as an international 
767 captain for American Airlines. 
Martin’s aviation career began with 
NROTC training as a freshman at 
Rochester in 1968. After gradua-
tion, he served in the Navy for six 
years, followed by a 37-year career 
at American.

 1974   Financial consultant Jim 
Grubman writes: “I’ve published 
my second book on wealth psy-
chology, Cross Cultures: How 

Global Families Negotiate Change 
across Generations (FamilyWealth 
Consulting), with coauthor Dennis 
Jaffe. My work with North American 
and global family enterprises con-
tinues to grow over time. I also 
continue to be blessed with my 
near-40-year marriage to my wife, 
Jeanne, and with my wonderful 
children and grandchildren, all in the 
Massachusetts area.”

 1976   Seth Margolis has writ-
ten his seventh novel, The Semper 
Sonnet (Diversion Books). He writes: 
“My earlier novels include Losing 
Isaiah, which was adapted as a film 
starring Halle Berry and Jessica 
Lange, and Closing Closets, a satire 
of the overheated New York real 
estate market. In addition to writing 
novels (and the occasional travel 
piece for the New York Times), I am 
still very active in my ‘day job’ as a 
branding consultant, working with 
organizations in financial services, 
pharmaceuticals, and philanthropy.” 
Seth adds that he’s married to 
Carole Zelner, and that Carole is a 
real estate broker with the Corcoran 
Group. They live in Manhattan. In 
addition, they have “two grown 
children, Maggie and Jack, who also 
live in Manhattan (but pay their own 
rent!).” Maggie Margolis ’12 is an 
associate producer at NY1, the Time 
Warner 24-hour news channel.

 1978   Ed Goodman founded 
and runs a nonprofit organization, 
Tootsie’s Vision, advocating for blind 
dogs. He writes that he was inspired 
to start the nonprofit after the 
death of his first blind dog, Tootsie, 
and following his own diagnosis of 

1972 Morrissey

ALUMNI HONORS

Celebrating ‘Mr. Rochester’
G. Robert Witmer Jr. ’59 recognized  
with the Eastman Medal
One of the University’s most 
prominent alumni leaders, 
G. Robert Witmer Jr. ’59, re-
ceived the University’s George 
Eastman Medal in recognition 
of his career achievements 
and his service to the Univer-
sity and the Rochester-area 
communities. 

Witmer has been an attorney 
with the Nixon Peabody law 
firm in Rochester since shortly 
after his graduation from Har-
vard Law School in 1962. As se-
nior counsel at the firm, he has 
represented clients at the state 
and federal levels in cases that 
have helped shape real estate and environmental law. 

Known as “Mr. Rochester” for his wide-ranging engagement as 
a civic leader in his hometown, Witmer has served as past presi-
dent of the New York State Bar Association. He received the 2013 

Rochester Rotary Award, the oldest civic award in the city, giv-
en to those who personify the organization’s motto of “Service 
Above Self.”

Witmer’s career at the University began in the 1950s, when he 
was an active undergraduate student, serving as cocaptain of the 
basketball team, president of the Theta Chi fraternity, and as a 
member of multiple other campus organizations. He graduated 
Phi Beta Kappa and with honors in history. 

Currently holding the title of Board Chair Emeritus, Witmer has 
served in important advisory roles for the College, alumni affairs, 
the Medical Center, the Eastman School of Music, and the Board 
of Trustees. Elected as a trustee in 1979, Witmer served as chair 
from 2003 until 2008, a tenure that included the selection of Joel 
Seligman as the University’s 10th president and CEO and that 
put in place the groundwork for the 2011 launch of The Meliora 
Challenge Campaign. He is a member of a remarkable alumni 
family, counting more than a dozen relatives as graduates of the 
University.

He and his wife, Nancy, are charter members of the George 
Eastman Circle, the University’s leadership annual giving society. 
In recognition of the couple’s support and to honor his father, G. 
Robert Witmer Sr. ’26, and his mother, Marian Witmer, the resi-
dence of the University president was renamed the Witmer House 
in 2006. In March, the Witmers announced a $2 million commit-
ment to establish the G. Robert Witmer, Jr. University Professor-
ship to provide financial support for the University presidency.r

MEDALIST: Witmer received the 
Eastman Medal this spring.

Witmer’s career at the University began 
in the 1950s, when he was an active 
undergraduate student, serving as 
cocaptain of the basketball team, and 
president of the Theta Chi fraternity.
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multiple sclerosis. “It is the intrepid, 
determined, and joyous nature of 
blind dogs which has steered me 
into a happier life where I can chal-
lenge my limits and make the most 
of each day.” Ed has written and 
illustrated a children’s book, Stanley 
and Porkchop (Tootsiepop Press), 
the proceeds for which will go to the 
nonprofit, which is based in Corrales, 
New Mexico, and advocates for dogs 
nationally. The book “tells the true 
story of two unwanted blind dogs 
who endured separate journeys 
to [Ed’s home], and subsequently 
enjoyed an unusual, but deep and 
lasting, friendship.”

 1979   Mark Bergman has been 
named association executive of the 
Vail Board of Realtors and its sub-
sidiary corporations. He’s practiced 
real estate for 14 years and has 
volunteered with a diverse group of 
nonprofits. He adds: “I’m a lifelong 
skier who missed my opportunity 
to take time to be a ski bum before 
joining the corporate world.” . . . 
Rich Boon, a construction engi-
neer and principal of Construction 
Support Services in Littleton, 
Colorado, won the Colorado Roofing 
Association Lifetime Achievement 
Award last February. He’s pictured at 
the awards ceremony with his wife, 
Martha.

 1980   Howard Rudzinsky sends a 
photo of himself and Bruce Forman 
from the Photonics West Conference 
in San Francisco last February. 
Howard adds: “Mike Thomas ’89 
gave us our yellow alumni R’s, which 
we wore proudly on our badges 
with many other U of R alumni in 
attendance at the largest optics/
photonics conference in the U.S.” 
Howard and Bruce both live in the 
Boston area and are “friends from 
Gilbert basement going back to the 
fall of 1976. We’re still friends with 
Steve Jensen, Arthur Brown, Hal 

Goldstein, Chuck Weinstein, and 
Glenn Mattioli.”

 1982   Iain Currie sends a photo 
of himself posing with Rocky in 
Tengboche, Nepal. Mt. Everest is in 
the background.

 1983   Murray Rudin (see ’91).

 1984   Scott Rummler has devel-
oped Laserthread Chatwork, “a 
next-generation messenger for the 
iPhone.” The application combines 
Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram 
friends into a list and makes them 
available on a single platform. 
“Laserthread is the East Coast con-
tingent in the mobile/social/messag-
ing wars,” Scott writes.

 1989   Mike Thomas (see ’80).

 1990   Lisa Chapman Clay sends 
a photo of Rocky with her golden 
retriever and New England Patriot 
fan, Henry.

 1991   Madhu Vijay, executive vice 
president and chief financial officer 
of Aviation Capital Group, received 
the Lifetime Achievement Award 
at the ninth annual Orange County 
(California) Business Journal CFO of 
the Year awards dinner last January. 
Murray Rudin ’83 shared the news, 
adding: “I was the emcee for the 
event and was tempted to break into 
a chorus of The Genesee, but wisely 
did not.”

 1992   Jeff Reznick received the 
NIH Director’s Award in recognition 
of his “exceptional leadership and 
scholarly oversight of the collec-
tions and programs of the National 
Library of Medicine’s History of 
Medicine Division.” Jeff is chief of 
the division. 

1995   Keri Claiborne Boyle 
writes: “I have some fun news to 
share! I’m the author of a three-
book children’s series being pub-
lished by HarperCollins Children’s 
Books. The first book of the series, 
Teddy the Dog: Be Your Own Dog, 
launches in May. Geared for kids 
ages 0 to 10 (and for all those who 
are young at heart), the book tells 
the ‘tail’ of Teddy the Dog, a feisty 
and witty divine canine who always 
wears sunglasses and can best be 
described as ‘attitude with fur.’ 
Books two and three will follow in 
2017 and 2018.” . . . Gerald Rustic 
writes that he earned a PhD in 
earth and environmental science  2000 Leeds

1990 Clay

1982 Currie

1980 Rudzinsky

1979 Boon

from the City University of New 
York last September, and is a post-
doctoral research scientist at the 
Lamont-Doherty Earth Observatory. 
His paper, “Dynamical Excitation 
of the Tropical Pacific Ocean and 
ENSO Variability by Little Ice Age 
Cooling,” was published in Science 
last December. . . . Tom Stone lives 
in Rochester and works remotely 
for Dale Carnegie Training, based 
in New York City. He’s coauthored 
a book, Interact and Engage!, pub-
lished by the Association for Talent 
Development, a professional orga-
nization for the corporate training 
industry.

 1996   Joseph Brown, a partner at 
the law firm Hodgson Russ, received 
a community service award from 
the National Federation for Just 
Communities. Joseph is a former 
president of the Minority Bar 
Association of Western New York 
and is on the board of that orga-
nization as well as Neighborhood 
Legal Services and the Summit 
Foundation. In addition, he’s a 
vice president of Buffalo Prep, a 
volunteer mentor for law students 
at the University at Buffalo, and 
a coach and judge at moot court 
competitions.

 1999   Jerramy Fine has published 
In Defense of the Princess: How 
Plastic Tiaras and Fairytale Dreams 
Can Inspire Smart, Strong Women 
(Perseus Books). Summing up her 
book, Jerramy writes that she is “an 
unabashed feminist who is proud of 
her lifelong princess obsession and 
more than happy to defend it. . . .  
[F]eminine doesn’t mean weak, pink 
doesn’t mean inferior, and girliness 
is not incompatible with ambition.” 
Jerramy lives in London and is the 
author of two previous books.

 2000   Hilary Leeds writes that 
she married Roy Ben David in 
Youngstown, Ohio, last October. 
Pictured are: (back row, left to 
right) Ramsey Asaly ’03, Vijay 
Sookdeo ’01, ’09 (PhD), Jennifer 
Gates, James Doyle, Laurie Krantz 
Chorev ’01 (T5), and Neda Barzideh 
Levy; (front row, left to right) 
Tomasz Czajka ’01 (T5), Hilary, Roy, 
and John McVay ’05. She adds: “We 
live in Maryland, where I work in sci-
ence policy at the NIH and Roy owns 
a local security company.”

 2001   Lisa Olender Newman 
writes that she and her husband, 
Seth, welcomed their first child, 

Zachary, in July 2015. “We are so 
proud to have become parents. We 
live in Albany, New York, where I’m 
a physician’s assistant and Seth is a 
pharmaceutical sales rep.”

 2003   Owen Zacharias ’04 (MS) 
writes: “My wife, Sara, and I wel-
comed a son, Alastair, in November 
2015. Alastair spent his first few 
weeks in the NICU at the Golisano 
Children’s Hospital, but due to the 
amazing U of R team, he was home 
in time to spend Christmas with 
his family.” Owen sends a photo of 
Alastair, adding: “Alastair’s peers 
consider him a very serious baby.”

 2006   Jennifer Balaban and 
Jonathan Lax send a photo from 
their wedding. Pictured are (top row, 
left to right) Scott Mittelman ’00, 
Nik De Maria ’09, Kathryn Nave, 
Matt Morgan, Lindsay Sable ’10, 
Jennifer, Jonathan, Samantha Lewis 
’08, Emily Paret ’08, Rebekah Mott 
’08, and Michelle Heroux Conlon 
’08; (front row, left to right) Ariele 
Strauss, Kelsey Gilroy ’11, ’15N, 
Sarah Dobrzynski ’10, and Kaila 
Pearlman De Maria ’09.

 2007   Daniel Bud ’08 (MS)  
(see ’08).

 2008   Kelsey Ferranti ’10W 
(MS) writes that she and Daniel 
Bud ’07, ’08 (MS) got married in 
Kennebunkport, Maine, in August 
2015. “We met in 2007 through 
involvement in Greek life on campus. 
I’m an alumna of Delta Gamma, 
and Dan is an alumnus of Sigma 
Chi. We were thrilled to tie the knot 
surrounded by so many Rochester 
friends.” Pictured from left to right 
are Father Brian Cool, David Fallon, 
Max Ehrmann, Noah Stahl ’07, 

2006 Balaban and Lax

2008 Ferranti and Bud

2001 Newman 2003 Zacharias

Elizabeth Runco Rawlins ’05, 
Benjamin McKee, Alanna Tievsky 
McKee ’07, Joseph Derrigo ’07, 
Mark Williams, Jamie Shapiro 
DeRight, Jonathan DeRight, John 
Ray ’09, Raymond Arbusto ’09 
(MS), Brandon Best ’07, Rebecca 
Fallon, Jessica Almog, Anna Lynn 
Surace Williams, Akin Rawkins 
’07, Hilary Bonaccorsi ’07, Heather 
Uvanni ’10, Nina Gadziala, Robert 
Sherman ’07, Emily Desmond 
Molisani ’06, Jenna Krebs, Aaron 
Molisani, Kyle Struble ’06, ’12S 
(MBA), Meagan Miller Struble ’06, 

Brett Catlin ’12S (MBA), and Mary 
Tyson-Catlin ’13S (MS), ’13W (MS).

 2011   Brittany Hylen writes that 
she and D. J. Schwartz ’12 got mar-
ried last August in Hornell, New 
York, and are living in Castle Rock, 
Colorado. “We were beyond thank-
ful and blessed to have our closest 
and lifelong friends from U of R 
there to celebrate and share in our 
wedding day!” Pictured (page 57) 
are (back row, left to right) Steve 
Just, Casey Storme ’12, Jordan 
Blades ’12, Tom DeMatteo ’10, Kyle 
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Sreniawski ’12, Brian Bezek ’12; 
(middle row, left to right) Rachel 
Kludt Ludwig, Sara Hutchinson 
’12, ’13 (MS), Nicole Goldman ’13, 
Thane Green ’12, Elyse Nagler ’12, 
Katie Kao ’12, Brittany, D. J., Adam 
Brinkman ’12, Alex Flint ’14, Alex 
Caghan ’12, ’13S (MS), John Whiting 
’12; (front row, left to right) Natalee 
Sassaman ’12, Mindy Altemose 
’09, Tony Visconti ’09, ’15 (PhD), 
Melissa Altemose, Liz Slupinski, 
Erin Clark, Rob Barnard ’12, Annie 
Moosher ’12, Niki Holmes ’12, Meg 
Liptak ’13, Pete Vercillo ’12, and 
Andy Breidigam ’12. . . . Roxana 
Ramos is a paper artist and founder 
and CEO of Lettra, a paper art and 
bookbinding business in Lima, Peru. 
She’s exhibited her work around 
the world, including in Bulgaria, 
the United Kingdom, France, and 
Taiwan. This year, she published a 
book, Interior Design Coloring Book 
(CreateSpace).

 2012   Maggie Margolis (see ’76). 
. . . D. J. Schwartz (see ’11).

 2013   Mark Lipstein writes: 
“Accepted and enrolling in the 
biological and biomedical sciences 
PhD program, fall 2016, at Harvard 
University!”

Graduate
ARTS, SCIENCES & ENGINEERING

 1969   Lynn Schwartz Rosen (MA), 
’72W (EdD) has written a novel, A 
Man of Genius (Una Publications). 
Lynn is the author of previous 
short works of fiction, published in 
journals such as Texas Quarterly 
and Caprice. She’s also a lifelong 

resident of Rochester and longtime 
supporter and mentor of disad-
vantaged Rochester youth through 
the RocCity Scholars Program, a 
community-based after-school pro-
gram she founded for high achiev-
ing Rochester City School District 
students.

 1970   Joseph Amato (PhD) 
sends an update. He writes: “Since 
leaving Rochester in 1966 a half 
century ago, and completing my 
published dissertation on Mounier 
and Maritain: A French Catholic 
Understanding of the Modern World 
(Catholic University of America 
Press) under the insightful and gen-
erous guidance of Professor A.  W. 
Salomone, I have had a single teach-
ing and minor administrative career 
principally at one place: Southwest 
Minnesota State University in 
Marshall, Minnesota. There I taught, 
administered, and created the his-
tory department and a unique pro-
gram of rural and regional studies. 
Aside from the glories and scuffles 
of making and keeping a small col-
lege afloat, my devotion has been 
to my wife, Catherine Bavolack 
Amato ’66N, and four children, while 
my mounting ‘madness’ is writing. I 
have written, coauthored, and pub-
lished almost 40 books and numer-
ous essays. My writing has ranged, 
perhaps strayed, across three areas: 
local, family, and regional history; 
memoirs focused on a reflective 
boy in love with a future in golf and 
midlife bypass surgery; and finally 
and principally, intellectual and 
cultural history.” His most recent 
book, published this spring, is My 
Three Sicilies: Stories, Poems, and 
History (New York Bordighera). 
Another book, Everyday Life: A Short 
History (Reaktion Books), is sched-

uled for release in October. . . . John 
Bassett (PhD), president of Heritage 
University, in Washington state, and 
a scholar of American literature, 
has won the Henry Paley Memorial 
Award from the National Association 
of Independent Colleges and 
Universities. The award recognizes 
extraordinary service to students 
and faculty.

 1976   Jonathan Post (PhD) has 
published A Thickness of Particulars: 
The Poetry of Anthony Hecht (Oxford 
University Press). Jonathan holds 
the title Distinguished Professor of 
English at UCLA.

 1979   Maurice Isserman (PhD), 
the James L. Ferguson Professor 
of History at Hamilton College, is 
the author of Continental Divide: A 
History of American Mountaineering 
(W. W. Norton & Co.).

 1987   Rupamanjari Ghosh (PhD) 
has been named vice chancellor of 
Shiv Nadar University, near New 
Delhi, India. An expert in experimen-
tal and theoretical quantum optics, 
laser physics, nonlinear optics, and 
quantum information, she’s been 
director of the university’s School of 
Natural Sciences since 2012.

 1992   Andreas Arvanitoyeorgos 
(PhD), an associate professor of 
mathematics at the University of 
Patras in Rion, Greece, has pub-
lished two textbooks. The books, 
published in Greek by Hellenic 
Academic Libraries, are Elementary 
Differential Geometry and Geometry 
of Manifolds: Riemannian Manifolds 
and Lie Groups.

 1997   William Peniston (PhD) 
writes: “I am celebrating 20 years at 

the Newark Museum as its librarian 
and archivist. As a historian, I have 
collaborated on the following two 
projects: Marc-Andre Rafflovich’s 
Uranism and Unisexuality: A Study 
of Different Manifestations of the 
Sexual Instinct, translated by Nancy 
Erber and William Peniston, edited 
by Philip Healy with Frederick Roden 
(Palgrave Macmillan); and Lesbian 
Decadence: Representations in 
Art and Literature of Fin-de-Siècle 
France, by Nicole Albert, translated 
by Nancy Erber and William Peniston 
(Harrington Park Press).”

 2004   Owen Zacharias (MS)  
(see ’03 College).

 2005   Antoine Yoshinaka, an 
associate professor of political 
science at the University at Buffalo, 
has published two books with 
Cambridge University Press. He is 
the author of Crossing the Aisle: 
Party Switching by U.S. Legislators 
in the Postwar Era and a coeditor 
of American Gridlock: The Sources, 
Character, and Impact of Political 
Polarization.

 2008   Daniel Bud (MS)  
(see ’08 College).

 2009   Benjamín Castañeda 
Aphan (PhD) has been promoted 
to principal professor of electrical 
and electronics engineering at the 
Pontificia Universidad Católica del 
Perú in his native city of Lima. He 
continues as visiting professor of 
electrical engineering at the Hajim 
School, and has collaborated with 
professors Kevin Parker, Renato 
Perucchio, Amy Lerner, and Scott 
Seidman. His work in medical imag-
ing has contributed to the diag-
nostics of tuberculosis, cutaneous 

2011 Hylen and Schwartz

Send Your News!
If you have an announcement 
you’d like to share with your fellow 
alumni, please send or e-mail your 
personal and professional news to 
Rochester Review.

E-mail your news and digital 
photos to rochrev@rochester.edu. 
Mail news and photos to Rochester 
Review, 22 Wallis Hall, University 
of Rochester, P.O. Box 270044, 
Rochester, NY 14627-0044. To 
ensure timely publication of your 
information, keep in mind the 
following deadlines:

Issue Deadline
Sept. 2016  June 1, 2016
Nov. 2016  August 1, 2016
January 2017  October 1, 2016
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1982N Copoulos

1973S Hershoff

which played to over 1,000 folks 
at the November 11 Sunset Beach 
Veterans Memorial Dedication, and 
has sold out our two other gigs 
so far.”

Warner School  
of Education
 1963   Bill Guiffre (Mas), ’78W 
(EdD) (see ’56 College).

 1972   Lynn Schwartz Rosen (EdD) 
(see ’69 Graduate).

 1978   Bill Guiffre (EdD)  
(see ’56 College).

 1992   Chrissie Copoulos (MS)  
(see ’82 Nursing).

 2010   Kelsey Ferranti (MS)  
(see ’08 College).

In Memoriam
ALUMNI
Morris J. Shapiro ’33, ’34 (MS),  

February 2016
Marguerite Smith Robertson ’36, 

’38 (MS), February 2016
Lucille Schnurr DePool ’39E,  

February 2016
Sidney E. Mear ’41E, ’49E (MM),  

March 2016
Robert Baustian ’42E, ’48E (MM),  

February 2016
Shirley Fink Chikovsky ’42,  

February 2016
Jean Lincoln Hart ’42,  

February 2016
Dorothy Jay ’42N  

March 2016
Harold M. Yanowitch ’42,  

January 2016
Helen Walike Young ’42N,  

February 2016
Anne Baker Johnston ’43E,  

February 2016
Louise Williams ’43E,  

February 2016
James M. Cole ’44, ’46M (MD),  

March 2016
William H. Bergstrom ’45M (MD),  

January 2016
Loraine Bux Bemiss ’46E,  

February 2016
Phyllis Egbert Brush ’46,  

December 2015
John J. Culligan ’46, ’48M (MD),  

February 2016
E. Bruce Hallett ’46M (MD), ’53M 

(Res), March 2016
Elinore Griffith Washington ’46N,  

March 2016
Joan Follet Jewell ’47N,  

January 2016

leishmaniasis, and cancer. He has 
also developed an interest in using 
image-processing techniques to 
study and help to preserve Peruvian 
archaeological heritage.

Eastman School  
of Music
 1970   Geary Larrick (MM) writes 
that he presented a solo marimba 
program, including three original 
compositions, in Stevens Point, 
Wisconsin, last March in honor of 
Women’s History Month.

 1971   Luther Henderson ’73 (MM) 
is a professor of music and humani-
ties and director of orchestral activi-
ties at Los Angeles City College. Last 
winter, he arranged for the college’s 
music department to host Eastman’s 
Southern California regional audi-
tions. As part of the event, which 
Luther organized, Eastman admis-
sions counselor Christine Burritt 
presented on Eastman’s educational 
programs and fielded questions 
from students about Eastman and 
about continuing music education 
generally.

 1975   Music by composer Waddy 
Thompson is included on the 
recording Amethyst (Composers 
Concordance) by Tangent Shores, 
a project of classical pianist Jai 
Jeffryes to discover never-before-
recorded music and bring it to new 
listeners. After announcing a call 
for scores in 2014, Jeffryes received 
hundreds of submissions from com-
posers around the world, before 
selecting nine to include on the 
recording.

 1985   Todd Beaney (MM) has 
released Come Dance with Me (Todd 
Beaney), a selection of 10 original 
compositions for his jazz-rock sextet. 
The recording includes a guest 
appearance by the Uptown Horns. . . . 
Cynthia Folio (PhD) (see ’97).

 1997   Jennie Oh Brown (DMA) 
has released Looking Back: Flute 
Music of Joseph Schwantner (Innova 
Recordings). Schwantner is a 
Pulitzer Prize–winning composer 
and taught at Eastman from 1970 to 
2001. Jennie is artistic director and 
flutist with Picosa, a Chicago mixed 
chamber ensemble, and teaches at 
both Elmhurst College and Wheaton 
College. Looking Back includes notes 
by Cynthia Folio ’85 (PhD), a profes-
sor of music at Temple University’s 

TRIBUTE

Morris Shapiro ’33, ’34 (MS): A Beloved  
and Respected Physician for 77 Years
When Morris Shapiro died last Feb-
ruary, he was 102 years old and had 
worked as a physician for 77 years. 
As professor emeritus of surgery and 
professor of emergency medicine, 
Morrie was still teaching medical stu-
dents a few months before his death. 
He was a teacher, mentor, and role 
model who inspired many of us at the 
Medical Center through his knowl-
edge, technical excellence, and sen-
sitivity to individual patients’ needs.

Dr. Shapiro was a surgical resident 
at Michael Reese Hospital in Chicago 
when Japan attacked Pearl Harbor 
in December 1941. On completion of 
his surgical training, he and the en-
tire surgical team from Michael Re-
ese volunteered in the Army as one of 
the first Mobile Army Surgical Hospi-
tals (MASH). Morrie was the original 
“Hawkeye.”

In 1943, his MASH unit operated 
in North Africa while the Allies were 
fighting General Rommel. On the eve 
of the invasion of southern Europe, 
they crossed the Mediterranean and 
established a field hospital in Italy, 
where they operated on many casualties of that 
bloody invasion. When the German camps were 
liberated, they operated on released prisoners 
and captured enemy soldiers.

In this difficult and dangerous time, Morrie 
met his wife, Miriam, who was a MASH unit 
nurse. Morrie and Miriam returned to Morrie’s 
native Rochester after the war. Together they 
raised a family of two daughters, Donna and Bar-
bara, and later were blessed with three grand-
children, Jessica, Kate, and Marissa.

From 1946 to 1983, Morrie cared for patients as 
a general surgeon, operating at Genesee, Roches-
ter General, and Strong Memorial hospitals, and 
developing a large following of patients. When 
he was 70 years old, having been a doctor for 45 
years, he decided to stop operating. Instead, he 
pursued other opportunities to care for patients 
and to teach the next generation. He established 
a breast clinic to provide access for women to 
receive appropriate evaluations for breast can-
cer. He also started working on a regular basis 
in the emergency department at Strong Memo-
rial Hospital.

In 1993, he became a full-time faculty member 
of the newly formed Department of Emergency 
Medicine. He and Miriam donated resources 
to the department that were used to create the 

Shapiro Conference Room and the annual Shap-
iro Lectureship, given by an outside speaker who 
presents Grand Rounds and meets with the resi-
dents. Morrie was a beloved and valued teacher 
and colleague in emergency medicine for over 
30 years—an amazing tenure considering that he 
didn’t start in emergency medicine until age 70.

In addition to his professional work as a doc-
tor, Morrie made major contributions to the 
Rochester community as a leader in many char-
itable organizations. He was proud of his role in 
bringing Golda Meir and Eleanor Roosevelt to 
Rochester to speak. He led efforts to build the 
Jewish Home of Rochester and to make that 
new facility a model of care for the elderly and 
chronically ill.

Morrie was blessed with a keen mind, dexter-
ous hands, and a positive attitude toward life. He 
was first in his class at every school he attended, 
but his patients loved him not for his good grades 
but for his caring and compassion. He accom-
plished much in his lifetime, motivated by inter-
est and enjoyment. Those of us who knew him 
have had our lives enriched forever.r

—Joel Pasternack ’80M (MD), ’82M (Res)

Pasternack is a professor of clinical emergency 
medicine at Rochester.

101 AND COUNTING: Shapiro continued to teach at the 
Medical Center until his death in February at 102. 

Boyer College of Music and Dance, 
who studied theory and composition 
with Schwantner.

 2005   Jean Ellen Linkins 
(MM) has published A Song from 
the Heart: The Pedagogical 
Philosophy of Lorna Lutz Heyge, 
PhD (WestBow Press). She teaches 
Heyge’s Musikgarten curriculum in 
Anderson, South Carolina.

 2011   Chicago bassist, com-
poser, and vocalist Katie Ernst has 
released Little Words (Katie Ernst), 
as part of the trio Twin Talk. The 
recording consists of original jazz 
compositions set to the poetry of 
Dorothy Parker.

School of Medicine 
and Dentistry
 1972   Hank Kaplan (MD) (see ’68 
College).

 1998   Serena Chao (MD) has 
been named chief of geriatrics at 
Cambridge Health Alliance, outside 
Boston.

School of Nursing
 1966   Catherine Bavolack Amato 
(see ’70 Graduate).

 1982   Chrissie Copoulos ’92W 
(MS) sends a photo of herself, Rocky, 
and a group of penguins from her 
trip to Antarctica.

 2000   Ray Blush writes: “I 
completed my doctorate of nurs-
ing practice in December from 
Oakland University. I have been a 
clinical instructor at the University 
of Michigan School of Nursing with 
the acute care nurse practitioner 
program since 2009, and the pro-
gram lead since 2014. I live with my 
wife and three children outside Ann 
Arbor.”

Simon Business 
School 
 1973   Larry Hershoff (MBA) sends 
a photo and an update. “Here’s my 
fish-of-a-lifetime grouper caught 
in 500 feet of water off Panama,” 
he writes. “I am happily retired in 
Sunset Beach, North Carolina, play-
ing plenty of golf and teaching at 
the Carolinas Leadership Academy 
and the local First Tee. I am also the 
lead singer for the Sea & Sand Band, 

1971E Henderson
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Robert O. Jensen ’55M (MD),  
January 2016

Nancy Hendrikx Kindling ’55N,  
February 2016

Joseph H. Field ’56M (Res),  
November 2015

Stephen M. Grosberg ’56,  
March 2016

Robert J. Maples ’56,  
February 2016

J. Darrell Shea ’56M (MS), ’60M 
(MD), January 2016

Carl M. Sheusi ’56,  
March 2016

Robert S. Edgar ’57 (PhD),  
February 2016

Robert C. Kelly ’57,  
February 2016

Mary Bauer Zentis ’57 (MS),  
February 2016

Carol Magill Cologgi ’58N,  
January 2016

Louise Winkler-Prins James ’58,  
January 2016

Matson G. Ewell ’59W (Mas),  
March 2016

Alfred Finck ’59 (PhD),  
February 2016

Patricia McGuire ’59W (Mas),  
February 2016

Patricia Rowland Joslin ’60, ’61N,  
March 2016

Lewis Lansky ’60,  
February 2016

George A. Oliver ’60,  
March 2016

David M. Burton ’61 (PhD),  
February 2016

Carol Bieck Henretta ’62N (MS), 
’94W (EdD), February 2016

Francis S. Troyon ’62 (PhD),  
January 2016

Sally Lerner David ’63W (MA),  
February 2016

Bejan Iranpour ’63D, ’64D (MS),  
February 2016

Donald E. White ’63, ’75 (PhD),  
April 2015

Gail McConnell Benson ’64W,  
January 2016

Elizabeth Gilchrist Cummings ’64E 
(MM), February 2016

Coral Tome Glassman ’64E (MM),  
March 2016

Jeanne Wilhelm ’64E (MM),  
February 2016

Francis M. Kelley ’65M (Res),  
March 2016

Joseph W. Lafay ’66,  
February 2016

Catherine Newcomb Hoshor ’67,  
February 2016

William G. Boyes ’69E,  
January 2016

Thelma Atkins Seuffert ’69W (MA),  
August 2015

Miriam Kimmelman ’70,  
January 2016

TRIBUTE

René Millon: Pathbreaking Anthropologist
René Millon’s death last February left many col-
leagues and former students bereft of his friend-
ship. A professor of anthropology at Rochester 
from 1961 to 1986, René remained interested in 
us, his students, throughout his academic ca-
reer at the University and throughout his 30 
years as professor emeritus of anthropology. In 
his 70s and 80s, he was still consulting and giv-
ing papers, and even in his 90s he was advising, 
telephoning, meeting, and corresponding with 
former students and colleagues.

René secured his scholarly reputation in the 
1970s with the Teotihuacan Mapping Project. 
The project, funded primarily through the Na-
tional Science Foundation, involved mapping the 
eight-square-mile area of the pre-Columbian city 
of Teotihuacan in central Mexico. According to 
René’s former student Martha Sempowski ’83 
(PhD), a research fellow at the Rochester Muse-
um and Science Center, the project was “consid-
ered groundbreaking in scope and scale. Its use of 
comprehensive aerial photography extended well 
beyond the estimated limits of the city proper. It 
was preceded and accompanied by surface sur-
vey and collection of about one million artifacts 
from some 5,000 sites within the mapped area.”

The project is ongoing, involving scholars 
from universities in Mexico, the United States, 
Canada, and Japan, and has had a significant im-
pact on studies of urbanism worldwide.

René displayed a close—and sometimes mad-
dening—attention to detail. Warren Barbour ’76 
(PhD), a colleague, former student, and cherished 
friend of René’s, recalled René’s reaction when 
he handed him a paper with a typo. “Warren, it 
was a typo when you wrote it,” he said. “It was 
a colossal blunder when you handed it to me!”

In spite of his sometimes acerbic wit, there 

was something magical about René’s personal-
ity. His friend Kroum Markov ’91 fondly and most 
aptly dubbed him “Merlin.” His many admir-
ers were pleased when he was elected to mem-
bership in the National Academy of Sciences 
in 2002, and when he and his close colleague, 
George Cowgill, were jointly awarded the A. V. 
Kidder Award for 2004 by the American Anthro-
pological Association.

Despite his modest height, René’s were the 
proverbial shoulders upon which many subse-
quent archaeologists must stand.r

—Gretchen Koch Markov ’57, ’83 (PhD)

Markov is a former student of Millon’s and a 
retired teacher in the Rochester City School 
District.

MAPPING IT OUT: Millon’s project to map a pre-
Columbian city in Mexico (top), undertaken in the 
1970s, was unprecedented in scope and scale.

Sean B. O’Reilly ’70 (PhD),  
November 2014

Gilbert A. Palmer ’70W (EdD),  
February 2016

Barbara Sinclair ’70 (PhD),  
March 2016

Douglas R. Amos ’71S (MBA),  
March 2016

William C. Holmquist ’71W (Mas),  
February 2016

Penny LaBorde ’71E (MM),  
January 2016

Kathleen Arecchi ’72E (MM),  
February 2016

Francine Ecsedy Cunningham ’72,  
February 2016

Thomas J. Freeman ’72S (MBA),  
September 2015

David L. Ronis ’72,  
June 2015

Charles D. Semel ’72M (Res),  
July 2015

Gerald D. Luzum ’73S (MS),  
January 2016

Edward B. Mullen ’73S (MBA),  
January 2016

Patricia Bonino ’74 (MA),  
March 2016

John P. D’Souza ’74M (Res),  
March 2016

Janet Olson ’74M (MD),  
December 2015

Janet Greene Stander ’74,  
February 2016

Earlene Rose Callahan ’75W (MA),  
January 2016

Karyl Louwenaar Lueck ’75E 
(DMA), March 2016

Verna Ruan ’75 (MA),  
June 2015

Jerome C. Hanss ’76,  
February 2016

William G. Yeager ’76,  
March 2016

Lee J. Solaroli ’77S (MBA),  
March 2016

Charles E. Whitmer ’77D,  
March 2016

George W. Fouse ’78M (PhD),  
January 2016

Martin J. Sklar ’82 (PhD),  
April 2014

David T. Thayer ’82M (Flw),  
September 2014

Richard G. Lyon ’87 (MS),  
January 2016

James J. Schumacher ’88,  
February 2016

JoAnn Petronio ’89W (MS),  
January 2016

Mary Balcerak Pokora ’91W (MS), 
February 2016

Gregory L. Parris ’00,  
February 2016

Brent D. Bulmann ’02E,  
March 2016

Jonelle Redhead ’09, ’13W (MS),  
February 2016

Florence Leonard Wilber ’47,  
February 2016

Graydon A. Bailey ’48,  
February 2016

F. Jane Eyre ’48N,  
March 2016

Mildred Wills Kolthoff ’48,  
February 2016

Thomas M. Springer ’48,  
February 2016

David M. Baumgartner ’49E,  
March 2016

Jean Morrell Evory ’49, ’50N, ’60W 
(MS), October 2015

Cameron C. Jameson ’49,  
February 2016

Paul E. Reeves ’49M (MD),  
March 2016

Alice Denham ’50 (MA),  
January 2016

William E. O’Connor ’50,  
February 2016

William E. Burgess ’51, ’52W (Mas),  
January 2016

Cosmo J. Culotta ’51, ’56 (Mas),  
January 2016

Donald J. Fisk ’51,  
March 2016

Minnie Young Hwang ’51,  
February 2016

Nancy Moritz Tiffany ’51,  
March 2016

Marcia Armstrong Wells ’51,  
March 2015

Richard F. Bakemeier ’52, ’57M 
(MD), January 2016

Charles C. Feng ’52 (MS),  
October 2015

Barbara Barlow Taylor ’52, ’53N,  
December 2015

Howard R. Carpenter ’53E (PhD),  
February 2016

John J. Hart ’53,  
March 2016

Corinne Johnson Kunz ’53E,  
February 2016

James S. Badger ’54E,  
March 2016

Joan Capecelatro Esposito ’54, 
’55N, February 2016

Gerald M. Greenberg ’54,  
November 2015

Lillian Colman Hetherman ’54E, 
’56E (MM), March 2016

Shirley Kurucz Horbatuck ’54,  
February 2016

Dorothy Rood Saffran ’54, ’60W 
(MS), March 2016

Paul O. Simenstad ’54M (MD),  
February 2016

Joseph G. Stampfli ’54,  
December 2015

Nancy Lindborg Austin ’55E (MA),  
March 2016

Joanna Donk ’55, ’56N,  
June 2015

J. Nelson Hoffman ’55,  
February 2016


